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TRAFFIC ANALYSIS FOR THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY CHANNEL ISLANDS  
RECREATIONAL OPEN SPACE PROJECT, VENTURA COUNTY 
 
 
Associated Transportation Engineers (ATE) has prepared the following traffic study for the 
California State University Channel Islands (CSUCI) Recreational Open Space Project. The 
study addresses potential traffic impacts associated with the project within the Ventura County 
area adjacent to the CSUCI campus. 
 
Project Description 
 
The project is proposing to transfer the existing Camarillo Regional Park open space area, 
located adjacent to the CSUCI campus, from Ventura County to the University. The open 
space area is currently a passive recreation area that includes hiking trails, an airstrip used for 
model airplanes, and a pond used for remote control boats. The project is proposing to remove 
the existing model airplane airstrip and remote control boat pond and improve the trail head 
area and the hiking trails.  The University also proposes to use the area to provide educational 
environmental activities that would be attended by CSUCI students and staff and would also 
be occasionally used by visiting grade (K-12) schools. The project does not include any other 
new uses for the open space area.  Access to the park would be provided via the existing 
roadway connection from University Drive.  Figure 1 shows the location of the project within 
the County. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
Street Network 
 
The project site is served by a network of highways, arterial streets and collector streets, as 
illustrated in Figure 1. The following text provides a brief discussion of the major 
components of the study-area street network. 
 
Lewis Road, located west of the project site, has been expanded to a four-lane arterial roadway 
between the City of Camarillo on the north and University Drive on the south.  Lewis Road 
provides the primary regional access connection to the existing park facility and the CSUCI 
campus via its connection to University Drive.  Lewis Road extends south of University Drive 
as a two-lane road to Portrero where it becomes Hueneme Road.  Within the study-area Lewis 
Road, is signalized at the Cawelti Road and University Drive intersections. 
 
Cawelti Road, located north of the project site, is a two-lane road that extends from Lewis 
Road to Las Posas Road on the west. Within the study-area, Cawelti Road is signalized at the 
Lewis Road and Las Posas Road intersections. 
 
University Drive, located west of the project site, is two-lane road that extends easterly from 
Lewis Road and serves the CSUCI campus. An roadway connection (Old Dairy Road) to 
University drive provides access to the project site. Within the study-area, University Drive is 
signalized at the Lewis Road intersection. 
 
Roadway Operations 
 
Existing average daily traffic (ADT) volumes for the study-area roadways are illustrated in 
Figure 2.  In determining the operational characteristics of the roadway segments, "Levels of 
Service" (LOS) A through F are applied, with LOS A indicating free flow conditions and LOS F 
indicating severe congestion.  Ventura County has adopted LOS D as the minimum operating 
standard for County thoroughfares and State Highways located within the County. 
 
Levels of service for the study-area roadway segments were determined based on a the 
roadway capacities adopted by Ventura County (see capacity table in the Technical Appendix). 
 Table 1 presents the existing ADT volumes and levels of service for the study-area roadways. 
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Table 1 
Existing Average Daily Traffic 

 
Roadway Segment Classification/Geometry Existing ADT LOS 

Lewis Road n/o Cawelti Road Class I / 4-Lane  13,200 ADT LOS A 
Cawelti Road w/o Lewis Road Class I / 2-lane  1,800 ADT LOS A 
Lewis Road n/o Potrero Road Class I / 4-Lane 6,700 ADT LOS A 

 
 
The data presented in Table 1 indicate that the study-area roadways currently operate at LOS A 
which is considered acceptable based on Ventura County standards. 
 
Intersection Operations 
 
Given the existing roadway volumes and operations (LOS A) and the recent improvements that 
have been made to Lewis Road (i.e. widening to 4-lanes and installation of traffic signals at the 
Cawelti Road and University Drive intersections) it is estimated that the intersections currently 
operate in the LOS A - B range during the A.M. and P.M. peak hour periods. These operations 
would be considered acceptable based on the County's LOS D standard. 
 
Project Trip Generation 
 
As noted in the project description, the existing 279-acre Camarillo Regional Park contains a 
model airplane facility and a remote control boat pond that will be removed from the park as 
part of the environmental restoration of the area.  Removal of these facilities would result in 
reductions in traffic generated at the site.  The University is not proposing to increase staff or 
faculty as a result of acquiring the regional park, thus there would be no traffic increases 
related to the staffing and maintenance of the park.  Traffic generated by the proposed 
educational activities would be from CSUCI students and staff that are on the existing campus 
and would not utilize County roadways to access the site.   
 
The project does include some enhancements to facilitate public access to the open space area 
that could increase traffic traveling to and from the site.  There would also be occasional trips 
made from area schools to visit the site. 
 
Trip generation estimates were developed for the existing Camarillo Regional Park facility 
based on the rates contained in the SANDAG Traffic Generators report for parks.  Table 2 
shows the trip generation estimates developed for the existing park.  Given that some of the 
existing recreational uses will be removed from the site, it is not anticipated that the overall 
traffic generation at the park will change measurably as a result of the project. 
 
However, in order to provide a conservative assessment of future traffic, it is assumed that 
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traffic generated at the park could increase by 5% as a result of the proposed public access 
improvements and the off-site school visits.  This traffic increase is also shown in Table 2. 
 
  

Table 2 
Project Trip Generation 

 
ADT A.M. Peak Hour P.M. Peak Hour Land-Use Size 

Rate Trips Rate Trips Rate Trips 
Existing 
Open Space 

 
279 Acres 

 
1.0 (a) 

 
279 

 
0.04 (a) 

 
11 

 
0.08 (a) 

 
22 

Future Traffic Added 
5% Increase 

 
279 Acres 

 
+14 Trips  

 
 +1 Trip 

 
+1 Trip 

(a) SANDAG Park Rates 
 
 
The data presented in Table 2 show that the future use of the park could generate 14 ADT and 
1 A.M. and 1 P.M. peak hour trip. 
 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC ANALYSIS 
 
Roadway Operations 
 
The addition of 14 average daily trips to the Ventura County roadways adjacent to the site 
would not significantly impact roadway operations.  The roadways currently operate at LOS A 
and could continue to operate at LOS A with the addition of the 14 ADT.  The project would 
therefore not impact the County roadway network based on Ventura County impact 
thresholds. 
 
Intersection Impacts 
 
The addition of 1 peak hour trip to the study-area intersections would not impact operations on 
the surrounding County roadways. The intersections currently operate in the LOS A-B range 
and the addition of 1 peak hour trip would not effect operations.  The project would therefore 
not impact the adjacent intersections based on Ventura County impact thresholds. 
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Site Access 
 
Access to the existing park is provided via a roadway connection (Old Dairy Road) to 
University Drive, located just south of the Calleguas Creek bridge.  The existing driveway 
approach at University Drive does not provide traffic control or striping that defines ingress or 
egress for vehicles entering and exiting the site. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the project improve the driveway approach to provide 
standard intersection striping to define egress and ingress and install a stop-sign and provide a 
striped stop-bar at the outbound approach. 
 
The project access road is currently controlled by a gate located approximately 130-feet east of 
University Drive. The existing distance of 130' between the driveway gate and University 
Drive provides an adequate length for vehicle storage (approximately 6 vehicles) so that traffic 
queues at the park gate would not extend to University Drive and potentially interfere with 
through traffic.  
 
Parking 
 
There is currently no formal centralized parking area for the park.  Observations at the existing 
site indicate that vehicles park in various areas, such as adjacent to the model airplane strip 
and near the old dairy.   
 
The project will provide a centralized parking area once the existing facilities are removed and 
the improvements to the area have been implemented.  Thus parking will be provided in a 
more formalized and organized fashion at the site. 
 
BUILDOUT ANALYSIS 
 
Roadway Operations 
 
Roadway volumes for the Buildout scenario were derived from the data published in the EIR 
completed for the CSUCI Campus Master Plan Project. The ADT volumes include traffic from 
buildout of the County's General Plan and completion of the CSUCI campus master plan 
project. Buildout ADT volumes are presented on Figure 3 and Buildout roadway operations 
are shown in Table 3. 
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Table 3 
Buildout Average Daily Traffic Volumes 

 
Roadway Segment Classification/Geometry Buildout ADT LOS 

Lewis Road n/o Cawelti Road Class I / 4-Lane  34,100 ADT LOS C 
Cawelti Road w/o Lewis Road Class I / 2-lane  12,100 ADT LOS D 
Lewis Road n/o Potrero Road Class I / 4-Lane 41,300 ADT LOS D 

 
 
The data presented in Table 3 indicate that the study-area roadways are forecast to operate at 
LOS D or better under the Buildout scenario. These operations are considered acceptable 
based on the LOS D operating standard for roadways located in the unincorporated areas of 
the  County.  
The addition of the 14 average daily trips that could potentially be generated by the project 
would not generate a significant cumulative impact to the County roadways under the 
Buildout + Project scenario, as all of the roadways would continue to operate at LOS D or 
better.  
 
Intersection Operations 
 
The EIR completed for the CSUCI Campus Master Plan Project identified future operational 
deficiencies at the Lewis Road/University Drive and Lewis Road/Cawelti Road intersections.  
The EIR recommended that Lewis Road be widened to 4 lanes at the intersections and that 
traffic signals be installed at both locations in order to accommodate Buildout traffic volumes. 
These Buildout mitigation measures have been installed at both intersections. 
 
The addition of one peak hour trip that could potentially be generated by the project would 
not generate  significant cumulative impacts at the study-area intersections under the Buildout 
+ Project scenario, as the mitigations required at the adjacent intersections to accommodate 
buildout of the campus have been installed. 
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This concludes out traffic assessment for the CSUCI Recreational Open Space Project. 
 
 
Associated Transportation Engineers 
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Schell, AICP, PTP 
 
 
SAS/MMF 
 
Attachments 










