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2000 National Wetlands Award Recipients 

O u t s t a n d i n g P r o g r a m 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Derb Carter 

Southern Env i ronmenta l Law Center 

Roger Holmes 
Minnesota Depar tment of Natural 
Resources, Divis ion of Fish and Wildl ife 
(ret ired) 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

V o l u n t e e r L e a d e r s h i p 
Roma Armbrust and Jean Harris 
Ormond Beach Observers 
Ventura and Oxnard, Cal i fornia 

L a n d S t e w a r d s h i p a n d 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Raymond Beck 
Farmer 
Marlow, Ok lahoma 

E d u c a t i o n a n d O u t r e a c h 
Linda Beyt 
University of Louis iana Col lege of 
Educat ion 
Lafayette, Louis iana 

S c i e n c e R e s e a r c h 
Ruth Patrick, Ph.D 
Academy of Natura l Sc iences 
Phi ladelphia, Pennsy lvania 

W h a t ' s N e w : 
2008 National Wet lands Award winners 
have been selected! Learn about this 
year 's winners and their 
accompl i shments by v iewing the press 
release. 

The 2008 National Wet lands Awards 
Ceremony was held Tuesday, May 13, 
2008, in the Cannon House Off ice 
Bui lding Caucus Room, Wash ington, DC. 

2008 National Wet lands Awards w inners 
accept their awards. View more photos 
from the ceremony. 

Outstanding Program Development 
When env i ronmenta l i s ts want to protect 
wet lands in North and South Carol ina, they 
seek out Derb Carter. S ince he returned to his 
native Carol ina in 1982, Derb has been 
work ing with conservat ion groups to force 
state and federal agencies to scrut in ize and 
regulate large-sca le wet land convers ions in 
the two states. 

Mr. Carter 's most recent project is protecting 
tens of thousands of coastal North Carol ina 
wet lands from unregulated dra inage. The U.S. 
Court of Appea ls ' 1338 inval idat ion of the 
"Tul loch rule" left wet lands nat ionwide 
vulnerable to dra inage without federal 
regulat ion. Derb Car ter led the effort to stop 
the mass ive wave of wet land drainage on 
severa l fronts. He spearheaded an in-depth 
invest igat ion of numerous huge drainage 
projects, and he worked with regulators to 

stop the unprecedented wet land destruct ion. He also led a coal it ion of env i ronmenta l 
groups in convinc ing North Carol ina to promulgate and use state s tandards to protect 

\ 
Derb Carter 

Southern Environmental Law 
Center 
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wet lands in the wake of the Tul loch decis ion. The enforcement of these standards 
stopped dra inage act iv i ty at many sites. 

In the ear ly 1980s, Derb Carter 's efforts to force env i ronmenta l scrut iny of large-scale 
wet land convers ions stopped a 36,000-acre agr icultural convers ion project and a 
35 ,000-acre peat-min ing project, both in the A lbemar le -Paml i co Sound watershed. The 
wet lands were subsequent ly transferred to the Nat ional Wildl i fe Refuge Sys tem. 

Derb Carter 's command of and respect for the science, law, politics, and stakeholders on 
all s ides of the wet land debate, makes him a highly respected voice for wet land 
protect ion. Both locally and national ly, has raised the level of debate and substant ia l ly 
advanced the cause of wet land protect ion. 

— Jan Goldman-Carter, environmental attorney, Edina, Minnesota 

ram Development 
Roger Holmes, who retired f rom the Minnesota 
Depar tment of Natural Resources this year 
after four decades of serv ice to the agency, 
has been one of the state 's great 
conservat ion is ts and a national leader in 
wet land protect ion and management . Director 
of the depar tment ' s Divis ion of Fish and 
Wildl i fe s ince 1990 and wildl ife sect ion chief 
for 18 years before that, Mr. Ho lmes is best 
known for helping create and secure passage 
of the Reinvest in Minnesota program. 
Establ ished in 1986, the program has 
re invested $135 mil l ion in state funds into 
more than 450 ,000 acres of public and private 
wet lands and other fish, wildlife, and native 
plant habitat. A long with the Reinvest in 
Minnesota program, Roger Holmes has said 
that his two other proudest ach ievements 
were to help expand Minnesota 's public wildlife 
managemen t sys tem to more that a mil l ion 
acres of wet lands and other habitats, and to 
help shape the Natural Resources 

Roger Holmes 
Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources, Division of Fish and 
Wildlife (retired) 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

Conservat ion Serv ice 's Conservat ion Reserve Program to benefit grass land wildlife. 

A national expert on wet land programs and publ ic policy, Mr. Holmes twice served as 
chair of the Mississippi F lyway Counci l , and he also chaired the Nat ional F lyway Counci l . 
In 1999, as pres ident of the Internat ional Assoc iat ion of Fish and Wildl ife Agencies, 
Roger Holmes worked on secur ing passage of the federal Conservat ion and 
Re inves tment Act. His many honors include national awards f rom The Nature 
Conservancy , Ducks Unl imited, the Izaak Walton League of Amer ica , and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildl i fe Serv ice. 

— Dave Schad, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, St. Paul, Minnesota 

Roma Armbrust and Jean Harris 
Ormond Beach Observers 

Ventura and Oxnard, California 

Ms. A rmbrus t and Ms. Harr is are 
retired teachers who became 
conservat ion is ts after jo in ing the 
League of Women Voters. Both 
have spent count less hours 
educat ing the commun i ty about 

the biological va lue of Ormond ' s resources, speak ing out against i l l -conceived 
deve lopment proposals, and increasing commun i t y invo lvement in the planning process 
for the Ormond Beach area. In 1383, they formed the Ormond Beach Observers, which 
unif ied the voice of a number of d iverse organizat ions interested in protect ing the 
wet lands. When the city of Oxnard ul t imately fo rmed the Ormond Beach Task Force, 
these two grandmothers served enthusiast ica l ly and patient ly. Their tenacity and open-
mindedness kept key part ic ipants involved and brought the group to final consensus. 
Earl ier this year, the Cal i fornia Coasta l Conservancy va l idated the crit ical importance of 
preserv ing the wet lands by agreeing to acquire a sizable port ion for restorat ion and 
permanent preservat ion, As Jean Harr is would say, their efforts cont inue to be "a work 
in progress" because the city has yet to approve a final deve lopment plan for the 
Ormond Beach area. Undoubtedly, both women will cont inue to persevere to secure 
permanent protect ion for the invaluable Ormond wet lands. 

When Jean Harr is and Roma 
A rmbrus t call a meet ing to 
d iscuss preservat ion of Ormond 
Beach, env i ronmenta l i s ts , 
property owners, and officials 
f rom all branches of government 
flock to the table. These two 
act iv ists have spent a cumulat ive 
total of 36 years champion ing 
their cause—preservat ion of 
Ormond Beach, an undeveloped 
remnant of a rare salt marsh 
located in Oxnard, Cal i fornia. 

— Kim Uhlich and John Buse, Environmental Defense Centers, Ventura, California 

Land Stewardship and Development 
Raymond Beck, a ret ired city employee, has dedicated and managed his 60-acres of 
land for wildl ife for more than 30 years. He has developed and enhanced wet land sites 
for wood ducks at nest ing densit ies unheard of in south central Ok lahoma. Between 500 
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and 1,000 wood ducks hatch on his property 
every year. 

In this region of the United States, many 
major s t reams were c leared of t imber and 
their channels st ra ightened in the 1950s. As a 
result, wood duck nesting habitat decl ined 
drast ical ly. Mr. Beck became concerned and 
began a wood duck nest box project more 
than 20 years ago with the construct ion of two 
wet lands. Over the years, he has 
exper imented with box clusters, result ing in a 
high number of boxes in a relat ively smal l 
area. In cooperat ion with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildl i fe Serv ice 's Partners for Fish and Wildl ife 
Program, he constructed three addit ional 
wet lands in 1939, which increased his wet land 
habitat to nearly 20 acres. In spring 1993, Mr. 
Beck mainta ined and monitored a total of 140 

wood duck nest boxes, 13 Canada goose nest ing structures, and 50 bluebird boxes. 

Raymond Beck 's wet land project is an outstanding examp le of what one person can 
accompl ish with l imited f inancial resources, a strong land ethic, hard work, and 
dedicat ion to wildl ife. 

Over the years , Mr. Beck not only has restored his land to its op t imum wildl ife habitat 
condit ions, he ardent ly has advocated for wildl ife habitat restorat ion and has 
constructed and given out more than 300 wood duck nest boxes, 100 Canada goose 
nesting structures, and more than 500 bluebird nest boxes to his neighbors, both locally 
and nat ionwide. 

— Jontie Aldrich, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Raymond Beck 
Marlow, Oklahoma 

A middle-school teacher of 23 years, Ms. Beyt 
began explor ing wet lands in 1996 when she 
coordinated a grant to demonst ra te 
Louis iana's annual 25-35 square-mi le loss of 
coastal wet lands. Recogniz ing her lack of 
wet land knowledge, she attended dozens of 
workshops and part ic ipated in a pract icum at 
the U.S. Geological Survey ' s National Wet lands 
Research Center . She has shared her growing 
knowledge through more than 40 workshops, 
including Project WET, Nat ional Sc ience 
Teachers Assoc iat ion Conference, and National 
Wildl ife Federat ion Conservat ion Summi t . She 

spent two years developing "Knee Deep in Louis iana Wet lands , " an interact ive CD-ROM 
that has been distr ibuted to all Louis iana middle schools. 

Linda Beyt 
University of Louisiana College of 

Education 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Education and Outreach 
Four years ago, Linda Beyt d iscovered a 
pass ion for wet land educat ion and began a 
journey that has made her an educat ional 
leader, research partner, and instructor of 
univers i ty faculty. In that short t ime, she has 
kindled the minds of thousands with her own 
zeal and passion for wet lands. 

Ms. Beyt vo lunteered her seventh grade c lass in 1997-1938 for a biodivers i ty program 
of the Amer i can Museum of Natural History. Ms. Beyt also part ic ipated in REEF Watch, 
an expedi t ion to Florida's coral reefs, and she suggested a hypothes is that a Bigelow 
Laboratory scient ist in Maine is test ing. In addit ion, she helped develop the Louisiana 
Wet land Educat ion website. She is now a Univers i ty of Louis iana instructor, training 
faculty f rom 19 univers i t ies to integrate technology and content. She also recently has 
been named Gulf Guard ian of the Year by the Gulf of Mexico Program. 

— Gaye Farris, U.S. Geological Survey National Wetlands Research Center, Lafayette, 
Louisiana 

Ruth Patrick has been a leader in wet land 
research for more than 60 years. She is an 
ecologist whose research has concentrated on 
f reshwater sys tems, specif ical ly d i a t o m s -
smal l components of wet land ecosystems that 
are vital to the biology and chemist ry of 
wet land funct ions. Dr. Patr ick 's broad interests 
include nat ional and internat ional ecology and 
policy, She led research that focused on 
Tin icum marsh in metropol i tan Phi ladelphia 
that contr ibuted to its preservat ion as the 
Heinz National Wildl ife Refuge. Most recently, 
her work has involved gather ing and 
summar i z ing research on aquat ic sys tems and 
wet lands conducted by sc ient ists from all over 
the world. She is also an inventor-her 
d ia tometer measures the health of aquatic 
sys tems. 

Dr. Patrick has been involved with nearly 
every federal agency. Her expert ise and abil ity to effect ively distil l and convey important 

Science Research 

Academy of Natural Sciences 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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in format ion has made her a valuable adv isor to the National Academy of Science, the 
Nat ional Sc ience Foundat ion, the Federal Power Commiss ion , and the Wor ld Wildlife 
Fund, to name jus t a few. In addit ion, she received the Nat ional Medal of Sc ience from 
Pres ident Cl inton, has been awarded 25 honorary degrees, received the Eminent 
Ecologist award f rom the Ecological Soc iety of Amer ica, and she has been honored by 
the Univers i ty of South Caro l ina 's dedicat ion of the Ruth Patr ick Sc ience Educat ion 
Center . 

Ruth Patrick is a role model for ecologists, part icular ly for women scientists. Her diverse 
audience inc ludes po l i cymakers , students, and scient ists who rely on her knowledgeable 
synthes is of complex research issues. 

— John Teal, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, Rochester, Massachusetts 
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