
CSUCI's First Sports Club All-American
Camarillo, Calif., June 11, 2009 - Austin Dias, a 2009 graduate from California State
University Channel Islands, was selected by the Inter-Collegiate Sailing Association
(ICSA) of North America as an All-American.  Dias also received the James Rousmaniere
Award for Student Leadership and was inducted into the Sailing Hall of Fame on June 3 in
San Francisco.

The James Rousmaniere Award is presented annually, recognizing extraordinary
leadership and achievement by an undergraduate whose efforts have made a significant
contribution to the development, progress, and success of his or her team, conference,
or the ICSA. The individual that demonstrates leadership over a period of years, rather
than a single year, receives the most serious consideration. "Austin truly exemplifies the
All-American status. His hard work and energy in building a sustainable and successful
program at CSUCI is inspiring," said Mitch Brindley, President of the College Sailing
Association.     

In spring 2006 Dias began working with Campus Recreation staff on the development of
the first sports club at CSUCI. Through countless hours of commitment and dedication as
the founding member and president of this sports club, Dias held a 3.1 GPA, with a double
major in Business and Political Science.  

Highlights of Channel Islands' Sailing Club from 2007-2009 include:
 
* 2007 CSUCI Sailing Keelboat Team was in the top three teams of the Southern
Conference and qualified for the Pacific Conference Championships  for Keelboats
* 2008 CSUCI Sailing Dinghy Team 5th out of 20 boats at UCLA hosted race
* 2009 CSUCI Sailing Dinghy Team 5th out of 19 boats at UCSB hosted race 
* 2009 CSUCI Sailing Offshore Team tied for 2nd at the Harbor Cup Regatta (National
Event)
* 2009 CSUCI Sailing Dinghy Team qualifies for the Pacific Coast Championship for the
first time

For media inquiries contact Nancy Covarrubias Gill, Director of Communication &
Marketing at 805-437-8456 or nancy.gill@csuci.edu.

                                                                                  ###

CSU Channel Islands is accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges
and Universities of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.

CSUCI Mission Statement
Placing students at the center of the educational experience, California State University
Channel Islands provides undergraduate and graduate education that facilitates learning
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within and across disciplines through integrative approaches, emphasizes experiential and
service learning, and graduates students with multicultural and international perspectives.


