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Family Wall 

Purpose of Lesson: 

I am engaging children in this lesson because many show an extreme interest in 

their families. The skills learned will be most important so that children will be 

able to relate to others and understand family structure. This lesson helps 

children understand their home culture and family structure as well as others, 

which increases their awareness of diversity. 

Learning Objectives: 

Children will be given the opportunity to understand differences among people as 

well as similarities. Children will have opportunities to learn about themselves and 

their peers and they will have the opportunity to express themselves in the 

language they feel most comfortable using. These activities support my 

theoretical framework in the respects of the importance of bilingual education and 

the value of it for children, that play is children's work, the development of 

mulitcultural and adaptive curriculum, and an emphasis on families and 

community. Children's strengths are that they are extremely adaptive and work 

well in several different classroom settings. The children are extremely interested 

in their families and talking about different members with other children and 

teachers. 

Connection to Early Childhood Standards: 

California Department of Education Preschool Learning Foundations 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf 

Social- Emotional Development Domain 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoollf.pdf


1. Self, which includes self-awareness and self-regulation, social and emotional 

understanding, empathy and caring, and initiative in learning 

2. Social Interaction, which focuses on interactions with familiar adults, 

interactions with peers, group participation, and cooperation and responsibility 

1. Relationships, which addresses attachments to parents, close relationships 

with teachers and caregivers, and friendships 

English Language Development Domain 

1. Listening, which includes understanding words, requests and directions, and 

basic and advanced concepts 

Mathematics Domain 

5. Mathematical Reasoning, which addresses how young children use 

mathematical thinking to solve everyday problems 

Materials 

Butcher paper 

Masking tape 

Crayons, colored pencils, pencils, markers, etc. 

Family books 

Outdoor Play: ACTION 

1 .Post a large piece of butcher paper both outdoors and indoors during 

free play. Place several mediums to use on the paper such as: crayons, 

markers, pencils, pens, chalk, etc. 

2. Talk to children about their families when beginning this activity. 

Encourage children to draw their families or things that they feel represent 

their family culture. 



3. Leave this up as an ongoing activity and continue revisiting it with the 

children, assessing their understanding of family structure. 

4. Leave out a book box filled with culturally relevant books that represent 

several different family structures for children to use as they like while 

completing this activity. 

*This activity was extremely successful for me as an activity that children could 

approach during their free play. I chose to post the paper outside for use during 

their outdoor play, but this can also be done indoors if space allows. 

Student Assessment (Learning Story Format): 

Assessment was conducted through anecdotal records, both taken during the 

activity and post activity. Photos were also taken for documentation. These were 

used to help create learning stories. Learning stories help to tell the story of what 

a child is working on, analyzes this learning, and then plans what is next for the 

child in their learning. Below you will see a learning story written for this particular 

activity. 

Learning Story 

What's Happening? 

N was drawing on the Family Wall, she continued to visit it over the course of two 

days. On the second day, Nicole was working for quite a while and making 

several drawings. My site supervisor alerted me to some work that she thought 

was interesting. N had drawn a picture of a person's face and it appeared that 

there were tears running down the cheeks. I asked her if the person was sad. 

She shook her head no. I thought a bit more and asked if the person hurt. She 



said, "Si, es L y duele en su cabesa." Later I was writing the children's names 

near their work and when I got to N I asked her to write her own name since I 

knew that she knew how. N wrote her name and drew a circle around it. This was 

repeated almost every time after she made a new drawing. 

Review of Learning 

N's artistic development is progressing as is notably her understanding of 

sympathy and empathy. N seemed sad, slightly melancholy while she made the 

drawing of L, her sister, and worked with intention. Her work with writing her 

name is becoming something that is both easy for her as well as fun. She seems 

to enjoy writing her name, which I noticed with the repetition of the activity. 

What's Next? 

I think it's important to watch N's drawings and other work to see where she's 

coming from. She seem to have an important story to tell in her work, as all 

children do, and it's important to learn her story. N should be given more 

opportunities to write and express herself through artistic and linguistic 

expression. 

Words to Use 
Mama/ Madre/Mami- Mom (Spanish) 
Nai- Mom (Mixteco) 
Papa/ Padre- Dad (Spanish) 
Tai- Dad (Mixteco) 
Los padres- Parents (Spanish) 
Abuela/Abuelita- Grandma (Spanish) 
Abuelo/Abuelito- Grandpa (Spanish) 
Tio/a- Uncle/Aunt (Spanish) 
Hermano/a- Brother/Sister (Spanish) 
Primo/a- Cousin (Spanish) 

*Please see attached photos as well as a complete Family Wall. 




