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VCCW Issues VILLA CAMPESINA

by Com m is s io ne rs  Lauren An de rs on  and Karen F lo c k

This  com in g F ou rt h  o f  J ul y  th e  fa m i l i e s  o f  th e  V i l la  C am pes in a  hope  to c e l eb ra te  a spec ia l  
kind of  ind ep en de nc e .
For seven years ,  T e r e s a  Cortes  o f  Moorpark h a s  been w o rk in g  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  to put the  Vi l la  
Cam pe s i na  to g e th e r .  D ev e l o p m e n t  as s i s ta n c e  ha s  been provided by th e  Cabri l lo  Econo m ic  
Deve lo pm en t  C orp ora t ion .  T h e  purpose o f  the  program is to ena bl e  f a m i l i e s  to own the ir  own  
homes  - but it i s n ’t as  s im pl e  as al l  tha t .
Cortes  said  s p e c i f i c  requirem ent s  must  be met  by th e  f a m i l ie s  be f or e  t h e y  can q u a l i f y  for  
loans from th e  Farm ers  H o m e  A d m i n is tr a t io n  ( F m H A ) .  T h e  f a m i l y  must  be low income,  be able  
to dem on st ra te  t h a t  it can m a k e  m o rt ga ge  pa y m en ts  and not own a n o t h e r  hom e.
What m a k e s  the  project  so unique  is th a t  the  fa m i l i e s  bui ld the  h om es  th em sel ve s .  Cortes  
expl a in ed th e  F m H A  provides  loans ,  up to $60 ,0 00 .  T h e  P e o p l e ’s S e l f  H el p  H ous in g  
Corporat ion o f  S a n  Luis Ob ispo  C oun ty  wil l  m a n a g e  hous e  cons tru ct ion ,  tra in th e  f am i l ie s ,  
and obt a in  su b co n tr a ct or s  for  te c h n i c a l  work inc lud ing  p lumbing and e le ct r i ca l .  T h is  is the  
f irst  project  o f  i ts  k i nd in V e n tu r a  County .  Cortes  said  th is  type o f  s e l f - h e l p  program has  
been proven in o th er  areas .
The f a c t  t h a t  th e  f a m i l i e s  do much o f  th e  work the m se lv es  ha s  been one o f  the  more  d i f f i c u l t  
aspects  o f  th e  program,  Cortes  said.  "It’s very hard for  so m eo ne  to m a k e  a c o m m i tm e n t  when  
they d o n ’t see  s o m e t h i n g  phys ica l ly ,"  she  said.
To build the  h om e,  one o f  the  req uirements  is t h a t  the  fa m i l y  must  w or k  40 hours a w eek  on 
the bui lding process,  in ad d i t io n  to the ir  own out s ide  jobs.  T h e  c on s tr uct io n  period tak es  
about 10 mo nth s .  " T h a t’s w h y  it ta k e s  so long to m a k e  the  dream com e true," Cortes  said.
People w h o  are i n te re s te d  in p a r t ic ip at in g  in the  V i l la  C am p es in a  s e l f - h e l p  project  may  
contact  Karen F lo c k  at  Cabri l lo  E co no m ic  D ev e l op m en t  Cor porat ion ,  ( 80 5)  659 -3 791 .
Appropriately ,  th e  lo ca t i o n  o f  th e  land for  this  f i rs t  g r ou n db re ak in g  on Ju l y  4 is on 
Liberty Bel l  R oa d  in Moorpark.  T h e  land,  am ou n t i n g  to 10.7 acres ,  was  or i g i na l l y  pur chased  
from the  Los A n g e l e s  A rc h d i o c e se .  Cortes  said th e  Ci ty o f  Moorpark ha s  been very he lpful ,  
working c l os e l y  w i t h  V i l la  C am p es in a  to see t h a t  all  requirements  are met.

(Continued on page 2)
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H O U S I N G  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  
by Susan Witt ing,  Attorney

Many women are needless ly  
discr iminated aga in st  in the  
housing arena by the  landlord,  
the rental  agent ,  or the  bank  
when they  seek  to rent or to 
buy a place to l ive.  Much of  
the frustrat ion  exper ien ce d  
when a woman is denied  she l ter  
can be a l lev iated  by knowi ng  
your legal  r ights in this  
area.
Equal hous ing is your civil  
right and C al i for ni a  law  
spe c i f ica l ly  forbids  
discr imination in mo rtgage  
l ending,  in rent ing or sel l ing  
a house,  apartment ,  condominium  
or other res idence  based on 
sex, race,  color,  sexual  
preference,  marita l  s ta tus  or 
rel igion.
Basical ly,  thi s means th a t  a 
landlord or sel ler cannot  
refuse to sell ,  rent or lease  
housing to you i f  it is based  
for ins tance  on the  f a c t  that  
you are a woman,  divorced or 
separated,  or a s ingle parent.
You must be given th e  
opportuni ty for  hous ing  on the  
same terms and cond i t ions  and  
be al lowed the same privileges,  
fac i l i t i es  and services in 
connect ion the rewi th .
If you are buying a ho m e or 
condominium,  the mortgage  
lender must o f f e r  you a loan on 
the same fav orable  terms and  
condit ions tha t  they  would  
o ff er  to another  person.  T h a t  
is not to say,  however,  i f  you  
cannot qua l i fy  for  a loan based  
solely on f ina nc ia l  
requirements tha t  a lender has  
to f inance  your mortgage;  it 
means that  i f a l ender o f f ers  a 
mortgage  with 5% down,  they  
cannot require women to put 10% 
down because they fe e l  women  
are a greater credi t ri sk (or 
any other d iscr iminatory  
just i f i cat ion . )  Also,  a 
married woman with her own

separate property does not  
require her  hu sb an d’s s ignature  
as a co-signer .
Cal i for ni a  law has  al so he ld  
tha t  you may not be 
discr iminated  against  in the  
sale or rental  o f  hous ing  based  
upon age.  For example ,  you 
cannot  be denied the r ight to 
purchase or rent hous ing  
because you have chi ldren.
"Adults Only" arbi trary  
discriminat ion  has  been  
out lawed;  however,  a notable  
excep t ion  ex ist s  for  certain  
senior hous ing  deve lopments  who  
may discr iminate  based on age,  
but the  requirements for such  
are s tr ic t ly  construed.
I f  you fee l  that  you have been 
discriminated against  in 
housing ,  you can cont act  the  
Cal i for ni a  Dep artment  of  Fair  
Employment  and Housing  and f i l e  
a compla int  wi t h i n  60 days  of  
the  violat ion.  For further  
inform at io n  contact  the  local  
Department  o f  Fair Employment  
and Hous ing ,  located at 5720  
Rals ton  St. ,  Sui te  302,
Ventura,  (805)  654-4513 ,  or 
cont act  an attorney.

(Continued from  page 1)

S i x t y - t w o  homes  wil l  be built 
on the  si te.  Cortes  expla ined  
when she s tarted  the program 
seven years ago,  450 fami l ies  
had been interes ted in building  
homes for themselves .  She  said 
the purpose of  organizing Vil la  
Campes ina  was to not only build 
these  homes,  but to build a 
strong com munity  where people 
could work toge ther  to solve 
problems and improve  
themselves .
Cortes  said she looks forward  
to working  on many more 
projects  to help other people  
have  a home of  their own.

D E P A R T M E N T  OF FAIR  
EMP L OY ME NT A ND  H O U S I N G

Hou sing  d iscr iminat ion  is 
i l l egal  in Ca l i fornia .  I f  you  
are renting,  l eas ing  or buying a 
home,  there are federal  and  
s tate  laws  to protect  you.
I f  you are a victim of  
discriminat ion ,  write down w ha t  
happened to you and when,  then  
call  the Department  of  Fair  
Employment  and Hous ing.  (805)  
654-4513 ,  in Ventura.  D o n ’t 
delay.  Prompt act ion is 
important .  A s t a f f  member will  
take down your i nfo rm at i on  and  
invest igate your compla int .
Th e  Department  of  Fair  
Employment  and H ous ing  wil l  not  
be your representat ive whi le  
invest igat ing your compla int .
At that  point,  the Depar tment  is 
a neutral  fa c t - f in d i n g  agency .
If  the consul t ant ’s 
invest igat ion reveals tha t  the  
law was violated,  then the  
Department  can act  as your  
advocate  and seek justice  for  
you. Usual ly ,  the D e p a r t m e n t ’s 
s t a f f  will  f irst  try mediat ion  
to set t le  the dispute.  I f  tha t  
fai l s ,  l egal  act ion may be taken  
to en force  the law.
Vict ims  of  d i scr iminat ion  may be 
compensated  in several  ways .
Fair Employment  and H ous ing  
o f f ic i a l s  can order tha t  the  
hous ing  you want ed (or s imi lar  
housing) be made  avai lable  to 
you. The y  can order th a t  a cash  
payment  be made  to you,  so that  
you can recover exp enses  caused  
by having to f ind  other  
housing.  They  can direct  the  
discr iminator to take  
af f ir m at i ve  act ion to m a xi m ize  
equal  opportuni ty.  For example ,  
the discriminator  can be ordered  
to advertise vacancies  in 
minori ty newspapers  or to post  
equal  opportunity posters in a 
rental  o f f ic e .  In most  cases,
Fair Employment  and Hous ing  
s t a f f  wil l  moni tor the  act ions  
of a discr iminator  to insure  
that the d iscriminat ion  has  
stopped._______
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NETWORKING FOR H O U S I N G  IN 
V E N T U R A  C O U N T Y  

Commissioner Karen Flock
Networking for Hou s ing  in 
Ventura County is a partnership  
of public and private groups  
that has organized to seek  
increased avai labi l i ty  of  
affordable hous ing  for  
residents of  Ventura  County  
whose incomes are below 80% of  
the median (be low $26 ,700  for  a 
family of  four).
Networking Interim President  
Lynn Jacobs,  o f  A ff o r d a b le  
Communities ,  reports that  the  
group has had a pos it ive  
response to its proposal  to 
establ ish an A ff o r d a b le  Hous ing  
Revolving Loan Fund.  The  
County of  Ventura  has com mitted  
$50,000 to the Loan Fund,  and  
the cities o f  Camari l lo  and  
Port Hueneme have al so agreed  
to part icipate.  N et w o rk i n g  has  
proposed that  al l  local  c i ties  
part icipate in the  Loan Fund.

e Fund is a f i rs t  step in 
making avai lable  new resources  
for af f ordable  hous ing  
locally.  It wil l  m ake  startup  
loans for proposed af f o rd a b l e  
housing projects,  and in this  
way will  f a c i l i t a t e  the  
development of  such housing.
Networking  is a response to the  
Ventura County hous ing  crisis,  
a crisis tha t  is becoming more  
widely recognized .  In its 1985  
Ventura C ount y’s Women; A Needs  
Assessment and Five Year P la n , 
the Ventura County Commission  
for Women des ignated  the  
housing problem as its number  
one priority.  "The shor tag e  of  
housing that  low-  and  
moderate- income people can  
a ffor d to rent or buy is 
Ventura C oun ty’s most  
widespread serious soc ial  
problem," according  to the  
United Way of  Ventura  C ou nt y’s 

??? Springboard for Action: A 
su m m a ry  of  Human Service  
Resources and Needs  in Ventura  
County .

T h e  ext ent  of  the problem is 
h i gh l igh t ed  by the fa c t  tha t  
the  median sales  price of  a new  
s ingle f am i ly  det ac he d home is 
over $200 ,000  in Ventura  County  
in 1987.
N e t w o r k i n g ’s e ight  found ing  
members represent  a broad base  
of  community  involvement  and  
concern about the hous ing  
problem. T h ey  are: A ff o r d a b le  
Communit ies ,  the Area Hous ing  
Authori ty  of  Ventura County,  
the Cabri llo Economic  
Development  Corporation,  El 
Conci l io  del Condado de 
Ventura,  Many Mansions,  Project  
Unde rstanding ,  the  Ventura  
County Commiss ion  for Women and  
the Ventura County Commission  
on Human Concerns .  S ince  the  
hous ing  problem is of  
part icular concern to women,  it 
is s i gn i f ic an t  tha t  many of  
these org anizat ions  are 
represented in N et wor ki ng  by 
women, including Lynn Jacob s  of  
A ff or d ab le  Communit ies ,  Carolyn  
Briggs of  the Housing  
Authori ty ,  Karen Flock of  the  
Commission for Women and 
Roch el le  Stevens  of  the  
Commission on Human Concerns .
N e tw o r k i n g ’s phi losophy is that  
people are ent i t led  to decent  
housing,  and that  there are 
untapped resources and creat ive  
solut ions  that  can be brought  
to bear to address hous ing  
problems in Ventura  County .

"SALUTE TO WOMEN"  
AW ARD S

N O M I N A T I O N  DEADLINE:  
J U N E  15

CALL 652-7611 FOR I N F O R M A T I O N  
OR TO R E Q U E S T  

A N O M I N A T I O N  FORM,
OR PICK U P  A FO RM  AT Y O U R  

LOCAL L I B R AR Y .

S A L U T E  TO  WOMEN
t h e  Commiss ion  for  Women  
encourages you to submit a 
nomination for  one of  the  1987 
"Salute  to Women" awards .  Each  
year the  Commiss ion recognizes  
women who  have made  an 
outs tanding  contribut ion  in one  
of e ight  areas: T h e  Arts,
Business,  Community  Service  
( there are three sub-divis ion  
areas for cons iderat ion  in this  
category,  i.e., women  
pr of ess ional ly  employed in 
community  service; women  
employed outs ide the  home who  
volunteer their t ime in 
community  service; and women  
who de f ine  the ir  work as 
hom emake r ,  are not employed  
outside the  home,  and who  
part ic ipate  act ive ly  in their  
community) ,  Educat ion,  Law,  
Media,  S c i e n c e / H e a l t h ,  and  
Young Woman (age  18-25).
The  awards  wil l  be presented at  
the "Salute To Women" Awards  
Banquet  on Thursday,  October 29 
at the Westlake  Plaz a  Hotel .
The  banquet is sponsored by the  
Friends of  the  Commiss ion,  Inc.  
and is the major fundrais ing  
event held by the Friends.
Funds are used to support  
Commiss ion  for  Women projects  
and act ivi t ies .
For i nfo rm at i on  on patron  
reservations,  reservat ions for  
tables for 10, and individual  
seating reservations,  you may  
cal l  Lee Anderson,  (805)  
496-8470.
To receive a nom inat ion  form  
you may cal l  the Commission for  
Women o f f ic e ,  9 a.m. - 1 p.m., 
at 652-7611 .
The  nominat ion  forms must be 
postmarked no later than June  
15. N om in at io ns  should be 
mailed to the Ventura County  
Commission for  Women o f f ice ,  
505 Poli  St. ,  Ventura .  93001.



C O M M I S S I O N  F O R  WOMEN  
M E E T I N G S

Th e Com m iss io n  fo r  Women meets  
on the  th ird  S a t u r d a y  o f  ea ch  
month from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Our regular m e et in g  p l ace  in 
Camari l l o  is und er going  
asbestos  removal  and wil l  be  
un avai lable  for  the  n e x t  f e w  
months .

T he  m e et in g  on Ju ne  20 wil l  be 
held in C o n f e r e n c e  R o o m  A & B 
at the  T h o u s a n d  O a k s  Library,  
1401 E. Jan s s  Rd.  T h e  
l ocat ions  fo r  the  J u l y - O c t o b e r  
meet ings  wil l  be ann ounc ed .
All  Comm iss io n  m e et in gs  are  
open to th e  public.
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