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CALL TO ORDER

The February meeting of the Ventura County Commission for Women was 

called to order at 9 :0 5  a.m. by Virginia Connell, Co-Chair for the Com­

mission. The meeting was held in Camarillo at the Famarillo Public 

Library, 3100 Ponderosa Drive.

Ms. Connell asked that the guests introduce themselves to the Commission 

and tell what organization or group they represented. Also, the Com­

missioners introduced themselves to the guests. Tila Estrada, the new 

Commission appointee from Supervisor Flynn 's  d istrict , was also introduced 

to the guests, and was formally seated at the meeting.
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REVIEW OF MINUTES

The c o r r e c t i o n s  i n  th e  J a n u a r y  M in u te s  w ere  a s  fo llo w s :

1 . Ida R ic h a rd so n  was n o t  l i s t e d  a s  b e in g  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  l a s t  
m e e tin g , b u t  sh e  d id  a t t e n d  t h a t  m e e tin g  and was s e a te d  w ith  
t h e  C o m m iss io n e rs .

2. Page 3 , u n d e r  h e a d in g  C h ild  C a re  C om m ittee , i te m  1: Mary Ja n e  
Jo h n s  s a id  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a F o s t e r  G ra n d p a re n t P rogram  in  o p e r a t io n  
a t  C a m a r i l lo  S t a t e  H o s p i t a l ,  n o t  S t .  Johns H o s p i t a l ,  a s  shown in  
th e  J a n u a ry  M in u te s .

3 . Page 3 , u n d e r  h e a d in g  C h i ld  C a re  C om m ittee , i te m  4 : The name o f  
B o n ita  W a lla c e  was s p e l l e d  i n c o r r e c t l y .  I t  s h o u ld  h av e  b e e n  
B o n ita  W a ll ic h .

T i la  E s tra d a  moved to  a c c e p t  t h e  M in u te s  a s  c o r r e c t e d .  M otion  was seco n d ed  
and  p a s s e d .

TREASURER'S REPORT

F in a n c e  O f f i c e r  E r in  S h e f f i e l d  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a 15% c u t  in  
th e  .C om m ission 's  b u d g e t .  T h is  d e c r e a s e  shows up m o s tly  i n  t h e  a re a  o f  
s e r v i c e s  and  s u p p l i e s .  The b u d g e t  i s  s t i l l  i n  good s h a p e , b u t  i t  h as  
b e e n  c u t  b a c k .

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPORT

E x e c u tiv e  S e c r e t a r y  S andra  R yder r e p o r te d  on o u tg o in g  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  to  
P r in c i p a l  P a u l W oodard on th e  c h i l d  c a r e  i s s u e ,  to  C ongressm en L agom arsino  
and G o ld w a te r, a s k in g  them t o  keep  a b r e a s t  o f  th e  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  th e  
C om m ission s u b m it te d ,  and to  T i la  E s t r a d a ,  w elcom ing h e r  to  th e  C om m ission.

CHILD CARE PROJECT COMMITTEE

C h a ir  D o ro th y  E ngel r e p o r t e d  on th e  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C h ild  C a re  C om m ittee  on 
F e b ru a ry  6 . She a l s o  p a s se d  o u t  i n v i t a t i o n s  and p rog ram s f o r  th e  F e b ru a ry  
27 O r i e n t a t i o n  M ee tin g  o f  t h e  C om m ittee . Ms. E ngel d i s c u s s e d  th e  p u rp o se  
o f  th e  O r i e n t a t i o n  M e e tin g  and  a sk e d  f o r  v o lu n te e r  h e lp  i n  p e rfo rm in g  
n e c e s s a r y  d u t i e s  a t  t h a t  m e e tin g . Ms. E ngel i n d ic a te d  t h a t  anyone  who 
v o l u n te e r s  a t  th e  m e e tin g  to  h e lp  on th e  C h ild  C a re  P r o j e c t  c a n  e x p e c t a t  
l e a s t  two m onths o f  w ork . Jam es Isom , D i r e c to r  o f  PSSA, w i l l  b e  th e  
p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  O r i e n t a t i o n  M e e tin g .

Mary J a n e  Jo h n s  s a id  t h e r e  a r e  o p e n in g s  a t  th e  P o r t  Hueneme N aval B ase 
C h ild  C a re  C e n te r  f o r  some c i v i l  s e r v i c e  f a m i l i e s .
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

Lauren Anderson reported on the progress of the Commission's newsletter.

The Committee has been trying to find sources to print the newsletter at 

a good price , i f  not gratuitously. Also, the Committee is seeking adver­

tising from outside private sources. The estimate received from Ventura 

College (8 pages, 1100 copies) was approximately $350. This does not 

include the mailing cost. Erin Sheffield suggested that it would save 

money to produce the newsletter only quarterly, instead of every other 

month. Tila Estrada suggested contacting Marcella Franco of Franco 

Associates to help with the printing of the newsletter.

Yvonne Bodle suggested soliciting  newsletter sponsors from women's organi­

zations, individuals and business groups. Individuals and organizations 

present responded in the affirm ative and pledged $200 from the floor:

1. Sandra Sanders, Buena Center BPW Club -- $25

2. Lynne Alfasso -- $25

3. Ventura-Oxnard NOW -- $25

4 .  Ventura BPW Club -- $25

5. Ventura College Staff ,  through Yvonne Bodle -- $25

6. National Women's Political  Caucus -- $25

7. Simi-Conejo NOW -- $25

8. Lee Anderson -- $25

JoAnne Moore suggested looking into help from the Bank of A. Levy for the 

printing of the newsletter, as they print the Ventura County Historical 

Society newsletter free of charge.

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Erin Sheffield  reported on financial assistance letters sent to the Achille  

Levy Foundation and to California Community Foundation to support the 

Commission for Women.

Steve Wiman received a phone call stating the $300 ,000  federal grant 

applied for was received. He w ill  continue to follow its progress.
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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS COMMITTEE

V ir g in ia  C o n n e ll  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  M ary Mason an d  L i la  S t e r n  h a v e  v o lu n te e r e d  
t h e i r  t im e  t o  s e r v e  on t h i s  C o m m ittee . A ls o ,  B onn ie  W a rr in g to n  h a s  b een  
w ork ing  a lo n g  w ith  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A n a ly s is  C om m ittee . The fo llo w in g  
b i l l s  w ere  d i s c u s s e d :

1 . The Com m ission r e q u e s te d  t h a t  th e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v is o r s  s u p p o r t  
SB1330, i n c r e a s in g  m a r r ia g e  l i c e n s e  f e e s .  The Com m ission w ro te  
a l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t ,  an d  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v is o r s  a g re e d  to  
s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l ,  a s  w e l l .

2 . The Com m ission r e q u e s te d  t h a t  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v is o r s  d e c la r e  
M arch 7 -1 3 , 1982 , a s  W omen's H is to r y  Week. The B oard  a g re e d  to  
do s o , and  th e  p r o c la m a t io n  w i l l  b e  fo r th c o m in g . E r ic a  N e v i l l e  
h as  p o s t e r s  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  an d  sh e  d i s p la y e d  a T - s h i r t  and  an  
a p ro n  a d v e r t i s i n g  N a t io n a l  W omen's H is to r y  Week. C a ro l Keo- 
c h e k ia n  moved t h a t  t h e  C om m ission w r i t e  to  c i t i e s  to  s u p p o r t  
W omen's H is to r y  Week. M o tio n  seco n d e d  and  p a s s e d .

3 . A l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  was s e n t  t o  Assem blym an F i l a n t e  r e g a rd in g  
A JR 62, s u p p o r t  o f  m i l i t a r y  s p o u s e s .  V i r g in ia  C o n n e ll  n o t i f i e d  
th e  Com m ission t h a t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  w h ich  w i l l  b e  fo llo w e d  w i l l  
b e  to  recommend t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  A n a ly s t  B la k e  B o y le  t h a t  th e  
C om m ission s u p p o r ts  a p a r t i c u l a r  b i l l ,  and  i t  w i l l  th e n  b e  
p a s s e d  a lo n g  to  th e  B o ard  o f  S u p e r v is o r s  f o r  c o n s id e r a t i o n .

C a ro l K eo c h e k ia n  made th e  reco m m en d a tio n  to  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A n a ly s is  
C om m ittee  t h a t  a t  f u t u r e  m e e tin g s  t h e  b i l l s  to  be  c o n s id e r e d  b e  g iv e n  to  
t h e  C om m issioners so  t h a t  th e y  c a n  lo o k  them  o v e r  and  b e  f a m i l i a r  w ith  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r i o r  to  t h e  m e e t in g . T h e re  was c o n c e n su s  on th e  m a t te r .

ERA SUPPORT MOTION

The m e e tin g  was tu r n e d  o v e r  to  C o -C h a ir  Yvonne B o d le  to  c o n d u c t t h e  
d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  ab o v e  m o tio n  t h a t  was made a t  th e  J a n u a ry  30 m ee tin g  
and  p o s tp o n e d  u n t i l  F e b ru a ry  20 . The m o tio n , made by  V i r g in ia  C o n n e ll ,  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  C om m ission f o r  Women go p u b l i c ly  on r e c o rd  s u p p o r t in g  t h e  
ERA; and  s e c o n d ly ,  t h a t  t h e  C om m ission  recommend to  th e  B oard  o f  S u p e r­
v i s o r s  t h a t  th e y  go on r e c o r d  s u p p o r t in g  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  ERA.

A f t e r  a r e s t a t i n g  o f  t h e  m o tio n , V i r g in i a  C o n n e ll  sp o k e  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  
many o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  g ro u p s  who h a v e  come o u t  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  ERA. Ms. 
C o n n e ll  s a id  t h e r e  i s  no q u e s t io n  a s  to  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t h e  V en tu ra
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County Commission for Women taking a stand to support the ERA. Ms. 

Connell also said the Commission wants to give the public an opportunity 

to voice their response to this question.

Ms. Bodle outlined the way in which the discussion would proceed: Each 

member of the public present would be given three minutes to state their 

opinion, after which time each Commissioner would be able to state their 

view. Also, Jean Getchell from the County's Chief Administrative Office  

would be given time to speak.

The guests who spoke were the following:

1. Sandra Sanders - BPW Club - She supports the ERA and wants to 

see the Commission come out in public support of it .

2. Jean Taylor - She asked i f  Board of Supervisors are in support 

of ERA. Ms. Connell said she had not personally polled them.

3. Jean Getchell - She presented the Board of Supervisor's position 

Each Board member has a personal opinion, but the ERA was not

to be an issue presented by the Commission for Women to the 

Board of Supervisors for consideration.

4 . Deanna Hackman - She said many counties have come out in favor 

of the ERA. It  is not a divisive  issue. She is disappointed 

in the Board of Supervisors.

5 . Joe Pellin i  - Ventura-Oxnard NOW - She is disappointed in the 

Board, also . She would like  to see the Commission come out in 

favor of the ERA, even i f  the Board of Supervisors does not.

The ERA is supported by the majority of Americans and Ventura 

County residents, she indicated.

6. Jim DeMaegt - He disagrees with the position of the Board of 

Supervisors. This is a very crucial issue and the Commission 

must take a position for the women of Ventura County. If  the 

Commission does not take a stand on this really important issue, 

it i s n 't  really representing women or men.

7. Jarryl Larson- Women are not defined in the 14th amendment of 

the Constitution, therefore are not given equal rights. D i f ­

ferent states have different laws, and women are not treated 

equally everywhere in the U .S . Only the word "men" appears 

in the 14th amendment.
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8 . Lynee A l f a s s o  -  A re  th e  C om m ission  members to o  a f r a i d  to  s ta n d  
up f o r  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women?

9 . D o ro th y  B e a h rs -  The Com m ission h a s  l i m i t e d  a u t h o r i t y  to  come 
o u t  in  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  a b o v e  t h e  t a s k  g iv e n  them by th e  
B oard  o f  S u p e r v is o r s .  Does n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  Com m ission ta k in g  
a s ta n d  on th e  ERA i s s u e .

10. Lee A n d erso n  -  B u s in e ss  women -  S u p p o r ts  t h e  ERA. Why d o e s n 't  
t h e  B oard o f  S u p e r v is o r s  a l lo w  t h i s  i s s u e  to  come b e f o r e  them?
The Board c a n ' t  p o s s ib ly  a v o id  t h i s  i s s u e .  The Com m ission i s  
o n ly  a h o llo w  in s t r u m e n t  i f  th e y  c a n ' t  s u p p o r t  t h i s  i s s u e .

11. L o u is e  G rethow  -  A m erican  A s o c i a t i o n  o f  U n i v e r s i ty  Women -  
She to o k  a r o l e  in  s u p p o r t in g  t h e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  Com m ission 
and  sh e  w an ts  to  s e e  t h e  C om m ission come to  g r i p s  w ith  t h e  
r e a l l y  im p o r ta n t  i s s u e s ,  l i k e  t h e  ERA.

12. B e rd in e  Jo h n so n  -  She i s  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  th e  ERA ta k in g  away 
any  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s  women now h a v e . Women d o n 't  need  th e  
ERA. A g a in s t  th e  Com m ission s u p p o r t in g  i t .

The C om m issioners now h ad  a c h a n ce  to  e x p re s s  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s :

1. E r in  S h e f f i e ld  -  F in a n c e  O f f i c e r  -  The members o f  th e  C h ild  
C a re  C om m ittee  do n o t  c o n s id e r  c h i l d  c a r e  a f r i v i l o u s  i s s u e ,  
a s  one g u e s t  in t im a te d .  The C om m ission s e r v e s  a t  th e  p l e a s u r e  
o f  t h e  B oard  o f  S u p e r v is o r s ,  and  i t  c an  o n ly  do w hat th e y  a s k .
I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t h a t  th e  C om m ission  n o t  g e t  s id e t r a c k e d  by  
p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n s .  Ms. S h e f f i e l d  moved t h a t  we t a b l e  t h e  
m o tio n . S andra Ryder se co n d e d  t h e  m o tio n .

Yvonne B od le  a sk e d  i f  t h e r e  w ere  any  o b j e c t io n s  to  t h i s  a c t i o n .  D oro thy  
E n g e l, JoA nne M oore and V i r g in ia  C o n n e ll  o b je c te d  to  t h i s  a c t i o n  a s  prem a­
t u r e  a s  t h e  C om m issioners h ad  n o t  had  a c h a n c e  to  v o ic e  t h e i r  v ie w s . Ms. 
S h e f f i e ld  w ith d re w  th e  m o tio n , and  Ms. R yder w ith d re w  t h e  se co n d .

2. D oro thy  E ngel -  C h a i r ,  C h i ld  C a re  C om m ittee  -  She s a id  s h e  i s  
p e r s o n a l ly  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  ERA. She th in k s  t h e  Com m ission sh o u ld  
come o u t  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  ERA, b u t  s h o u ld  n o t  a s k  th e  B oard  o f  
S u p e r v is o r s  to  s u p p o r t  i t ,  a s  t h a t  w ould  b e  c u t t i n g  o u r  own 
t h r o a t s .  I f  th e  Com m ission d i s p l e a s e s  th e  B o ard , i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  
a b l e  to  c o n t in u e  th e  C h ild  C a re  P r o j e c t .  Ms. E ngel s u g g e s te d  a 
com prom ise: th e  Com m ission come o u t  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  ERA, b u t  
l e a v e  th e  B oard o f  S u p e r v is o r s  o u t  o f  i t .

3 . C a ro l  K eo chek ian  -  She a g r e e s  w i th  D o ro th y  E n g e l 's  p r o p o s a l .  

Yvonne B od le  s a id  t h a t  am endm ents t o  t h e  m o tio n  w ere  in  o r d e r .
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4. JoAnne Le Fils-Moore - She supports the ERA, and her job as 

Commissioner conflicts with her personal feelings. She, too, 

agrees with Dorothy Engel's  amendment to the motion, as a 

compromise.

5. Mary Baird - She thinks the Commission has to address this issue 

because it does concern the child  care issue. The Commission 

can 't  be afraid  to stand up for women, they must support this 

issue.

6. Mary Jane Johns - She talked to Supervisor Flynn, who said the 

Commission for Women was not formed to support the ERA. Also, 

the Commission w ill  probably not be funded next year i f  that is 

the main issue to be addressed. Ms. Johns said she has taken a 

poll of her own regarding the ERA, and she finds that most people 

do not support the ERA, but feel there are other ways to get 

equal rights. She does not want the Commission to support the 

ERA.

7. Tila Estrada - When she applied for the Commission, she asked 

about the ERA and was told the Commission was not to consider the 

ERA. I f  the Board of Supervisors does not want this issue 

brought up, then she feels the Commissioners are under obligation 

to do as they ask. Should table the motion.

8. Sandra Ryder - Executive Secretary - She agrees with tabling 

the motion at the present time.

Ms. Ryder moved to table the motion, and Ms. Estrada seconded it .  In 

favor of the motion - 4 ;  Against the motion - 7. Motion denied.

Carol Keochekian suggested amending the original motion. Virginia 

Connell suggested removing the second part of the motion, leaving the first  

part, wherein the Commission would come out publicly in support of the 

ERA, but not asking the Board of Supervisors to face this issue. JoAnne 

Moore agreed as the seconder of the original motion. The motion now read: 

The Ventura County Commission for Women go on public record as supporting 

the ratification of the ERA in this time of c r i s i s . Motion carried with 

abstentions and was not unanimous.

NEW BUSINESS

Jarryl Larson reported on a conference sponsored by USC for Businesswomen 

in the West. There is an invitation  for people who want to participate in 

the conference, June 3-5, 1982, at the Holiday Inn, Ventura.
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Sandra Sanders brought up ACA59 (Floyd) which has been withdrawn until 

after federal process. It  w ill  be brought up again.

Erin Sheffield said that Camarillo Women's Day is April 24, 1982. There 

w ill  be a special meeting of the Commission for Women on that day at 

Monte Vista School from 11 :15  a.m. to 12 :25  p.m. It w ill  be a public 

meeting in honor of Women's Day.

The March meeting of the Commission w ill  be on March 20. The place has 

not yet been determined, but Dorothy Engel w ill  arrange. The April  

meeting will be on April 24 (as part of Women's Day) and the details  w ill  

be worked out later. The May meeting w ill  be on May 22 at the Camarillo 

Library and the J une meeting w ill  be on June 19 at the Camarillo Library.

Virginia Connell reported on Creative Options Day on March 6 (CLU ) .

Ventura-Oxnard NOW is sponsoring an art show during Women's History Week, 

on Sunday, March 7, 932 Main Street, Ventura.

The Paper-Aluminum Drive for the ERA is February 27, Saturday.

Erica Neville thanked Mrs. Bairs for donation of books on women's 

history to place in the libraries .

Yvonne Bodle reported that the Ventura County Community College District 

has established a Committee on the Status of Women to advise the Board 

of Trustees on the issues relating to women. The Committee wants to 

accept an appointment from the Commission for Women to serve on this 

newly formed Committee. JoAnne Moore moved that Lauren Anderson repre­

sent the Commission. Seconded and passed. Further information can be 

obtained from Ruth PmPherson, Affirm ative Action Officer for the VCCCD,

71 Day Road, Ventura, CA, 93003.

Jarryl Larson asked that a message be passed to the Board of Supervisors 

through Administrative Analyst Jean Getchell to judge the effectiveness 

of the Commission on their productivity and not on only one issue.

Virginia Connell said the Commission appreciates the public support.

It was a good meeting because women can talk to each other and work 

together even i f  they don 't  agree on all  matters.

Jarryl Larson donated the refreshments for this meeting.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded and passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 11 :20  a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly French, Secretary


