
VENTURA COUNTY COMMISSION FOR WOMEN

3161 Loma Vista Road 
Ventura, California 

93003

MINUTES 
November 17, 1984

The Meeting was held in the Santa Paula Savings and Loan Building, 
Santa Paula, and was called to order at 9:05 a.m. by presiding 
Co-Chair Dot Engel.

I. The Commission welcomed our two newest appointees, Mary 
Silverman and Lupe Gonsalves. Both women are from Ventura 
and were appointed by District I Supervisor Susan Lacey.

Commissioners P r e s e n t : Commissioners Excused:

Ginny Connell Maggie Mireles
Julie Elliott Alicia Ramirez- Brewer
Dot Engel Martha White
Tila Estrada 
Lupe Gonsalves
Louise Grethel Commissioners Abs e n t :
Brook Hubbell
Mary Jane Johns Ray Clayton
Candy Matson 
Sandy Ryder 
Mary Silverman

Gues t s :

Lee Anderson, President of The Friends 

II. The minutes of October 20, 1984 were approved as submitted.

III. Executive Secretary's Report

Correspondence was received from:

. City of Pittsburgh requesting information on our Needs 
Assessment project and on employer-assisted child care.

. City of Phoenix recruiting a coordinator for the Women's 
Special Programs division.

. Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority with a $25 donation for the 
newsletter.

. UC Irvine ordering 1 copy of the Proceedings of the Symposium.

. Marin County Commission on the Status of Women with background 
information on SB2255 (pilot program for a county women's 
center).

. State Commission on the Status of Women, information items.

. City of Wichita, Citizen Rights and Services Director, requesting 
information on any training for police officers on women's 
issues.

. Pauline Saunders re: the Salute To Women Awards banquet speaker.



. S t a n  W h i s e n h u n t ,  M a n a g in g  E d i t o r ,  S t a r  F r e e  P r e s s ,  r e :  
n a m in g  p r o m i n e n t  p e o p l e  i n  V e n t u r a .

. B e t t y  J u n e  V e r i t y ,  a  l e t t e r  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  h e r  a w a r d .  

. T e c h n i c a l  D a t a  C o r p o r a t i o n  r e :  r e c r u i t m e n t  f o r  C a l t r a n s  
h ig h w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

. Z e l l a  K a i s e r ,  a  l e t t e r  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  h e r  a w a r d .

L e t t e r s  w e r e  s e n t  t o :

. t h e  a w a r d  w i n n e r s  .

. t h o s e  w ho  n o m i n a t e d  t h e  a w a r d  w i n n e r s  .

. E r n e s t i n e  H e r n a n d e z ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  A l p h a  K a p p a  A l p h a  s o r o r i t y ,  
t h a n k i n g  h e r  f o r  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r .

. D o r i s  T a r l e t o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L i n k s ,  I n c . ,  t h a n k i n g  h e r  
f o r  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r .

. C o m m i s s i o n e r  J o h n s  t h a n k i n g  h e r  f o r  d o n a t i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  
R e v .  L e a r n i n g 's  d i n n e r  a t  t h e  S a l u t e  t o  W omen b a n q u e t .

. T r u d i  B o u d r o ,  O x n a r d ,  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  T h e  F r i e n d s  a n d  
t h e  C o m m is s io n .

. T h e  F l o w e r  r e :  b r i n g i n g  J u d y  C h i c a g o ' s  " T h e  D i n n e r  P a r t y "  
o u t  o f  s t o r a g e .

IV . F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t

As o f  O c t o b e r  1 2 ,  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  f o r  w h i c h  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  317o o f  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  h a d  e l a p s e d  
w i t h  1 9 % o f  t h e  b u d g e t  s p e n t .

C o m m i s s i o n e r  E n g e l  r e p o r t e d  h a v i n g  m e t  w i t h  K a t h y  C h e s t e r ,
F i s c a l  U n i t ,  P S S A , t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  b u d g e t  p r o c e s s  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  
p r o c e d u r e s  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n .

V . U n f i n i s h e d  B u s i n e s s  -  D i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  A w a rd s  B a n q u e t

I t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  " S a l u t e  T o W om en" b a n q u e t  w a s  a  h u g e  
s u c c e s s .  T h e  C o m m is s io n  i s  p r o u d  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  a w a r d  
r e c i p i e n t s .  T h e  F r i e n d s  a r e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  a n d  t h a n k e d  f o r  
t h e i r  f i n e  p l a n n i n g .  S p e c i a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  g o e s  t o  L e e  A n d e r s o n  
f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  t o  D i a n e  K o r a n d a  f o r  a n  
o u t s t a n d i n g  j o b  o f  h a n d l i n g  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n s ,  c h e c k - i n  
p r o c e s s  a n d  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  h o t e l .

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e c e i v e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b a n q u e t  a n d  s p e a k e r  w i l l  
b e  a n s w e r e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  E n g e l  a n d  R y d e r .

P u b l i c i t y  a b o u t  t h e  b a n q u e t  a n d  a w a r d  w i n n e r s  w a s  v e r y  g o o d .
T h e  S t a r  F r e e  P r e s s  p r i n t e d  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  g o o d  a r t i c l e  
w r i t t e n  b y  R i t a  M o ra n .

E x t r a  b a n q u e t  p r o g r a m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  a s  a
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s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  T h e  F r i e n d s  a n d  t h e  C o m m is s io n .
C a l l  4 9 6 - 8 4 7 0  t o  r e q u e s t  e x t r a  p r o g r a m s .

V I .  New B u s i n e s s

A . A w a rd s  S e l e c t i o n  C o m m it te e

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  m e e t i n g  o n  T u e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 7 ,  a t  5 : 3 0  p .m .  
t o  d i s c u s s  w a y s  t o  im p r o v e  t h e  a w a r d s  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  b a n q u e t  
p r o c e s s .  T h e  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  2 2 2 0  V e n t u r a  B l v d . ,  
C a m a r i l l o .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o l d  C a m a r i l l o  C i t y  H a l l .

B . L o c a t i o n  o f  C o m m is s io n  M e e t i n g s .

S t a f f  r e p o r t e d  o n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  PSSA T r a i n i n g  
f a c i l i t y  i n  V e n t u r a  f o r  r e g u l a r  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s .
S e v e r a l  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a s k e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  m e e t i n g s  h e , ld  a t  
o n e  l o c a t i o n  r e g u l a r l y  i n s t e a d  o f  h o l d i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  
i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  c i t y  e a c h  m o n th .

D a t e s  f o r  n e x t  y e a r s '  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d .  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  c h e c k  s c h e d u l e s  f o r  m a j o r  
a n n u a l  e v e n t s  i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t o  b r i n g  t h a t  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  t o  t h e  D e c e m b e r  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  s e t  
t h e  d a t e s  a n d  l o c a t i o n  f o r  m e e t i n g s  f o r  n e x t  y e a r .

T h e  r e g u l a r  D e c e m b e r  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  D e c e m b e r  8 
a t  t h e  h om e o f  D o t  E n g e l .  T h e  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  i s  s c h e d u l e d  
f o r  10  a .m .  -  12  n o o n  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  h o l i d a y  b r u n c h .
T h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  w i l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  a s  w e l l  
a s  T h e  F r i e n d s  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  i m m e d i a t e  p a s t  c o ­
c h a i r s  E r i n  S h e f f i e l d  a n d  J o  A n n e  L e f i l s - M o o r e ,  a n d  C l i n t o n  
T a tu m , CAO a n a l y s t .

C . O r i e n t a t i o n  M e e t i n g  f o r  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  F r i e n d s

T h e  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  J a n u a r y .  E x a c t  d a t e  a n d  t i m e  
w i l l  b e  a n n o u n c e d  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  S u p e r v i s o r  E r i c k s o n  
a n d  C l i n t o n  T a tu m . P r o p o s e d  G o a l s  a n d  O b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  
m e e t i n g  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  d o c u m e n t  o f  J u l y  1 4 ,  1 9 8 1  w e r e  
d i s t r i b u t e d .

D . D o t E n g e l  a n d  A l i c i a  R a m i r e z - B r e w e r  w i l l  r e s p o n d ed t o  t h e  
S t a r  F r e e  P r e s s  r e q u e s t  r e g a r d i n g  n a m in g  p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s  
i n  V e n t u r a .

V I I .  C o m m it te e  R e p o r t s

A . F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n

L e e  A n d e r s o n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  F r i e n d s  D i r e c t o r s  a r e  p r o u d  o f  
t h e  w ay  t h e  b a n q u e t  c a m e  o f f .  $ 5 4 2 0  w a s  r e c e i v e d  t h r o u g h  
t i c k e t  s a l e s .  A f i n a l  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  e v e n t  w i l l  b e
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a v a i l a b l e  a f t e r  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s '  m e e t i n g  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 .

T h e  F r i e n d s  w i l l  m ove  o n  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  no w  t h a t  
t h e  b a n q u e t  i s  o v e r .

B . N e e d s  A s s e s s m e n t  S t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e

C o m m i s s i o n e r  C o n n e l l  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  a  c o n s u l t a n t  f i r m  f o r  t h e  
p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  h i r e d  -  H o o p e r  L o p e z  & C o . o f  O x n a r d .
M a u r e e n  H o o p e r - L o p e z , A rm a n d o  L o p e z  a n d  s t a f f  w i l l  b e  t h e  
p r o j e c t  c o o r d i n a t o r s  a n d  w i l l  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  
f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  o n .  T h e y  w i l l  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  s u r v e y s  a n d  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s .

T h e  f i r m  w i l l  p r e p a r e  a  f i n a l  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  C o m m is s io n  f o r  
Women o r. a l l  w om en i n  V e n t u r a  C o u n t y ;  a  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  
C o m m is s io n  o n  H um an C o n c e r n s  a b o u t  p o o r  w om en i n  t h e  c o u n t y ;  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  a  5 - y e a r  p l a n  w i t h  p r i o r i t y  
i t e m s .

M e m b e rs  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n  w i l l  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g s .  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  E l l i o t t ,  G o n s a l v e s ,  M a ts o n  a n d  
S i l v e r m a n  a s k e d  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  
c o m m i t t e e .

C . E m p l o y e r - A s s i s t e d  C h i l d  C a r e

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  E n g e l  a n d  H u b b e l l  b o t h  r e p o r t e d  h a v i n g  t a l k e d  
w i t h  C l i n t o n  T a tu m  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  
b y  t h e  c o u n t y  c h i l d  c a r e  s u r v e y  c o m m i t t e e .  O n c e  f i n a l i z e d  
t h e  r e p o r t  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s .

D . NACW P l a n n i n g  C o m m it te e

T h e  N o v e m b e r  19  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i n  P a s a d e n a  h a s  
b e e n  r e s c h e d u l e d  t o  D e c e m b e r  1 0 .

T h i s  c o m m i s s i o n 's  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  e x h i b i t s  a t  t h e  NACW C o n v e n t i o n  
c a n  b e  h a n d l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a s a d e n a  CSW o f f i c e .

A l l  C o m m is s io n s  f o r  Women w ho s e n d  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  
a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  s e t  u p  d i s p l a y s / e x h i b i t s .  M any s o u t h e r n  
C a l i f o r n i a  w o m e n 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n s / p r o g r a m s  w i l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  a l s o .  Y ou  m ay o f f e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  a r e a  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s / p r o g r a m s  t o  b e  i n v i t e d  b y  c a l l i n g  t h e  C o m m is s io n  
f o r  W om en, ( 8 0 5 )  6 5 2 - 6 4 1 1 .

C o m m i s s i o n e r  G r e t h e l  a n d  s t a f f  d i s c u s s e d  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  W o m e n 's  H a l l  o f  F am e t r a v e l i n g  e x h i b i t  t o  
P a s a d e n a  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  A l s o  a n  i n q u i r y  h a s  b e e n  m ade  
r e g a r d i n g  c o s t  a n d  e f f o r t  r e q u i r e d  t o  b r i n g  J u d y  C h i c a g o ' s
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" T h e  D i n n e r  P a r t y "  o u t  o f  s t o r a g e .

E . W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  W eek T a s k  F o r c e

C o m m is s io n e r  C o n n e l l  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  V e n t u r a  C o u n ty  
W o m e n 's  E q u i t y  C o a l i t i o n ,  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  
h a s  j o i n e d  t h e  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  N e t w o r k .  T h e  N e tw o r k  i s  
a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  a n d  
s h o w s  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h a t  P r o j e c t .  T h e y  a r e  s t i l l  t h e  
p r i m e  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  o b s e r v a n c e s  o f  N a t i o n a l  
W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  W eek b u t  a r e  a l s o  c a r r y i n g  o n  n a t i o n w i d e  
e f f o r t s  t o  h a v e  w om en i n c l u d e d  i n  a l l  o f  h i s t o r y  b e y o n d  
t h e  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  W eek  O b s e r v a n c e s .

M e m b e r s h ip  i n  t h e  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  N e tw o r k  b r i n g s  a  D i r e c t o r y  
o f  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e rs  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  w o rk  t h e y  
a r e  d o i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  w o m e n 's  h i s t o r y ,  a r e a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e ,  
a n d  how  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e m .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  q u a r t e r l y  n e w s -  
l e t t e r  .

T h e  f o r - c r e d i t  w o r k s h o p  o n  w om en i n  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  
i s  b e i n g  h e l d  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r

"M ak e  Women i n  H i s t o r y  Come A l i v e  i n  Y o u r  C l a s s r o o m "
J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  4 : 0 0  p .m .  -  1 0 : 0 0  p .m .  a n d  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,
8 : 0 0  a .m .  -  5 : 0 0  p .m .  ( F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  e v e n i n g  a n d  
S a t u r d a y )  F e e  i n c l u d e s  d i n n e r  F r i d a y  a n d  l u n c h  S a t u r d a y .

C o s t :  $ 4 0  f o r  n o  c r e d i t ;  $ 6 0  f o r  1 h o u r  c r e d i t  f ro m  
C a l i f o r n i a  L u t h e r a n  C o l l e g e .

P l a c e :  C a l i f o r n i a  L u t h e r a n  C o l l e g e ,  N e l s o n  Room

To r e g i s t e r :  C a l l  K a t y  C u n n in g h a m , C a l  L u t h e r a n  O f f i c e  
o f  C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n ,  4 9 2 - 2 4 1 1 ,  e x t .  4 9 0  o r  w r i t e  
t o  h e r  a t  C a l  L u t h e r a n ,  6 0  W. O l s e n  R d . , T h o u s a n d  O a k s ,
CA 9 1 3 6 0 .

T h e  w o r k s h o p  i n c l u d e s  a  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o v e r v i e w  o f  w om en 
i n  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r y ,  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
( p r i n t  a n d  n o n - p r i n t  ) s p e c i f i c  m o d e l s  f o r  i n t e g r a t i n g  
w om en i n t o  t h e  K -1 2  c u r r i c u l u m ,  l e s s o n  p l a n s  a n d  g r e a t  
g o o d  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  p o s i t i v e  
c h a n g e .  W h i l e  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  c l a s s r o o m  
t e a c h e r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  i s  p r o v i d e d ,  a n y o n e  w i t h  
a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r y ,  w o m e n 's  h i s t o r y  o r  c u r r e n t  
i s s u e s  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  w om en w i l l  b e n e f i t  a n d  e n j o y  t h i s  
w o r k s h o p .

T h e  p r e s e n t e r s  a r e  M o l l y  M a c G re g o r  a n d  B e t t e  M o rg a n ,  tw o  o f  
t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W o m e n 's  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t ,  w ho 
a r e  a l s o  c o n s u l t a n t s  f o r  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  D e p t ,  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  
T i t l e  IX O f f i c e .
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F. Communications

Commissioner Ryder announced that General Telephone graphic 
arts department is designing a new logo for our newsletter 
and will do the typesetting for the newsletter as a public 
service. The next issue of the newsletter will be ready 
for printing soon and will contain information and pictures 
of the "Salute to Women" award recipients as well as other 
pertinent information.

The Commission for Women greatly appreciates the generosity 
of General Telephone.

Ryder discussed and presented materials provided by 
General Telephone which were designed to serve as a model 
for developing and presenting a community seminar on child 
sexual abuse. The material was given to Commissioner 
Silverman for possible follow-up. It would be appropriate 
for the Commission for Women to co-sponsor such a seminar.

G. Domestic Violence Services Monitoring

Commissioners Johns and Grethel reported on a meeting with 
Nancy Steinhelper, PSSA Program Director, to discuss the 
process of monitoring services of recipients of Presley 
funds. The recipients maintain shelters for victims of 
domestic violence and provide other services for them.

The programs maintaining the shelters send quarterly reports 
to PSSA, after which Johns and Grethel will arrange a 
visit. They will be especially interested in the physical 
shelter and in the records kept showing contract compliance.

Commissioner Gonsalves asked to be added to the monitoring 
committee.

H. Legislative Analysis

The monthly summary of legislation of the just ended session 
in Sacramento will be available by the December meeting.
There will also be a summary of new laws that were chaptered 
in 1984. Information from the state Commisison on the Status 
of Women indicates their priority areas of concern for 1985 
as: Homemaker's rights, Minority Women's Concerns, Employment, 
Adult Day Care and Latchkey Programs for school-age children, 
Education. Latchkey bills were passed by the legislature in 
the last session, were vetoed by the Governor but are expected 
to be reintroduced.

Connell shared information on the Women's Legislative 
Institute. Located in Sacramento, the Institute provides 
information on the process and players in the California 
legislaturej provides training workshops in developing 
advocacy skills, negotiating strategies and coalition building;
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provides analyses and status reports on legislation pending 
in the state legislature and has an information system to 
facilitate networking. There is a 35-minute slide presenta­
tion available.

VIII. The meeting .was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

IX. Announcements

Commissioner Estrada invites everyone to attend the Candy 
Cane Festival and Parade , Plaza Park in Oxnard, December 1,
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. There will be arts and crafts booths 
and lots of good food.

Rainbow House II, a recovery program for women who are alcoholics, 
has received approval from the Simi Valley city council.
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