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Call to O r d e r

T h e  f i rst  meeting of the Ventur a C o u n t y  Commission for  Women was called to 
o rd e r  at 9:45 b y  Jean Getchell ,  Administrat ive  A n a ly s t ,  Chief  Administrative 
Office -  C o u n t y  of V e ntu ra .

Ms. Getchell introduced Richard Wittenberg,  Chief  Administrat ive  Office r,  who 
made in t ro d u cto ry  remarks to the Commission members and introduced Polly 
Bee, Administrative Assistant for  S u p e r v i s o r  Maggie Erickson,  and Lee 
Lu mber t,  Administrat ive Assistant for  S u p e r v is o r  James D o u g h e rt y .  Mr.  
Wittenberg then introduced Su p e r v is o r  Ed Jones of Th o u sa nd  Oaks who 
presented Certificates of Appointment to the Commissioners.

Role of Commissioners

Ms. Getchell explained the role of the Ventur a C o u n t y  Commission for Women as 
it is to relate to the Ve ntura  C o u n t y  Board of Su p e r v is o r s .  She indicated that 
the Commission would be a means b y  which individuals and women's o rg ani
zations could re po rt  to the Board on conditions affecting the life of women, and



that the Commission would be the organization reponsible for re v iewing,  
an alyzing,  and making recommendations to the Board on issues related to 
women. She also indicated that the Commission would serve the Board of 
Su perv isors  in an a d v iso ry  capacity,  it would s tu d y  conditions demonstrating 
discrimination due to sex or  marital status,  would provid e  a coordinating 
function with respect to the many community gro u ps  w ork ing  to improve the 
quality  of life for women, and would perform other w ork  as assigned b y  the 
Board of S u p e rv iso rs .

Ms. Getchell also indicated that each Commissioner would serve at the discretion 
of the appointing S u p e r v i s o r ,  that  the Commission was to meet at least once a 
month,  that  any b y - l a w s  adopted b y  the Commission would have to be approved 
b y  the Board of S u p e r v i s o r s ,  and that the Commission would have to present an 
annual program and operating b u dg et  to the Board at the same time as other 
C o u n t y  departments and agencies.

Co nce rning organizational development, Ms. Getchell indicated that the 
Commission was to meet monthly,  that  it was to establish a relationship with the 
State Commission on the Status of Women and was to establish communication 
with women gr oups th ro u g h o u t  Ve ntura  C o u n t y .  T h e  Commission was to 
establish communication also with professional societies, Chambers of Commerce, 
schools and other groups  designated b y  the Board of S u p e r v is o r s .  A t  the 
Board's request ,  the Commission was to perform legislative analysis and would 
deal with specific problems identified b y  the Board.

T h e  Commission was to establish an office where the public  could visi t  or  call, 
and where information would be available or  could be requested.  T h e  
Commission was also to provide minutes of its meetings to the Board of 
Su p e r v is o r s ,  the Chief  Administrative Office,  the Public Social Services A g e n c y ,  
cities, women's organizations,  public l ibraries,  the press and other interested 
gr o u p s .  In addition,  a b i -m o nthly  newsletter was to be published b y  the 
Commission for distr ibution cou nt yw ide.  An annual re port  to the Board 
including the program accomplishments and an accounting of funds would be 
r e q u i r e d .

Ms. Getchell indicated that the Board's establishment of the Commission and 
budg et ing of funds assumed in -k i n d  su p p o rt  from individuals and organizations 
for  the w ork  of the Commission. T h i s  was to include w ork  b y  Commission 
members in the organizational development of the Commission. Work would be 
performed b y  the Ventura  C o u n t y  Women La w ye rs ,  the National Women's Political 
Ca ucu s,  the American Association of U n i v e r s i ty  Women, and the Federally 
Employed Women of Ventur a C o u n t y  in legislative analysis.  Information 
provided to the Board regard in g  women's activities would be gathered by 
several organizations identified as pro v id in g  a coordinating function.  Th ese 
organizations include the American Association of U n i v e r s i t y  Women, the 
Federally Employed Women of Ventu ra  C o u n t y ,  the League of Women Voters,  the 
V e n tu ra / O x n a rd  Chap te r  of the National Organization for  Women, the 
Simi/Conejo Chapter of the National Organization for Women, and the American 
Civi l Liberties Union.
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Conce rning the Child Care Resources Development Project, Ms. Getchell
indicated that the Commission was to prep are a final re po rt  to the Board 
detailing the accomplishments of the project.  T h e  project  was to include a 
financial analysis of the cost-effectiveness and cost benefit of em pl oyer- provid ed  
child care,  was to include meetings of the Commission with in d u s t r y  and other 
large businesses to develop em ployer- prov id ed  child care,  and was to include 
work  b y  the Commission with the Private I n d u s t r y  Council  on 
transportation/child care as a b a rr ie r  to employment to women on welfare. Fact 
f inding in the Child Care Resource Development Project was to be done b y  the 
Commission members and b y  the American Association of U n i v e r s i t y  Women, the 
Conejo J u n io r  Womens Cl u b  and the Business and Professional Women's C l u b .

Committees

Ms. Getchell also indicated that the Commission would need to establish 
committees to deal with b y - l a w s ,  nomination/election of officers, and the Child 
Care Resource Project.

Bud ge t

Y v on n e Bodle questioned the amount provid ed in the b u dg et  for Organizational  
Development and the Child Care Resource Development Project.  Ms. Getchell 
reviewed the budget and indicated the amounts pr ovided for  staff and for 
services and supplies,  in both Organizational  Development and in the Child Care 
Resource Development Project.  J a r r y l  Larson indicated that certain costs might 
be covered b y  in -k in d  contributions from the pr ivate  sector.

Child Care Resources Development Project Committee -  the following persons 
volunteered to serve on the Committee for the Child Care Project:

Brook Hubbell 
Rosemary De Leonardis 
Ida Richardson 
Lauren Anderson 
Lupe Gonsalves
Sue Minitz (n o t  a Commission member)

B y - L a w s  Committee -  the following persons volunteered to serve on the B y - L a w s  
Committee:

V irg in ia  Connell 
Lupe Gonsalves 
Mary Jane Johns 
Y v o n n e  Bodle

Nominating Committee -  the following persons volunteered to be on the 
Nominating Committee:

Joanne Moore 
Dorothy Engel
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Clearinghouse for  Information

Erin Healy Sheffield suggested that the Commission serve as a clearinghouse on 
information for women and that a d i re cto ry  of women's services be developed.  
Erin Sheffield and Sandra R y d e r  volunteered to develop such a d ir ecto ry .

Welfare Housing and Job Development

Steve Wiman suggested that welfare housing and job development committees be 
established. Ms. Getchell indicated that the Board was to be advised of the 
desire of the Commission to work  on any new committee or  any new issues not 
specifically granted b y  the Bo ard.  M r .  Wiman then indicated that the Chief 
Administrative Office should discover what guidelines the Board would like to 
set on issues to be undertaken b y  the Commission.

Meetings

Ms. Moore discussed the issue of the Commission meeting more than once a 
month. Fre quency  of meetings will be discussed at later meetings.

Selection of Officers

T h e  following persons were nominated as C h a i r  Pro Tem :

Y v on n e Gallegos Bodle and Virginia Connell 

A f te r  discussion,  the motion died.

Steve Wiman moved that Y v on n e Bodle and Virg in ia  Connell serve as C o - C h a i r  
Pro T e m . T h e  motion was seconded b y  Mary B a ir d .  A f te r  discussion,  the 
motion passed.

T h e  Position of Secretary Pro Tem -  Jean Getchell explained that this position 
would be responsible for  press releases, information going into the newsletter,  
and other public  relations functions.  Sandra R y d e r  was nominated by Erin 
Sheffield. T h e  motion was seconded b y  Steve Wiman. A f te r  discussion,  the 
motion passed.

T r e a s u r e r  Pro Tem -  the office of T r e a s u r e r  would re po rt  to the Commission on 
financial accounting,  would chair  fund  raising events,  would present any other 
financial reports to the B oard,  and would handle internal financial operations. 
Erin Sheffield offered herself for T r e a s u r e r .  Steve Wiman seconded the motion. 
Af te r  discussion the motion passed.

Mileage Reimbursement

T h e  issue of savings in one area being used for mileage reimbursement was 
discussed. Ms. Getchell indicated that Board policy on reimbursement to 
A d v i s o r y  Commission members was quite clear, i . e .  mileage reimbursement was 
not pro v id e d.  Ms. Getchell indicated that any contributions to the Ventura  
C o u n t y  Commission for Women proba bly could be earmarked for use toward 
mileage reimbursement.
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T h e  Nominating Committee was eliminated.

Communication Committee -  it was the consensus of the Commission that this 
Committee would perform organizational development functions.  Erin Sheffield 
moved that a Communication Committee be established. T h e  motion was 
seconded by  Virg inia  Connell .  A f te r  discussion,  the motion passed. T h e  
following persons volunteered to serve on the Communications Committee:

Erin Sheffield 
Sandra Smith R y d e r  
Lauren Anderson 
Ida Richardson 
Mary Baird 
Mary Jane Johns

Welfare Housing and Job Development

Steve Wiman volunteered to present welfare housing and job development issues 
to the Board of S u p e rv iso rs .  D o ro thy  Engel volunteered to help him. Yvon n e 
Bodle suggested that welfare housing and job development be made a 
subcommittee of the Child Care Project Committee. J a r r y l  Larson volunteered to 
work  on this also. It was the consensus of the Commission that welfare housing 
and job development be made a subcommittee of the Child Resources 
Development Committee.

Child Care Resources Development Committee -  the following persons will serve 
on this committee:

Erin Sheffield
Rita Hernandez Romero
Joanne Moore
Erica Neville (n o t  a Commission member)

Legislative Analysis

Virginia Connell discussed whether  a legislative analysis committee should be 
formed.  Steve Wiman volunteered to work  on this ind iv idual ly .

Women's Day -  Ventura  College

Y v on n e Bodle mentioned that on October  24, Ventura  College would be 
presenting a Women's D ay .  Ms. Bodle invited all the Commissioners to become 
involved in the Women's D a y ,  to have a table representing the Commission, and 
to be introduced d u r i n g  the ceremonies. A t  that  time, the Commission could 
enlist other interested persons to work  on Commission activities. T h e  
Commission could have a s i g n - u p  sheet for  interested persons.

D r .  Sonia Johnson

Virginia Connell mentioned that the Ventur a C o u n t y  Women's E q uit y  Coalition 
would be having a reception on October 18 for D r .  Sonia John son,  Chairman of 
Mormons for the E R A .  Ms. Connell indicated that D r .  Johnson would speak at 
Cal Lutheran College on October 19 and that she would be speaking at Ventura 
College on October 20.
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R e g u la r  M eeting  Time

T h e  C om m ission th e n  d is c u s s e d  a r e g u la r  m ee tin g  tim e . It w as d e c id e d  th a t  th e  
n e x t  m ee tin g  w ould be  O c to b e r  24 a t  V e n tu ra  C o lleg e . T h e  Com m ission w ould  
m eet a s  a w o rk sh o p  w h e re  in te r e s te d  p e r s o n s  co u ld  a t t e n d .  O th e r  m ee tin g s  
w ould  b e  N ovem ber 14 a t  a p lac e  y e t  to  be  d e te rm in e d , a n d  on D ecem ber 12.

B row n A ct

S te v e  Wiman s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  C h ie f  A d m in is tra t iv e  O ffice  g e t  c o p ie s  o f th e  
B row n A ct from  C o u n ty  C o u n se l to  d is c o v e r  if com m ittee  m e e tin g s  w ould  r e q u i r e  
p u b lic  n o tic e .

C h ild  C a re  R e s o u rc e s  D ev e lo p m en t P ro je c t

It w as s u g g e s te d  t h a t  com m ittees p r e s e n t  an  a n a ly s is  o f is s u e s  to  th e  
C om m ission r a t h e r  th a n  re c o m m e n d a tio n s . I t  w as n o te d  t h a t  th e  C h ild  C a re  
C om m ittee w ould  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  to  b e  p u b lic ly  n o tic e d  if  m ore th a n  se v e n  
C o m m issio n ers  w ere  to  m eet a s  a co m m ittee .

T h e r e  will b e  a m ee tin g  on S a tu r d a y ,  O c to b e r  10 o f th e  C h ild  C a re  C om m ittee . 
D o ro th y  E ngel is to  t r y  to  s e c u r e  S u p e r v is o r  D o u g h e r ty 's  o ffic e  in Simi V alley  
as a m ee tin g  p la c e . S h e  is to  c o n ta c t  th e  C h ie f  A d m in is tra t iv e  O ffice  so o th e r  
C h ild  C a re  C om m ittee m em b ers  can  b e  so  in fo rm e d .

C om m un ica tions  C om m ittee - T h e  C om m un ica tions  C om m ittee  is to  m eet on 
T h u r s d a y ,  O c to b e r  15 a t  7 :3 0  p .m . a t  E rin  S h e f f ie ld 's  hom e in C am arillo .

B y -L aw s C om m ittee - T h e  C h ie f  A d m in is tra tiv e  O ffice  is to  s e n d  co p ie s  of 
b y - la w s  from  o th e r  C om m issions on th e  S ta tu s  o f Women to  C om m ittee  m em b ers . 
T h e  C om m ittee  will m eet on M onday , O c to b e r  5 a t  7 :3 0  in th e  V e n tu ra  C ollege  
A d m in is tra tio n  B u ild in g  C o n fe re n c e  Room.

S ta te  L eg is la tio n

Ms. G e tch e ll in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e  G o v e rn o r  h ad  s ig n e d  a bill s p o n s o re d  b y  S e n a to r  
C a r p e n te r  w h ich  w ould  s tu d y  e q u a l p a y  f o r  c o m p a ra b le  w o rk .

In te rv ie w s  f o r  T y p is t

M s. G e tchell in d ic a te d  t h a t  in te rv ie w s  w ould  b e  h e ld  d u r in g  th e  w eek  of 
S e p te m b e r  28 f o r  th e  t y p i s t  to  b e  h ire d  f o r  th e  C om m ission .

Jo an  W ogulis, C h a ir  o f S a n ta  B a rb a ra  C o u n ty  C om m ission f o r  Women

M s. G e tchell in d ic a te d  t h a t  Jo an  W ogu lis , C h a ir  o f th e  S a n ta  B a rb a ra  C o u n ty  
Com m ission fo r  W omen, w ould  be  a t te n d in g  th e  m ee tin g  in N o v em b er.

C o r re s p o n d e n c e

Ms. G e tchell re a d  a l e t t e r  from  th e  S ta te  C om m ission on th e  S ta tu s  of Women 
c o n g ra tu la t in g  V e n tu ra  C o u n ty  on e s ta b l is h in g  a Com m ission fo r  W omen.
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She also read a letter from Ch ery l  Rosenberg,  Di rector  of Personnel at Pleasant 
Valley Hospital , re garding her interest in the Commission for Women. T h e  
letter was given to Steve Wiman because the letter indicated Ms. Rosenberg was 
interested in legislative analysis.

National Association of Commissions for Women -  Membership

Virginia Connell moved, and Erin Sheffield seconded, that  the Ventur a C o u nty  
Commission for Women join the National Association of Commissions for Women. 
T h e  motion passed. (D ues  to be paid b y  Ve ntura  C o u n t y  will be $5 0.)  Ms. 
Getchell was directed to submit a membership application on behalf of the 
Commission.

O th e r

Joanne Moore requested that the State Bulletin be sent to each of the 
Commissioners.

T h e r e  being no other business,  at 12:15 Joanne Moore moved that the 
Commission adjourn .  T h e  motion was seconded b y  M ary  B a ir d .  T h e  motion 
passed.

Respectful ly submitted,

___,
J E A N  G E T C H E L L  
Administrative An alys t

J G : ICA060h
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