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Sexual violence and oppression violate individuais as well as
the values of our organization. The Boston Arca Liberation
Medic Squad (BALM Squad) works 1o promote the health and
well-being of activists at progressive demonstrations and
beyond. We will not tolerate sexual assault or harassment
within our organization or within the larger progressive
political movement.

Sexual violence has recently become a prominent issue in the
Boston activist community. To further education, discussion
and action related to this issue, we will:

- address all incidences of sexual harassment'and assault
as directly and immediately as possible

educate ourselves about sexual violence and work to address this issue in our workshops and
trainings

work with others to develop a Boston activist community that 1) recognizes the social and
political dynamics underlying sexual violence, 2) engages in active discussion about sexual

violence and how it impacts our community, and 3) creates a network of resources and support
for survivors



Intro.

This zine is rushed and incomplete. It was started while one of us was
working a demanding, full-time job, and the other was working through
college mid-terms. It is being finished around eight am the moming of
the zine fair for which is was being prepared. There are contributions
from a few, but not as many as we would have liked. At our earliest
convenience we will be republishing an updated, revised and expanded
version. Nevertheless, the message is still hopefully there.

This zine is the experiences of two wymyn with one particular man in
our community. It was not easy to write. It is also a glimpse into some
of the underlying cultural factors that allow sexual assault to be
marginalized, silenced, and dismissed, even within self-proclaimed
radical communities. Sexual assault is not an isolated matter, rather it
is part of the complex social structure of patriarchy. It is unfortunate
that we have not had the time or resources to address the intricacies of
these issues further, but we are eagerly planning to do so.

Rich is dangerous. To protect our community from further attacks by
him, we must make everyone aware of his disturbing pattemns of
assault. We are taking this action on paper to create a lasting record

" that minimizes the potential for ramors to continue. We hope that. this
offers other survivors hope and strength. We also hope to empower
other activists to be supportive allies as they work to eradicate sexual

assault.

We would like to apologize for the constant use of the word womyn (or
woman or women). We are aware that sexual assault happens to pcople
of all genders and is perpetrated by people of all genders. We have
both been assaulted by Rich and ‘we are both womyn-identified.
However, that does not mean that Rich has only assaulted people who
identify as womyn, nor does it mean that he won’t assault people who
don't identify as'womyn. We plan on correcting this in future editions
of this zine and are very sorry for marginalizing non-womyn survivors.

Mad Love,

Tali & Laura
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Subject: Re: i hope you are 6[&-"

Date:Fri; October 11, 2002 633 pi

To. myfnend@notforyoutoknow crom:

i think in general i have a pretty good place
in this world. there are a lot of amazing
people in my life and i'm doing a lot of
amazing things and i'm lucky that my eyes are
open wide so i can see a bigger picture and I
feel purpose and i have a lot of adventures and
a lot of joyful moments and a lot of painful
moments and a lot of real moments and i've seen
a whole lot of things and i'm really young and
i have so much more time and and and and...

but right now shit fucking sucks. there is a
lot that is wrong right now. i'm going to vent
a little bit because you are removed from my
situation. here is the deal: i have several
weeks of life and school to catch up on from
when i was really sick. i have a trial october
28th, and the thought of going, back into that
courtroom makes me nauseated instantly. and i
was sexually assaulted last march and a couple
nights ago. when it rains it pours ey? and it's
raining!!! and cold. it's all kind of scary. :
the assault last march was a lot worse than a-
couple nights ago. far worse. but it was
~somevne who i didn't know very well and who was
very easy to cut out of my life and avoid. a
couple nights ago wasn't as bad but it caused
me to have a flashback to last march which
caused me to freak out in front of the person
who was assaulting me, which was very very bad.
but the real problem is that this person is
part of the activist/punk/zine scene‘and is
pretty high profile and fairly well known. and
i feel a respon51b111tj to do som=2thing ‘about
this. i could ruin this guys life. like i could
trash it, without having to do anything



malicious, just by going public. and if i don't n
do something he will do this to someone else.
i'm not the first, i know that. but i have no
desire to ruin someone's life, even if they are
a lousy shitbag like he is. and it's tough cos
i've been friends with him for two years, i
mean i fuckin hate him now, but....FUUUUUCK!!!
i hate this sooooooo much. someone assaults me
and now *I* have all this responsibility to fix
it, not only do i have to heal myself, which
i'm doing a shit job of, but i've got to do
something about him!!! i'm not bothering with
the legal system of course...argh. what the
fuck am i to do? what the fuck. i don't want
this responsibility!! i don't have *time*! 1
don't have the energy and i can't fuckin do it
on my own and i'm too scattered in my life to
have a successful support network. and my
friends are too all over. and to be honest i
don't trust this whole scene to care, fucking
patriarchy...and he calls himself a feminist!!!
i was at his house interviewing him for my men
and masculinity tutorial and he fucking
assaults me unfuckingbelievable. I have to make
some decisions soon and i don't want to. and
what to do about my school work "i'm sorry
professor x i couldn't do my work cos some
asshole didn't listen when i said no and then i
freaked out because i had a flashback to the
last asshole who didn't stop, i know i've been
sick and in court and i've missed half the
classes but do you think you could give e
another extension, i'm just having a rough time
you know?" or "judge x, do you think we could
just stop playing this game? you know? i've had
a rough time i'm dealing with a lot of assholes
and i was really sick and i just have a lot to
do? do you think we could skip this whole trisl
business? it's just disorderly conduct, just
violations..."

in some ways it would be easier if it all felt
- like an emergency or crisis. i mean it is a
crisis but it's not an emergency. and it would




- easier if it was. because then the clock
would stop and everything would change and it
~would be fucking horrible but it would be easy.
this is the better way to go, but it's a lot
harder. when my life got like this in the past
i used to talk about how if one more thing went
wrong i was going to lose it. but now i know
that i'm not going to lose it. i filled my
quota of losing it when i was 12. and i know
what happens to people who lose it in this
society and i'm never going there again. i feel
stupid every time i say all of this. i don't
know why. i don't know what to do with it all.

nothing feels cleansing. i used to cut a lot
but i've stopped doing that i don't plan to
start again.

ok. i'm done. thanks for reading.

screaming. ok at least being argry.

teli N £, W

May 5, 2001

RichMackin (:39:17 am); at least know where you stand

RichMackin (:39:20 amy: With me

TaliPocket 1:39:32 M) yes.
RichMackin a:39:5 am): like, if | was single and not

hooking up and had a few beers in me, you know not
to be in my house alone with me, it would be bad
RichMackin a:10:21 am); @s opposed to other men would

try and convince you and then get creepy



Here’s how sex works in MY community:

\ J‘- Antioch College Survival Guide 2002-2003

Sexual Offense Prevention Policy (SOPP)

Approved on Aprnil 23, 2002

PREFACE

In 1991, a group of Antioch students began creating this policy which
would alter the culture of an entire community. This policy is the
embodiment of Antioch College's commitment to ending sexual
violence and fostering a culture of consensual sexuality. It governs the
Antioch College Community by working with existing staff and faculty
policies. It now exists as a piece of a larger educational framework
charged with furthering these goals. The intent of this document is not
to replace existing local, state, or federal laws, but to create an
educational system to deal with sexual offenses within our community
All new students and visitors are required to sign a contract stating that
they have read and understand the expectations of the policy. Due to
the educational nature of this policy, the standards of conduct are
different from those set forth by law. It is recommended that
individuals discuss safer sex practices before initiating sexual
behaviors. The college encourages community members to report
violations of Tocal. state, and federal law to the appropriate government
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CONSENT.. "~ ,

"Consent" is defined as the act of willingly and verbally agreeing to
engage in specific sexual conduct. Previously agreed upon forms of
non-verbal communication are appropriate methods for expressing
consent. In order for "consent” to be valid, all parties must have
unimpaired judgment and a shared understanding of the nature of the
act to which they are consenting including safer sex practices. The
person who initiates sexual conduct is responsible for verbally asking
for the "consent” of the individual(s) involved. "Consent” must be
obtained with each new level of sexual conduct. The person with whom
sexual conduct is initiated must verbally express "consent” or lack of
"consent”. Silence conveys a lack of consent. If at any time consent is

withdrawn, the conduct must stop immediately





















































































