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Abstract

This project, undertaken as a Master’s thesis, aims to address the following research 

question: What are the experiences of multiracial undergraduate students in a college setting? As 

the U.S. multiracial population grows, so too grows the number of multiracial students on 

college and university campuses nationwide (Museus, Lambe, & Ryan, 2015; PEW Research 

Center, 2015). However, many of the conversations surrounding race, racial identity, and 

racialized experiences in higher education continue to rely on a monoracial paradigm. This thesis 

utilizes a narrative research design to showcase the stories of eight multiracial undergraduate 

students enrolled in a West Coast, Hispanic-Serving Institution. Placing their stories within the 

theoretical frameworks of MultiCrit (Harris, 2016) and standpoint theory (Harding, 1995; Wylie, 

2012) allows for a discussion of the variable, multifaceted experiences of the student- 

participants. Such a discussion is necessary if colleges and universities are to ably serve a 

multiracial student population. While recommendations for higher education practitioners are 

included herein, the primary goal of this project is to amplify and empower the voices of 

multiracial students in order to produce a more nuanced understanding of how they navigate 

schooling, particularly post-secondary schooling.
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Chapter One

Introduction and Overview

As I began to write this introductory chapter for my thesis, I executed what I thought 

would be a quick research exercise; I sought the most recent statistics on the multiracial, college­

going population in the United States. I suppose I found what I was looking for, at least at 

surface value: as of 2016 (the most recent year for which relevant data were available), there 

were 595,700 multiracially-identified undergraduate students in the United States (National 

Center for Education Statistics, 2016, Table 306.10). Multiracial students, then, account for 

approximately three-and-a-half percent of the 17,046,700 undergraduate students enrolled in 

colleges and universities across the country (National Center for Education Statistics, 2016,

Table 306.10). But my simple research exercise revealed much more to me than demographic 

information. I was confronted by the sheer blankness of the ‘two or more races’ row in the NCES 

table. I scanned past columns of struck-through years, several decades-worth, until multiracial 

students finally sprang into being in the year 2008. As a multiracial person who entered college 

in 2005, such omission, such erasure both amused and confounded me. I wonder, who was I 

accounted to be during my first three undergraduate years? I came across article after article on 

college representation (and underrepresentation), shifting student demographics, and the like in 

major national publications (the US News and World Report; The New York Times) that either 

ignored the presence of multiracial students altogether (Williams, 2014) or relegated them to a 

parenthetical aside or a footnote (Ashkenas, Park, & Pearce, 2017).

Then there were the articles that did account for us, or, at least, accounted for the 

problems we seemed to be posing for American institutions of higher education. Such articles 

noted that “the number of applicants who identify themselves as multiracial has mushroomed, 

adding another layer of anxiety, soul- (and family-tree-) searching and even gamesmanship to the
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[college admissions] process” (Saulny & Steinberg, 2011, para. 8). For the institutional 

representatives interviewed, our selfhoods were transposed onto checkboxes, we became “new 

options [that] have forced colleges to confront thorny questions” (Saulny & Steinberg, 2011, 

para. 9). A fascinating double-bind came into play, as articles ostensibly centered on the 

existence of multiracial persons simultaneously doubted that we could truly be who we said we 

were. “For the most part,” Ms. Siler [an admissions officer at Rice University] said, “whenever 

someone does all those boxes, we say, ‘Yeah, yeah, but how do you really live your life?” 

(Saulny & Steinberg, 2011, para. 49).

Such rhetoric, employed by individuals and institutions alike, suggests that multiracial 

persons are not to be believed, and are not to be believed in. In the view of race-reified America, 

we are anxious, confused, adrift; we cannot possibly be more than one thing, and so we cannot 

possibly know all of ourselves. Our identity claims are to be inspected, interrogated, doubted, 

discarded, ignored, and overwritten. Our voices are not to be trusted. And so here we are, two 

decades into the new millennium, but ever perceived as the ‘tragic mulattoes’ of 19th and 20th 

century lore. Such stories follow a familiar pattern: “Inevitably, the ‘Tragic Mulatto’ is exposed 

and rejected by both racial groups, and the story ends—as one might guess—tragically” (Riley, 

2009, para. 4). But the fallacy of the tragic mulatto, and indeed of all of the tropes and rhetoric 

surrounding multiracial persons, lies in the assumption that we have only one story. This project 

aims to counteract that assumption.

Statement of Purpose

In this thesis, I propose to use a narrative research design to explore the lived experiences 

of multiracial undergraduate students. I take the following research question as my starting point: 

What are the experiences of multiracial undergraduate students in a college setting? To explore
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this question, I interviewed eight multiracial undergraduate students. I was interested in their 

stories, in their likeness and their difference, and in what they knew of schooling and living as 

multiracial persons in America. My hope is that their stories can inform and add to a broader 

understanding of how multiracial students experience and navigate institutions of higher 

education. Because the multiracial student population is growing, and in all likelihood will 

continue to grow (PEW Research Center, 2015), college and university staff and faculty must 

cultivate a more nuanced understanding of their multiracial students. Institutional leaders must 

move beyond reified, monoracial conceptions of race and overplayed representational tropes if 

they are to adequately serve the burgeoning multiracial student population. One way to do so is 

to listen to, and believe in, the stories of multiracial students.

Theoretical Framework

In order to produce a more nuanced understanding of the experiences of multiracial 

students, I have chosen to anchor my work in two theoretical frameworks. The first, MultiCrit, is 

an emergent offshoot of Critical Race Theory (CRT) that reflects the ongoing practice of refining 

CRT tenets in order to account for specific populations (Harris, 2016). The second, standpoint 

theory, is an epistemic stance grounded in identity-specific experiences. While it has come to be 

associated with several broader theoretical movements, I employ standpoint theory from a post­

structuralist perspective. In the following chapter I will provide a more detailed overview of both 

MultiCrit and standpoint theory and their use in this project.

An Explanation of Language Choices

In order to write this thesis, I had to make certain choices about the language I would use 

in doing so. I did not make such choices lightly and provide the reader with the following 

explanations.
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Multiracial. As previous researchers have observed, “the term Multiracial confounds-it 

implies that you can be more than one race even though race itself is a social construction of 

multiple, ever-changing, often undefined dimensions” (Chang, 2016, p. 706). Consequently, the 

discourse surrounding multiraciality and/or identities that fall outside of a monoracial norm is 

both limited and contested (for a more in-depth overview, see Chang, 2016 and Harris, 2016). In 

the context of this study, I use multiracial to refer to persons who identify as belonging to two or 

more races. I also use the term multiracial in a manner that is inclusive of other, more specific 

identifiers (for instance, biracial or Afro-Latina).

Shes : While not originally conceived as specifically she-centric, recruitment for this study 

yielded no male participants. Seven of the participants identified as women, and one participant 

identified as androgynous. All participants used the personal pronoun she. I therefore use the 

plural pronoun shes in place of women to indicate that all participants’ experiences are informed 

by non-male identities.

Racial identifiers as generated by the participants. Because multiracial persons’ ability to 

self-identify is often circumscribed, I have elected to honor whatever language a participant 

herself chose to identify with. For instance, if a participant described herself as Hispanic, that is 

the term I use in referring to her; if another described herself as Latina, then that is the term I 

use. The same goes for participants who identified as Black and/or African-American. I do not 

presume such identifiers to be interchangeable; I am simply respecting their individualized use 

by the participants.

Racial identifiers as generated by the researcher: I have at times replaced extremely 

specific racial identifiers (like parental country of origin) to protect the confidentiality of 

participants. However, I did not wish for subtle differences in identity to be elided in doing so. I
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th e re fo re  u s e  th e  r e p la c e m e n t te rm  East Asian to  r e fe r  to  e le m e n ts  o f  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ b a c k g ro u n d s  

o r ig in a tin g  in  c o u n tr ie s  su ch  as C h in a , K o re a , a n d  Ja p an . I  u s e  th e  re p la c e m e n t te rm  Southeast 

Asian to  re fe r  to  h e r i ta g e s  o r ig in a tin g  in  c o u n tr ie s  su ch  as M a la y s ia , S in g a p o re , a n d  th e  

P h ilip p in e s .

Organization and Orientation of the Thesis

T h is  th e s is  c o n ta in s  f iv e  c h a p te rs , e a c h  w ith  a  d if fe re n t  p u rp o se . T h e  p re s e n t  c h a p te r  

p ro v id e s  an  in tro d u c tio n  to  a n d  o v e rv ie w  o f  th e  s tu d y . C h a p te r  T w o  re v ie w s  th e  p re c e d in g  

lite ra tu re  o n  m u lt ira c ia li ty  in  a  c o lle g e  c o n te x t. C h a p te r  T h re e  d e ta ils  th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l 

s tra te g ie s  I  e m p lo y e d  fo r  th is  s tu d y . C h a p te r  F o u r  in tro d u c e s  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts , th e ir  s to rie s , an d  

th e  f in d in g s  th a t  th e y  c o n tr ib u te d . C h a p te r  F iv e  fu r th e r  c o n te x tu a liz e s  th o s e  f in d in g s , p la c in g  

th e m  w ith in  la rg e r  th e o re tic a l  f ra m e w o rk s . C h a p te r  F iv e  a lso  is su e s  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r  

e d u c a to rs  w h o  se rv e  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d en ts .

A s  I  w o rk e d  o n  th is  p ro je c t, I  g ra p p le d  w ith  th e  e v e r-p re s e n t  c o n c e rn  th a t  I  m ig h t re e n a c t  

w h a t  h a s  so  o f te n  b e e n  d o n e  to  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  b y  m in im iz in g , e s se n tia liz in g , o r  a p p ro p r ia t in g  

th e ir  s to rie s . I  h a v e  n o  w is h  to  c la im  th a t  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  I  in te rv ie w e d  re p re s e n t  a 

m o n o li th ic  g ro u p  o r  sh a re  a  s im p le , s in g le  p e rsp e c tiv e . M o re o v e r , I  re c o g n iz e  th e  d a n g e r  

in h e re n t  in  e v e n  se e m in g  to  m a k e  su c h  c la im s . C o n se q u e n tly , I  h a v e  a im e d  to  w r ite  in  a  w a y  th a t  

is  e x p a n s iv e  ra th e r  th a n  f la tte n in g . I  h a v e  a lso  s tr iv e n  to  h o n o r  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ w o rd s  o v e r  all 

e lse . T o  d o  so  I  h a v e  u s e d  n o n -c o n v e n tio n a l  m e th o d s  o f  d a ta  re p re se n ta tio n , I  h a v e  a v o id e d  

c o n fin in g  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ v o ic e s  to  C h a p te r  F o u r  a lo n e , a n d  I  h a v e  m a d e  e v e ry  e ffo r t  to  e n su re  

th a t  e v e ry  p a r t ic ip a n t  h a s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  sp e a k  fo r  h e rse lf . I  im p lo re  th e  re a d e r  to  p ro c e e d  b y  

k e e p in g  in  m in d  th a t  s to r ie s  a re  m u lt ip le  a n d  f lu id , tru th s  a re  p lu ra l a n d  u n f ix e d , a n d  m e a n in g  

p ro life ra te s .
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Chapter Two

A Review of the Literature

T h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0  m a rk e d  th e  f ir s t  t im e  th a t  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  C e n su s  p ro v id e d  th e  o p tio n  o f  

s e lf -re p o rt in g  id e n tif ic a t io n  w ith  m o re  th a n  o n e  ra c ia l c a te g o ry  (R e n n , 2 0 0 3 ) . A t th e  tim e , a lm o s t 

s e v e n  m ill io n  A m e ric a n s  e le c te d  to  d o  so  (U S  C e n s u s  B u re a u  as c ite d  in  M u s e u s , L a m b e , &  

R y a n , 2 0 1 5 ) . B y  2 0 1 0 , th a t  n u m b e r  h a d  in c re a s e d  to  n in e  m il l io n  A m e ric a n s  (U S  C e n su s  B u re a u  

as c ite d  in  M u s e u s  e t a l., 2 0 1 5 ) , a lth o u g h  re c e n t  re s e a rc h  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  U .S . 

p o p u la t io n  th a t  is  m u ltira c ia l  is  a c tu a lly  m u c h  h ig h e r  a t a ro u n d  6 .9 %  (P E W  R e s e a rc h  C e n te r, 

2 0 1 5 ) . C o n se q u e n tly , th e  n u m b e r  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  o n  c o lle g e  c a m p u se s  n a tio n w id e  is  

g ro w in g . R e s e a rc h  o n  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  h a s  sh o w n  th a t  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n ta l 

p ro c e s s e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  d iffe r  f ro m  th o s e  o f  s tu d e n ts  w h o  id e n tify  as m o n o ra c ia l  (R e n n , 

2 0 0 3 ) . H o w e v e r , as o f  2 0 1 5 , le s s  th a n  1%  o f  a r tic le s  p u b lis h e d  in  p e e r- re v ie w e d  jo u rn a ls  in  th e  

f ie ld s  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  a n d  s tu d e n t a ffa irs  d u r in g  th e  p re c e d in g  d e c a d e  a c k n o w le d g e d  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a s  a  d isc re te  g ro u p  (M u se u s  e t al. 2 0 1 5 ).

T h e  p u rp o se  o f  th is  c h a p te r  is  to  e x a m in e  th e  l ite ra tu re  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t 

e x p e rie n c e  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n , to  f ra m e  th is  p ro je c t  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th is  e m e rg in g  a re a  o f  

re se a rc h , a n d  to  e s ta b lis h  an  e p is te m o lo g ic a l f ra m e w o rk  fo r  m y  a n a ly s is . T h ro u g h o u t, I  w ill  k e e p  

m y  c e n tra l re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n  in  m in d : W h a t  a re  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  

s tu d e n ts  in  a  c o lle g e  s e tt in g ?

B e fo re  p ro c e e d in g  to  th e  l ite ra tu re  itse lf , I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  o r ie n t  th e  re a d e r  to  th e  

o rg a n iz a tio n  an d  c o n te x t  o f  th is  c h a p te r . R e v ie w s  o f  f if te e n  s c h o la r ly  w o rk s , a ll p u b lis h e d  in  

p e e r- re v ie w e d  a c a d e m ic  jo u rn a ls  w ith in  th e  la s t  15 y e a rs , f o llo w  b e lo w . W ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  

th e  c lo s in g  se c tio n  o n  e p is te m o lo g ic a l f ra m e w o rk s , I  h a v e  c h o se n  to  o rg a n iz e  th e  l i te ra tu re
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c h ro n o lo g ic a lly  to  p a ra lle l  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  th e  l ite ra tu re  h a s  g ro w n  a lo n g s id e  th e  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n t  p o p u la tio n . T w o  m a jo r  e v e n ts  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  in fo rm  th e  c o n te x t  in  w h ic h  th e se  

a r tic le s  w e re  w ritte n . T h e  f irs t, a s  n o te d  ab o v e , is  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  U S  C e n su s  to  a c c o u n t fo r  

m u ltira c ia l  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 . T h e  se c o n d  is  th e  2 0 0 8  e le c tio n  a n d  s u b se q u e n t 

p re s id e n c y  o f  P re s id e n t  B a ra c k  O b a m a , th e  n a t io n ’s f ir s t  m u ltira c ia l  c o m m a n d e r- in -c h ie f .

F in a lly , I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  a c k n o w le d g e  m y  o w n  s ta n d p o in t  as a  m u ltira c ia l  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t  w h o  

a tte n d e d  c o lle g e  f ro m  2 0 0 5  - 2 0 0 9 , in  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  p e r io d  c o v e re d  b y  th e  l ite ra tu re  re v ie w e d  

h e re in .

Leading-edge Research in the Early 2000s

K ris te n  R e n n ’s w o rk , la rg e ly  u n d e r ta k e n  a t th e  s ta r t  o f  th e  n e w  m ille n n iu m , p ro v id e d  a 

m o d e l fo r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t th a t  la te r  l ite ra tu re  w o u ld  tre a t  

as fo u n d a tio n a l. In  2 0 0 3  sh e  p u b lis h e d  a  p a p e r  b u i l t  u p o n  g ro u n d e d  th e o ry  re s e a rc h  w h ic h  she  

b e g a n  in  th e  1 9 9 9 -2 0 0 0  a c a d e m ic  y e a r. T a k in g  B ro n fe n b re n n e r ’s (1 9 7 9 )  e c o lo g ic a l m o d e l o f  

h u m a n  d e v e lo p m e n t as a  s ta r tin g  p o in t, R e n n  (2 0 0 3 )  e x p lo re d  th e  id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t 

p ro c e s s e s  o f  38  m u ltira c ia l  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  f iv e  d if fe re n t  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  in s t i tu t io n s  

in  th e  N o r th e a s t  a n d  M id w e s t. A f te r  a m a s s in g  a  s tu d y  p o p u la t io n  th ro u g h  sn o w b a ll sa m p lin g  

w ith  m a x im u m  v a ria tio n , R e n n  (2 0 0 3 )  c o n d u c te d  se m i-s tru c tu re d  in te rv ie w s  w ith  s tu d y  

p a r tic ip a n ts , c o lle c te d  w r itte n  re sp o n se s , a n d  e n g a g e d  in  o n -c a m p u s  o b se rv a tio n s .

T h ro u g h  o n g o in g  re f in e m e n t a n d  c o n s ta n t  c o m p a ra tiv e  a n a ly s is , R e n n  (2 0 0 3 )  c o n s tru c te d  

f iv e  c a te g o rie s  to  r e p re s e n t  v a r ia tio n s  in  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t id e n tity . Monoracial id e n tif ie d  

s tu d e n ts  “ c re a te [d ]  h o m e  b a s e  in  o n e  c a te g o ry ,” a lth o u g h  th e y  o c c a s io n a lly  fo ra y e d  in to  o th e rs  

(p . 3 8 5 ). Multiple monoracial id e n tif ie d  s tu d e n ts  m a in ta in e d  “b o th  fe e t  in  b o th  g ro u p s ” an d  

e x h ib ite d  th e  c a p a c ity  to  h o ld , m e rg e , a n d  c ro s s  b e tw e e n  m u lt ip le  p e rs p e c tiv e s  (p . 385 ).
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Multiracial id e n tif ie d  s tu d e n ts  “ [sat] o n  th e  b o rd e r” a n d  id e n tif ie d  w ith  th e ir  m ix e d -n e s s  a b o v e  

all (p. 3 8 5 ). Situational id e n tif ie d  s tu d e n ts  “ m o v e d  b e tw e e n  o r  a m o n g  id e n tity  p a tte rn s ” as th e y  

c o n s c io u s ly  sh if te d  id e n tif ic a t io n  as  n e e d e d  (p. 3 8 5 ). A n d  extraracial id e n tif ie d  s tu d e n ts  

in c lu d e d  th o se  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  “ o p te d  o u t o f  ra c ia l c a te g o r ie s ” e n tire ly  (p. 385 ).

F o r  R e n n  (2 0 0 3 ), u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  th a t  le d  s tu d e n ts  to  id e n tify  w ith in  th e s e  

c a te g o rie s  w a s  c ru c ia l. S h e  fo u n d  th a t:

In  a d d itio n  to  im p o r ta n t  c h a ra c te r is tic s  a n d  k n o w le d g e  th a t  m u lt ira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  b ro u g h t 

w ith  th e m  to  c o lle g e , p e rso n a l in te ra c tio n s  w ith  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  g ro u p s , as w e ll  as  th e  

in te ra c tio n s  b e tw e e n  a n d  a m o n g  th o s e  se ttin g s , w e re  c ritic a l in f lu e n c e s  in  s tu d e n ts ’ 

id e n tif ic a t io n  in  th e  f iv e  p a tte rn s  (p. 3 8 6 ).

S h e  p o s ite d  th a t  B ro n fe n b re n n e r ’s e le m e n ts  o f  person, process, context, and time w e re  e sp e c ia lly  

g e rm a n e  in  a  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  se ttin g , as  “ o rg a n iz a tio n s  su c h  as c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s  p ro v id e  

sh a re d  se tt in g s  w h e re  th e  u n iq u e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l e n v iro n m e n ts  o f  h u n d re d s  o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  

s tu d e n ts  o v e rla p  s ig n if ic a n tly  a n d  a re  in f lu e n c e d  b y  in s ti tu tio n a l p o lic ie s  a n d  p ro g ra m s ” (p. 38 7 ). 

R e n n  (2 0 0 3 )  th e re fo re  g e n e ra te d  th e  fo llo w in g  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r  c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s :  

“ e n h a n c in g  c u rr ic u la  to  p ro m o te  s tu d e n t id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t” (p. 3 9 8 ), “ a lig n in g  c u rr ic u lu m  

a n d  c o -c u rr ic u lu m  to  s u p p o r t  n e w  w a y s  o f  th in k in g  a b o u t s tu d e n t id e n tity ” (p. 3 9 9 ), an d  

“ e n g a g in g  p e e r  c u ltu re  to  c re a te  b o u n d a ry  c ro s s in g ” (p. 40 0 ).

R e n n ’s (2 0 0 3 )  w o rk  d id  e x h ib it  so m e  l im ita tio n s , su c h  as sm all sa m p le  size , g e o g ra p h ic  

sp e c if ic ity , a n d  th e  fa c t th a t  sh e  e x a m in e d  s tu d e n t id e n tit ie s  a n d  e x p e rie n c e s  a t o n ly  o n e  p o in t  in  

tim e . N e v e r th e le s s , th e  id e n tity  p a tte rn s  sh e  c o in e d  w ill  b e  w id e ly  u s e d  b y  o th e r  re s e a rc h e rs  c ite d  

b e lo w , a n d  th e  th e m e s  th a t  e m e rg e d  fro m  h e r  s tu d y  w ill  r e a p p e a r  th ro u g h o u t  th e  l ite ra tu re . H e r  

w o rk  h as  b e e n  c ite d  n o t  o n ly  b y  o th e r  re s e a rc h e rs  fo c u s in g  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  id e n tity , b u t
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a lso  b y  a c a d e m ic s  e x a m in in g  s tu d e n t d e v e lo p m e n t c o m p re h e n s iv e ly . F in a lly , a n d  c ru c ia lly ,

R e n n  (2 0 0 3 )  p ro v id e d  an  id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t m o d e l th a t, u n lik e  m o s t  m o n o ra c ia l  id e n tity  

m o d e ls , w a s  n o n lin e a r  a n d  d e p e n d e n t o n  b o th  t im e  a n d  c o n te x t. T h is  m o d e l p ro v id e d  o th e rs  w ith  

an  e n tire ly  n e w  le n s  f ro m  w h ic h  to  f ra m e  th e ir  re s e a rc h  a n d  su p p o rts  th e  n o tio n  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n ts  e x p e rie n c e  th e  c o lle g e  e n v iro n m e n t d iffe re n tly  th a n  th e ir  m o n o ra c ia l  c o u n te rp a r ts . 

Burgeoning Interest in Multiracial Students Beginning in 2008

T h e  w o rk  o f  P a u l S h a n g  (2 0 0 8 )  o ffe rs  a  g l im p s e  a t  th e  so c io -h is to r ic a l c o n te x t  th a t  w ill  

c o lo r  th is  n e x t  se t o f  a rtic le s . S h a n g  (2 0 0 8 )  a rg u e d  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  m u s t  b e  u n d e rs to o d  

as p e o p le  o f  c o lo r  lo c a te d  w ith in  th e  sh if t in g  d e m o g ra p h ic s  o f  th e  2 1 s t  c e n tu ry  (p. 5). W h ile  h e  

d id  n o t  c o n d u c t  a n y  f ie ld w o rk  fo r  th is  p a r t ic u la r  a r tic le , h e  u n d e r to o k  a  c a re fu l h is to r ic a l a n a ly s is  

o f  a tt itu d e s  to w a rd s  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  b e tw e e n  2 0 0 0  a n d  2 0 0 8 . T o  b e g in , 

S h a n g  (2 0 0 8 )  s u m m a riz e d  th e  d e b a te s  s u rro u n d in g  ra c e  re la tio n s  in  th e  p o s t-a f f irm a tiv e  a c tio n  

era . N e x t, h e  a s se r te d  th a t  “ h o w  b ira c ia l  o r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  fee l a b o u t th e m s e lv e s  a n d  h o w  

th e y  in te rp re t  th e ir  t re a tm e n t  b y  o th e rs  is  c o m p lic a te d ” a n d  is  in f lu e n c e d  n o t  o n ly  “b y  th e  

n a t io n ’s c u rre n t d e b a te  a b o u t r e s p o n d in g  to  h is to r ic a l w ro n g s  b a s e d  o n  ra c e , b u t  a lso  b y  th e  

n a t io n ’s a m b iv a le n c e  a b o u t m ix e d - ra c e  p e o p le ” (p. 7). A s  an  e x a m p le , S h a n g  c ite d  th e  fa c t  th a t  

d e sp ite  th e  U S  S u p re m e  C o u r t’s 1967  ru lin g  in  L o v in g  v s . V irg in ia  th a t  a n ti-m isc e g e n a tio n  law s  

w e re  u n c o n s ti tu t io n a l , th e  la s t  s ta te  la w  b a n n in g  in te r ra c ia l  m a rr ia g e  w a s  re p e a le d  as re c e n tly  as 

20 0 1  (p. 7). H e  fu r th e r  o b se rv e d  th a t  th e  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tif ic a t io n  o p tio n  b e in g  a d d e d  to  th e  2 0 0 0  

U S  C e n s u s  “ h a s  d ra w n  sh a rp  c rit ic ism  f ro m  m o n o ra c ia l  g ro u p s  th a t  fe a r  th a t  th e  a d d itio n  o f  m o re  

ra c ia l c a te g o rie s  w ill  d im in ish  th e  n u m b e rs  s e le c tin g  o n e  c a te g o ry ” (p . 8).

N a r ro w in g  th e  fo c u s  o f  h is  h is to r ic a l a n a ly s is  to  c o lle g e  c a m p u se s , S h a n g  (2 0 0 8 )  

c o n te n d e d  th a t  “ t ra d itio n a l-a g e  b ira c ia l  a n d  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a re  p a r t  o f  a  c o h o r t  o f  s tu d e n ts
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e n te r in g  c o lle g e  a t a  t im e  o f  g re a t  s tu d e n t d iv e rs ity , y e t  th e y  a re  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  l it tle  p re c o lle g e  

e x p e rie n c e  w ith  su c h  d iv e rs ity ” (p. 9). T o  s u p p o r t  th is  p o in t, h e  c ite d  th e  fa c t th a t  se c o n d a ry  

sc h o o ls  w e re  m o re  s e g re g a te d  in  2 0 0 8  th a n  in  th e  19 8 0 s, re s u ltin g  in  m a n y  c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts ’ 

“ f ir s t  s ig n if ic a n t  in te ra c tio n  w ith  s o m e o n e  o f  a n o th e r  ra c e  o c c u r[ in g ]  o n  [a u n iv e rs ity ]  c a m p u s ” 

(p. 9). S h a n g  (2 0 0 8 )  c o n c lu d e d  b y  a rg u in g  th a t  c o n s id e r in g  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n ts  as w e ll as m o n o ra c ia l  s tu d e n ts  w a s  n o t  o n ly  n e c e s sa ry , b u t  b e n e fic ia l. H e  sta ted :

F o r  s tu d e n t a f fa irs  p ro fe s s io n a ls , th e  o p p o r tu n ity  a n d  th e  c h a lle n g e  to  se rv e  an  e v e r  

c h a n g in g  s tu d e n t  b o d y  re q u ire s  u n re m itt in g  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  im p a c t  o f  se rv ic e s  an d  

in s ti tu tio n a l p o lic ie s  o n  s tu d e n ts , h o w  s tu d e n ts  a c h ie v e  g ro w th  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t, an d  

w h a t  p ro m is in g  n e w  a p p ro a c h e s  m a y  e x is t  to  se rv e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e  in s ti tu tio n . 

E n c o u ra g e d  b y  s e rv in g  b ira c ia l  a n d  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts , fac u lty , s ta ff, a n d  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  

m a y  c o m e  to  c o n s id e r  n e w  w a y s  o f  th in k in g  a b o u t th e  f lu id ity  o f  ra c e  (p. 10).

T h is  c o n c lu s io n  b r id g e s  w e ll to  th e  w o rk  o f  O z a k i a n d  J o h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 )  a n d  W o n g  a n d  B u c k n e r  

(2 0 0 8 ), tw o  re s e a rc h  te a m s  w r itin g  in  th e  sa m e  y e a r  as S h a n g  (2 0 0 8 )  o n  th e  s u b je c t o f  s tu d e n t 

se rv ices .

O z a k i a n d  Jo h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 )  o ffe re d  a  s n a p sh o t o f  th e  c h a lle n g e s  fa c e d  b y  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n t  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a n d  th e ir  s ta f f  o r  fa c u lty  a d v ise rs . T h e ir  a im  w a s  to  u s e  R e n n ’s (2 0 0 3 )  

th e o r ie s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t to  p ro v id e  c o n c re te , p ra c tic a l g u id e lin e s  fo r  

s tu d e n t  a ffa irs  p ro fe s s io n a ls . T h e y  b e g a n  b y  o f fe r in g  th re e  p re c o n d itio n s  th a t  m u s t  b e  p re s e n t  fo r  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t g ro u p s  to  fo rm  o n  c am p u s:

(1 )  th e re  m u s t  b e  a  c ritic a l m a s s  o f  s tu d e n ts  in te re s te d  in  a n d  se e in g  th e  n e e d  fo r  su c h  a 

g ro u p , (2 ) s tu d e n ts  n e e d  to  id e n tify  th e  n e e d  fo r  a  sp a c e  to  e x p re s s  a n d  e x p lo re  th e ir
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m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity , a n d  (3 )  th e y  m u s t  fee l th a t  th e y  d o  n o t  b e lo n g  to  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  

g ro u p s  o n  c a m p u s  (O z a k i &  Jo h n s to n , 2 0 0 8 , p. 54).

T h e y  th e n  d e lin e a te d  th e  c o m m o n  c h a lle n g e s  f a c e d  b y  th o se  g ro u p s  th a t  d o  fo rm  w h e n  th e  a b o v e  

c o n d itio n s  e x is t. A c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  m e ta -a n a ly s is  o f  p r io r  re se a rc h , th e  f ir s t  c h a lle n g e  

e n c o u n te re d  b y  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t o rg a n iz a tio n s  w a s  le a d e r  a n d  m e m b e r  id e n tity  co n flic t. In  

o th e r  w o rd s , a c c o rd in g  to  R o o t, “ th e  d iv e rs ity  o f  p e rso n a l a n d  g ro u p  id e n tit ie s  w ith in  th e  mixed 

race u m b re l la  te rm ” c re a te d  c o n f l ic t in g  p r io r it ie s  fo r  g ro u p  le a d e rs  a n d  m e m b e rs  (a s  c ite d  in  

O z a k i &  Jo h n s to n , 2 0 0 8 , p. 56). T h e  se c o n d  c h a lle n g e  th a t  e m e rg e d  w a s  a  se n se  o f  c o n flic t  w ith  

m o n o ra c ia l  s tu d e n t o f  c o lo r  g ro u p s , b e c a u s e  “ o n  p re d o m in a n tly  W h ite  c a m p u se s  w h e re  re so u rc e s  

a lre a d y  fee l l im ite d  fo r  s tu d e n ts  o f  c o lo r” an  a tm o s p h e re  o f  c o m p e tit io n  fo r  sa id  re so u rc e s  

d e v e lo p e d  (p. 57). T h ird ly , as  w ith  a n y  s tu d e n t- le d  g ro u p , a  h ig h  tu rn o v e r  ra te  c a n  le a d  to  

a ttr it io n  o f  g ro u p  m e m b e rs  a n d  u l tim a te ly  d is s o lu tio n  o f  th e  g ro u p  as s tu d e n ts  m a tr ic u la te  ea ch  

y e a r  (p. 57).

O z a k i a n d  Jo h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 )  s u g g e s te d  th a t  s tu d e n t a ffa irs  p ro fe s s io n a ls  w o rk  to  o ffse t 

th e s e  c h a lle n g e s  b y  p ro v id in g  s u p p o rt in  sp e c if ic  w a y s . T o  b e g in , s tu d e n t a ffa irs  p e rso n n e l 

sh o u ld  a s s is t  s tu d e n ts  in  fo c u s in g  th e  v is io n  a n d  g o a ls  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  (p. 58). N e x t, w e ll-  

p la c e d  s ta f f  c a n  a d v o c a te  fo r  m u ltira c ia l  is su e s . O z a k i a n d  Jo h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 )  c ite d  s u p p o rtin g  th e  

r ig h t  o f  s tu d e n ts  to  c h e c k  m o re  th a n  o n e  ra c ia l id e n tif ic a t io n  b o x  a n d /o r  se le c tin g  a  m u ltira c ia l  

id e n tif ic a t io n  c a te g o ry  o n  u n iv e rs ity  fo rm s  as o n e  e x a m p le  o f  th is  ty p e  o f  a d v o c a c y  (p. 58). 

A d d itio n a lly , c o m m itte d  a d v ise rs  c a n  a sse ss  th e ir  o w n  ra c ia l id e n tity  a n d  p e rso n a l b ia s e s  in  o rd e r  

to  m o re  a u th e n tic a lly  a s s is t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  as th e y  n a v ig a te  ra c ia l p o lit ic s  o n  c a m p u s  (pp . 

5 8 -5 9 ). A d v is e rs  c a n  a lso  c re a te  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  le a d e rs  o f  m u ltira c ia l  an d  

m o n o ra c ia l  s tu d e n t o rg a n iz a tio n s , as w e ll  as  h e lp in g  s tu d e n ts  in  su c h  o rg a n iz a tio n s  u n d e rs ta n d
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th e  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  rac e , e th n ic ity , a n d  c u ltu re  (p. 59). M o re o v e r , a d v is e rs  m u s t  se rv e  as 

re so u rc e s  to  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  c o m m u n ity , b o th  b y  a le r tin g  s tu d e n ts  to  so u rc e s  th a t  m a y  

h e lp  th e m  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e ir  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity  a n d  b y  fu n c tio n in g  as a  p o in t  o f  c o n s is te n c y  

d u r in g  p e r io d s  o f  s tu d e n t le a d e rsh ip  tu rn o v e r  (p. 59). F in a lly , O z a k i a n d  J o h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 )  

im p lo re d  s tu d e n t a ffa irs  p ro fe s s io n a ls  to  b e  o p e n  to  c h a n g e  (p. 59 ), c it in g  R e n n ’s (2 0 0 3 )  f in d in g s  

th a t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t is  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  f lu id ity .

W h ile  O z a k i a n d  J o h n s to n ’s (2 0 0 8 )  w o rk  w a s  e n tire ly  b a s e d  in  a  m e ta -a n a ly s is  o f  

re s e a rc h  c a rr ie d  o u t b y  o th e rs , W o n g  a n d  B u c k n e r  (2 0 0 8 )  e x a m in e d  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  s tu d e n t 

s e rv ic e s  c a n  se rv e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  b y  c a rry in g  o u t th re e  c o m p a ra tiv e  c a se  s tu d ie s . T h e y  

b e g a n  w ith  a  sn o w b a ll a p p ro a c h  to  d a ta  g a th e r in g , c o m p ilin g  a  c o n ta c t  l is t  o f  35 in s t i tu t io n s  th a t  

o f fe re d  so m e  lev e l o f  se rv ic e s  to  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts . T h e ir  in it ia l  a n a ly s is  re v e a le d  tw o  

c o m p o n e n ts  th a t  w e re  f re q u e n tly  p re s e n t  a t in s t i tu t io n s  e n g a g e d  in  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p ro g ra m s  

a n d  se rv ic es : p ro fe s s io n a l s ta f f  e ith e r  p e rs o n a lly  m o tiv a te d  o r  a s s ig n e d  b y  th e  in s t i tu t io n  to  

d e liv e r  s e rv ic e s  to  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a n d /o r  s tro n g  s tu d e n t le a d e rsh ip  in  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  (p . 4 6 ). W o n g  a n d  B u c k n e r  (2 0 0 8 )  th e n  n a rro w e d  th e ir  sa m p le  fu r th e r  in  

o rd e r  to  p re s e n t  th re e  c a se  s tu d ie s  h ig h lig h tin g  s u c c e s s fu l a n d  u n s u c c e s s fu l  p ra c tic e s  in  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t e n g a g e m e n t.

T h e  f ir s t  c a se  s tu d y , c o n d u c te d  a t th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  C o lo ra d o  a t B o u ld e r ’s C e n te r  fo r  

M u lt ic u ltu ra l  A ffa irs , se rv e d  as  an  “ e x a m p le  o f  a  se rv ic e  m o d e l th a t  p a irs  fo rm a l s ta f f  a s s ig n e d  

to  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p ro g ra m m in g  w ith  th e  in v o lv e m e n t o f  s tu d e n t le a d e rs h ip ” (W o n g  &  

B u c k n e r , 2 0 0 8 , p. 4 7 ). In te rv ie w s  w ith  s tu d e n t  a ffa irs  p e rso n n e l e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  C e n te r  

re v e a le d  th a t  jo in t  s ta f f - s tu d e n t  e ffo r ts  g e n e ra te d  a  “ sy m b io tic  re la tio n s h ip ” w h ic h  re s u lte d  in  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  b e in g  ta rg e te d  fo r  s e rv ic e s  o n  an  e q u a l fo o tin g  w ith  m o n o ra c ia l  m in o r it iz e d
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s tu d e n ts  (p. 4 7 ). T h e  se c o n d  c a se  s tu d y  e x p lo re d  B ro w n  U n iv e r s i ty ’s T h ird  W o rld  C e n te r , w h ic h  

s im ila r ly  in v o lv e d  s tu d e n t p ro g ra m m e rs  c o o rd in a tin g  m u ltira c ia l  p ro g ra m m in g  u n d e r  th e  

su p e rv is io n  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l s taff. A t  B ro w n  U n iv e rs i ty , W o n g  a n d  B u c k n e r  (2 0 0 8 )  fo u n d  th a t  th e  

u n iv e r s i ty ’s c u ltu re  as a  w h o le  p ro m o te d  s tu d e n t se lf - id e n tif ic a tio n ; c o n se q u e n tly , th e  C e n te r  

in c lu d e d  “ m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  s p e c if ic a lly  in  its  m is s io n  s ta te m e n t a n d  tre a t[e d ]  th e m  as a 

d is t in c t  c o m m u n ity  se rv e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t w h ile  a lso  a llo w in g  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  to  c la im  o th e r  

e th n ic  id e n tit ie s  i f  th e y  w is h [e d ]” (p. 4 9 ). C o n v e rse ly , in  a  th ird  c a se  s tu d y , th e  C h ic a n o  L a tin o  

s tu d e n t  p ro g ra m s  a t L o y o la  M a ry m o u n t U n iv e rs i ty  d e m o n s tra te d  an  “ in te re s t  in  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n t  is s u e s  a m o n g  th e  s ta f f  b u t  lit tle  s tu d e n t le a d e rsh ip  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  th e  is s u e ” (p. 4 9 ). A s  a 

re su lt, m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  w e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  d e p a r tm e n t’s m is s io n  s ta te m e n t b u t  “ th e  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t c o m m u n ity  w a s  n e ith e r  a d v o c a tin g  fo r  i t s e l f  n o r  fo rm a lly  o rg a n iz e d ” w ith in  

th e  la rg e r  u n iv e rs ity  c o n te x t  (p . 4 9 ).

B e y o n d  th e s e  th re e  c a se  s tu d ie s , W o n g  a n d  B u c k n e r  (2 0 0 8 )  d is c o v e re d  th a t  a t th e  35 

in s t i tu t io n s  su rv e y e d , th e  m o s t  c o m m o n  m o d e ls  f o r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t s e rv ic e s  w e re  s in g le  

e v e n ts  w ith o u t  lo n g -te rm  in s ti tu tio n a l c o m m itm e n t (su c h  as a  o n e -t im e  m u ltira c ia l  a w a re n e s s  

w e e k )  o r  n o m in a l in c lu s io n  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  in  m u ltic u ltu ra l  a ffa irs  o f f ic e s  w ith o u t  th e  

e x is te n c e  o f  a  s ta n d a lo n e  d e p a r tm e n t o r  d e s ig n a te d  s ta f f  s u p p o rt (p. 50). T h e y  th u s  “ c o n s id e r[e d ]  

th e s e  e ffo r ts  to  b e  th e  b e g in n in g  s ta g e s  o f  a  lo ca l m o v e m e n t s  th a t  w ill  e v e n tu a lly  r e s u lt  in  

d is c u s s io n  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  c a m p u s w id e  su p p o rt fo r  all s tu d e n ts ’ 

m u ltic u ltu ra l  id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t” (p. 50). C o n s id e r in g  th e  sm a ll n u m b e r  o f  e x is tin g  p ro g ra m s  

to  su rv e y  a n d  th e  n e w n e s s  o f  th e  u n d e r ly in g  th e o re tic a l  c o n s tru c ts , W o n g  a n d  B u c k n e r  (2 0 0 8 )  

f e l t  th a t  th e i r  g ra sp  o f  b e s t  p ra c tic e s  f o r  s e rv in g  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  w a s  l im ite d  an d  th a t  fu r th e r  

re se a rc h  w a s  w a rra n te d .
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The final two studies published in 2008 pulled back somewhat from Ozaki and 

Johnston’s (2008) and Wong and Buckner’s (2008) close focus on student services and, instead, 

addressed the multiracial student experience holistically. Chaudhari and Pizzolato (2008) sought 

to approach the topic epistemologically, concentrating on student knowledge-making and self­

authorship. They undertook an exploratory qualitative study that involved 22 semi-structured 

interviews with multi-ethnic college students in the eastern US. Taking a grounded theory 

approach, Chaudhari and Pizzolato (2008) began with Renn’s (2003) multiracial identity patterns 

and used constant comparative analysis to generate parallel patterns for multi-ethnic students. 

Their work drew distinctions between multiraciality and multi-ethnicality, and so their study 

population contained two subgroups of students: multiracial/multi-ethnic (for example, a 

Japanese-Caucasian student) and monoracial/multi-ethnic (for example, an Irish-Italian-Czech 

student). By drawing these distinctions, Chaudhari and Pizzolato (2008) contributed to the 

literature by considering how “multi” students, be they multiracial, multi-ethnic, or both, 

experience identity development along multiple trajectories at once.

Chaudhari and Pizzolato (2008) found that in accordance with theories of self­

authorship, “multi” students established and displayed their racial and ethnic identities across 

three planes. The first plane, identity claims, can be “operationally defined as what individuals 

say they are--their dominant form of identification in any one setting” (p. 450). For “multi” 

students, “the constant shifting of contexts resulted in participants’ consistent renegotiation and 

clarifications of their identity claims” (p. 450). Unlike “mono” students, “multi” students’ self­

authorship process is ongoing and nonlinear, as they have to decide who they are and whom they 

identify with repeatedly. The second plane, induced feelings about identity, referred to students’ 

emotional responses to others’ reactions to their claimed identity (p. 450). Study participants
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commonly cited instances in which they experienced dissonance between their claimed ethnic 

identities and the comments others made about them (p. 450). The third plane, cognitive identity, 

described “the process by which individuals understood their identity shifting across contexts” 

(p. 451). In other words, students were able to use their past intrapersonal and interpersonal 

experiences to reflect on how they identified themselves. Like Renn (2003), who found that 

multiracial student identity development was nonlinear, Chaudhari and Pizzolato (2008) found 

that multi-ethnic students exhibited asynchronous development across these three planes. 

Similarities between the two works also extended to their limitations, as Chaudhari and 

Pizzolato’s (2008) study was similarly constrained by sample size and location, with the 

additional limitation of an overrepresentation of female students.

Renn’s (2003) influence extended to the work of Alissa King (2008) as well. Using 

personal narratives, both her own and others’, King (2008) highlighted challenges unique to the 

multiracial student experience. Beginning with Renn’s (2003) finding that settings and 

interactions on campus influenced student identity development, King (2008) articulated the 

need for inclusive campus spaces for multiracial students. She observed common peer dynamics 

that obstructed the creation of such spaces. These were derived from “how others perceive 

multiracial students’ racial identities based on physical appearance and conformity to expected 

displays of cultural knowledge and ways of acting” (p. 34). She recounted multiple student 

narratives in which multiracial students’ identities were either invisible to others or overwritten 

by others. Central to this experience was the “What are you?” question, commonly cited in the 

collected narratives. Multiracial students in her study spoke of the double bind inherent in this

question, wherein monoracial students of color deemed them “not really____” enough and

White students categorized them as students of color (pp. 34 - 35). As a result, in many



n a rra tiv e s  th e  s tu d e n ts  fe l t  d o u b ly  e x c lu d e d . B e lo n g in g  w a s  m a d e  d if f ic u lt  b e c a u s e  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n ts  h a d  to  “ n a v ig a te  sp a ce s  w ith o u t  b e in g  v isu a lly  id e n tif ia b le  in  te rm s  o f  ra c e  o r  h a v in g  th e  

c u ltu ra l  m a rk e rs  th a t  w o u ld  le g itim iz e  [th e ir]  a b ility  to  f it  in to  th o s e  sp a c e s ” (p. 37).

In  o rd e r  to  c o u n te ra c t  th e s e  c h a lle n g e s , K in g  (2 0 0 8 )  p u t  fo r th  se v era l r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  

fo r  c re a tin g  m u lt ira c ia lly  in c lu s iv e  sp a c e s  o n  c a m p u s . M o s t  o f  h e r  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  e c h o  th o se  

o f  s tu d ie s  c ite d  a b o v e . L ik e  R e n n  (2 0 0 3 ), K in g  (2 0 0 8 )  su p p o rte d  a  u n if ie d  c u rr ic u la r  a n d  c o ­

c u rr ic u la r  a p p ro a c h  to  m a k in g  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity  v is ib le . K in g  (2 0 0 8 )  e x p a n d e d  o n  th is  b y  

c a ll in g  fo r  in c re a s e d  r e c ru itm e n t a n d  h ir in g  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s ta f f  a n d  fa c u lty  to  in c re a s e  “v is ib ili ty , 

a w a re n e ss , o p e n n e ss , a n d  s u p p o rt” (p . 39). A n d  l ik e  O z a k i a n d  J o h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 )  a n d  W o n g  an d  

B u c k n e r  (2 0 0 8 ), K in g  (2 0 0 8 )  w ro te  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a n d  o f  

p ro g ra m m in g  th a t  c o n n e c ts  m u ltira c ia l  a n d  m o n o ra c ia l  s tu d e n t g ro u p s  (p. 39 ). O v e ra ll, K in g ’s 

(2 0 0 8 )  a rtic le  d id  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  p ro d u c e  a  g re a t  d ea l o f  n e w  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o n  th e  to p ic  o f  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t d e v e lo p m e n t, b u t  h e r  u se  o f  p e rso n a l n a rra tiv e s  d id  s u p p o rt a n d  e n h a n c e  th e  

w o rk  o f  th o s e  th a t  p re c e d e d  her.

Increased Visibility of Multiracial Student Needs in the Post-Obama Era

T h e  f in a l b o d y  o f  l ite ra tu re  p re s e n te d  fo r  re v ie w  d e m o n s tra te s  in c re a s e d  th e o re tic a l  d e p th  

s u rro u n d in g  th e  to p ic  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t d e v e lo p m e n t. W rit in g  n e a r ly  h a lfw a y  in to  P re s id e n t  

O b a m a ’s f ir s t  te rm , L ite r te  (2 0 1 0 )  a rg u e d  th a t  r a c e -o r ie n te d  s tu d e n t  se rv ic e s  (R O S S ), l ik e  th o se  

e x a m in e d  p re v io u s ly  b y  O z a k i a n d  J o h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 )  a n d  W o n g  a n d  B u c k n e r  (2 0 0 8 ), re m a in  

o rg a n iz e d  a ro u n d  c o n v e n tio n a l u n d e rs ta n d in g s  o f  ra c e  th a t  d o  n o t  a c c o u n t fo r  th e  g ro w in g  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n . L ite r te  (2 0 1 0 )  fo u n d  th a t  R O S S  o n  m a n y  c a m p u se s  c o n tin u e d  to  

a s su m e  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  o n ly  f iv e  d isc re te  ra c ia l c a te g o rie s : B la c k , L a tin o /a , W h ite , A s ia n  

A m e ric a n , a n d  N a tiv e  A m e ric a n  (p . 115). T h is  f in d in g  d e m o n s tra te s  th e  in s ti tu t io n a liz a tio n  o f  an
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in d iv id u a l p h e n o m e n o n  w h e re in  “ m u lt ira c ia l” is  n o t  seen  as a  le g itim a te  id e n tif ie r  b y  th o se  w h o  

v ie w  ra c e  as d isc re te  a n d  e s se n tia l. In  an  e ffo r t  to  e x a m in e  th e  p ro b le m s  th a t  c a n  a r is e  w h e n  

s tu d e n ts ’ id e n tit ie s  a re  in c o n g ru e n t  w ith  u n iv e r s i t ie s ’ v ie w s  o n  race , L ite r te  (2 0 1 0 )  c o n d u c te d  

fo c u s  g ro u p s  a n d  o b s e rv a tio n s  a t tw o  n o r th e rn  C a lifo rn ia  c a m p u s e s , in te rv ie w in g  b o th  s tu d e n ts  

a n d  R O S S  s ta f f  (n = 6 0 )  (p . 115). U s in g  a  g ro u n d e d  th e o ry  a p p ro a c h , L ite r te  (2 0 1 0 )  o p e ra te d  

th ro u g h  th e  le n s  o f  ra c ia l fo rm a tio n s  th e o ry  a n d  D u B o is ’s c o n c e p t  o f  d o u b le -c o n sc io u sn e s s . T h is  

a p p ro a c h  re p re se n ts  a  d e p a rtu re  f ro m  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l e c o lo g y  f ra m e w o rk s  la rg e ly  u t i l iz e d  in  

th e  l ite ra tu re  re v ie w e d  ab o v e , a n d  d e m o n s tra te s  a  tu rn  to w a rd s  c ritic a l a n d  c u ltu ra l  p a ra d ig m s  o f  

u n d e rs ta n d in g . In  th e  p o s t-O b a m a  e ra , c r itic a l th e o r ie s  (su c h  as C r itic a l  R a c e  T h e o ry  a n d  its  

o f fsh o o ts )  th a t  in te r ro g a te  in s t i tu t io n a liz e d  im b a la n c e s  o f  p o w e r  h a v e  b e e n  e sp e c ia lly  u se fu l to  

re s e a rc h e rs  w o rk in g  to  c h a lle n g e  th e  n o tio n  th a t  P re s id e n t  O b a m a ’s e le c tio n  s ig n a le d  th e  

r e a l iz a tio n  o f  a  p o s t- ra c ia l  so c ie ty . T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a  c ritic a l d isc o u rs e  a ro u n d  m u lt ira c ia li ty  

m a rk s  an  im p o r ta n t  sh if t  in  th e  l ite ra tu re  re g a rd in g  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts , o n e  th a t  in fo rm s  th is  

p ro je c t  (a s  w ill b e  d is c u s s e d  fu r th e r  in  th e  u p c o m in g  re v ie w  o f  m y  c h o se n  th e o re tic a l 

f ra m e w o rk s ) .

L ik e  m u c h  o f  th e  w o rk  p re v io u s ly  c ited , L i te r te ’s (2 0 1 0 )  d u a l th e o re tic a l le n s e s  a llo w e d  

h e r  to  c o n c e p tu a liz e  s tu d e n t  id e n tity  fo rm a tio n  as a  “ f lu id , c o n tra d ic to ry , a n d  c o m p le x  liv e d  

e x p e r ie n c e ” w ith  a  n o n lin e a r  tra je c to ry . F u r th e rm o re , L i te r te ’s (2 0 1 0 )  e p is te m o lo g ic a l s ta n c e s  

in fo rm e d  h e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e s s  “ n o t  o n ly  sh a p e s  th e  s tu d e n t, b u t  a lso  

th e  in s t i tu t io n ” (p . 121). H e r  f in d in g s  in d ic a te d  th a t  R O S S  a t th e  p a r t ic ip a n t  u n iv e rs it ie s  

c o m p lic a te d  th e  id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e s s  fo r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  b y  e n g a g in g  “ in  rac ia l 

fo rm a tio n s  th a t  re ify  m o n o ra c ia l is m ” (p. 125). O th e rw ise  s ta ted , m a n y  s tu d e n t se rv ic e  p ra c tic e s  

tre a te d  ra c e  in  su c h  a  w a y  th a t  th e  in s t i tu tio n a l s u p p o rt fo r  ra c ia l d iv e rs ity  w a s  e x c lu s iv e ly
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e x te n d e d  to  m o n o ra c ia l  s tu d e n t  o f  c o lo r  id e n tit ie s . H o w e v e r , L ite r te  (2 0 1 0 )  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  fa c t 

th a t  th e s e  f in d in g s  sh o u ld  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  re a d  as an  in d ic tm e n t o f  R O S S , b u t  r a th e r  th a t  th e y  

re f le c t  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  R O S S  “ a re  c o n s tra in e d  b y  th e  id e o lo g y  a n d  l im ite d  re s o u rc e s  y ie ld e d  

b y  th e ir  h is to r ic a l” c irc u m s ta n c e s  (p. 125). G iv e n  th e  fa c t  th a t, as  o n e  s ta f f  in te rv ie w e e  

a rtic u la te d , th e  m a jo r  is s u e  fa c in g  R O S S  in  th e  n e x t  10 to  15 y e a rs  is  l ik e ly  to  b e  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n ts  (p. 129), L ite r te  (2 0 1 0 )  in c lu d e d  c o n c re te  p ra c tic e  a n d  p o lic y  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  in  h e r  

c o n c lu s io n .

L i te r te ’s (2 0 1 0 )  c e n tra l r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  a re  as fo llo w s . F irs t , sh e  su g g e s te d  th a t  R O S S  

m u s t  c o n d u c t  w h a t  sh e  te rm s  “ a u to p s ie s ” a im e d  a t r e c o g n iz in g  a n d  d ism a n tl in g  p ro b le m a tic  

a s su m p tio n s  a b o u t s tu d e n ts ’ e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  ra c e  (p. 131). A p p ro p r ia te  f ir s t  s te p s  in  th is  

p ro c e s s  w o u ld  b e  to  e lim in a te  th e  p re s u m p tio n  th a t  a ll s tu d e n ts  h a il f ro m  m o n o ra c ia l  

b a c k g ro u n d s  a n d  to  a d ju s t p ro g ra m m in g  a c c o rd in g ly . N e x t, L ite r te  (2 0 1 0 )  a s se r te d  th a t  R O S S  

sh o u ld  e v a lu a te  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  th e i r  o f f ic e s  p re s e n t  th e m s e lv e s  to  s tu d e n ts , f o r  e x a m p le  b y  

e x p lic it ly  in c lu d in g  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  in  o rg a n iz a tio n  n a m e s  o r  m is s io n  s ta te m e n ts . F in a lly , 

sh e  a d v o c a te d  fo r  e x p a n d in g  th e  f re q u e n c y  a n d  re a c h  o f  jo in t  p ro g ra m m in g , a  su g g e s tio n  th a t  

e c h o e s  th e  w o rk  o f  R e n n  (2 0 0 3 )  a n d  O z a k i a n d  J o h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 ). L i te r te ’s (2 0 1 0 )  re se a rc h  

fe a tu re d  s im ila r  l im ita tio n s  to  s tu d ie s  c ite d  ab o v e , b u t  w ith  so m e  s lig h t v a r ia n c e s . W h ile  h e r  

sa m p le  s iz e  w a s  sm a ll, i t  w a s  n e v e r th e le s s  th e  la rg e s t  sa m p le  o f  th e  l ite ra tu re  fe a tu re d  in  th is  

rev ie w . F u r th e rm o re , th o u g h  h e r  s tu d y  w a s  g e o g ra p h ic a lly  lim ite d , h e rs  w a s  th e  o n ly  s tu d y  in  

th is  re v ie w  fe a tu r in g  a  W e s t  C o a s t  se ttin g .

K e llo g g  a n d  L id d e ll  (2 0 1 2 )  a lso  e m p lo y e d  a  c ritic a l le n s  to  e x a m in e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t 

e x p e rie n c e s . U s in g  F la n a g a n ’s (1 9 5 4 )  c ritic a l in c id e n t  te c h n iq u e , th e y  a p p lie d  in te rp re tiv is t  an d  

c o n s tru c tiv is t  a n a ly se s  to  in te rv ie w s , w r it te n  re sp o n se s , a n d  fo c u s  g ro u p s . E m p lo y in g  sn o w b a ll
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sa m p lin g  a n d  s tr iv in g  fo r  m a x im u m  v a ria tio n , K e llo g g  a n d  L id d e ll  (2 0 1 2 )  re c ru ite d  14 s tu d y  

p a r t ic ip a n ts  (11 o f  w h o m  w e re  w o m e n )  w h o  id e n tif ie d  as m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a t sev e ra l M id w e s t  

u n iv e rs it ie s . T h e ir  c o m p le te d  re s e a rc h  a rg u e d  fo r  in c re a s e d  re c o g n itio n  o f  “ th e  u n iq u e  n e e d s  an d  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l p ro c e s s e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts” (p . 52 9 ). T o  il lu s tra te  th e s e  n e e d s  an d  

p ro c e s se s , th e y  fo c u s e d  o n  fo u r  c a te g o rie s  o f  c r itic a l in c id e n ts  th a t  e m e rg e d  d u r in g  th e ir  s tu d y . 

T h e y  b e g a n  w ith  in c id e n ts  in  w h ic h  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  c o n fro n te d  ra c e  o r  ra c ism  o n  c a m p u s . 

E c h o in g  K in g ’s (2 0 0 8 )  f in d in g s , K e llo g g  a n d  L id d e ll  (2 0 1 2 )  n o te d  th a t  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  d isc re te  

ra c ia l a ff in ity  g ro u p s  a n d  a s so c ia te d  p r id e  e v e n ts  o n  c a m p u s  “ p ro m p te d  [s tu d e n ts ]  to  th in k  a b o u t 

w h e re  th e y  ‘f i t ’ a n d  h o w  th e y  w o u ld  id e n tify  as  a  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t” (p. 5 3 0 ). T h e y  a lso  

e x p o u n d e d  u p o n  th e  v is ib i l i ty / in v is ib i l i ty  o f  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity , e x e m p lif ie d  b y  in s ta n c e s  in  

w h ic h  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  w o u ld  m a k e  ra c ia lly  in se n s it iv e  c o m m e n ts  in  f ro n t  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  

a f te r  h a v in g  m is id e n tif ie d  th e m  as  m o n o ra c ia l  (p . 53 0 ). K e l lo g g  a n d  L id d e l l ’s (2 0 1 2 )  se c o n d  

c a te g o ry  o f  c ritic a l in c id e n ts  in v o lv e d  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  r e s p o n d in g  to  e x te rn a l d e fin itio n s . 

L ik e  C h a u d h a r i  a n d  P iz z o la to ’s (2 0 0 8 )  re se a rc h , su c h  in c id e n ts , w h ic h  te n d e d  to  b e  re c u r r in g  

e x p e rie n c e s , o f te n  re f le c te d  a  d isc re p a n c y  b e tw e e n  p u b lic  a n d  p e rso n a l c o n c e p tio n s  o f  id e n tity  

(p . 532 ). A s  K in g  (2 0 0 8 )  d id  b e fo re  th e m , K e l lo g g  a n d  L id d e ll  (2 0 1 2 )  fo u n d  th a t  m u ltip le  

s tu d e n t  in te rv ie w s  fe a tu re d  a  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  “W h a t  a re  y o u ? ” q u e s tio n  a n d /o r  th e  d isc o m fo r t 

f e lt  u p o n  e n c o u n te r in g  th e  d ire c tiv e  to  “ c h e c k  o n e  b o x ” (p. 533).

K e llo g g  a n d  L id d e l l ’s (2 0 1 2 )  th ird  c a te g o ry  o f  c ritic a l in c id e n ts  in v o k e d  s tu d e n ts ’ 

e x p e rie n c e s  o f  b e in g  fo rc e d  to  d e fe n d  th e i r  le g itim a c y . T h e s e  in c id e n ts  to o k  tw o  fo rm s . T h e  f irs t  

w a s  a  q u e s tio n in g  o f  a c a d e m ic  le g itim a c y , w h e re b y  p e e rs  w o u ld  q u e s tio n  w h e th e r  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n ts  b e n e f i te d  f ro m  a ff irm a tiv e  ac tio n . T h is  e x p e rie n c e  w a s  o f te n  fo llo w e d  b y  m u ltira c ia l
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s tu d e n ts  w re s tl in g  w ith  th e ir  o w n  se n se  o f  m e r i t  a n d  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t (p . 5 3 4 ). T h e  se c o n d  

fo rm  in v o lv e d  a  c h a lle n g in g  o f  rac ia l le g itim a c y :

M a n y  p a r t ic ip a n ts  d e s c r ib e d  in c id e n ts  w h e n  th e y  w e re  c h a lle n g e d  b y  th e i r  p e e rs —  

ty p ic a lly  p e e rs  o f  c o lo r— fo r  n o t  b e in g  A s ia n , B la c k , L a tin o , o r  N a t iv e  A m e ric a n  en o u g h . 

S tu d e n ts  w e re  c h a lle n g e d  w h e n  th e y  d id  n o t  f i t  p e e r s ’ im p lic i t  d e f in itio n s  o f  w h a t it  

m e a n t to  b e  a  ‘rea l m in o r ity  (K e llo g g  &  L id d e ll , 2 0 1 2 , p. 534 ).

T h e  f in a l c a te g o ry  o f  c ritic a l in c id e n ts  r e c o u n te d  b y  K e l lo g g  a n d  L id d e ll  (2 0 1 2 )  in v o lv e d  

in s ta n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a ff irm in g  th e ir  id e n tity . S u c h  in c id e n ts  m o s t  c o m m o n ly  

in v o lv e d  m e e tin g  o th e r  m u ltira c ia l  p e e rs  o r  f in d in g  sp a c e s  o f  b e lo n g in g  w ith in  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n t  o rg a n iz a tio n s  f re q u e n tly  h e ra ld e d  in  th e  e a r l ie r  l i te ra tu re  (K in g , 2 0 0 8 ; L ite r te , 2 0 1 0 ; 

O z a k i &  Jo h n s to n , 2 0 0 8 ; W o n g  &  B u c k n e r , 2 0 0 8 ) . A lth o u g h  p re s e n te d  th ro u g h  a  c ritic a l 

p a ra d ig m , K e l lo g g  a n d  L id d e l l ’s (2 0 1 2 )  w o rk  u ltim a te ly  sh a re d  a  c ru c ia l s im ila r ity  w ith  R e n n ’s 

(2 0 0 3 ), s p e c if ic a lly  lo c a tin g  c o lle g e  as  a  c o n te x t  in  w h ic h  id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t o c c u rs  in  a 

u n iq u e  fa sh io n . T h e ir  re s e a rc h  d e m o n s tra te d  th a t  “ a c ro ss  a ll c a te g o rie s , p a r t ic ip a n ts  sh a re d  h o w  

th e ir  c o n c e p tio n s  o f  ra c e  a n d  id e n tity  h a d  e v o lv e d  in  c o lle g e  as a  r e s u lt  o f  th e s e  c ritic a l 

in c id e n ts ” (p . 537 ). A s  w ith  m o s t  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  s tu d ie s , K e llo g g  a n d  L id d e l l ’s (2 0 1 2 )  re s e a rc h  

w a s  l im ite d  b y  a  sm a ll sa m p le  size , a  sp e c if ic  g e o g ra p h ic  re g io n , a n d  an  o v e rre p re s e n ta t io n  o f  

fe m a le  s tu d en ts .

O n  th e  h e e ls  o f  L i te r te ’s (2 0 1 0 )  a n d  K e l lo g g  a n d  L id d e l l ’s (2 0 1 2 )  w o rk  c a m e  th a t  o f  

N a n a  O se i-K o fi (2 0 1 2 ). In  a  sh if t  f ro m  th e  w o rk s  e x a m in e d  th u s  far, O se i-K o fi (2 0 1 2 )  c o n d u c te d  

d isc o u rs e  a n a ly s is  in  an  e ffo r t  “ to  c re a te  sp a c e  fo r  a  b ro a d e r  c ritic a l c o n v e rs a tio n  a b o u t 

m u lt ira c ia liz a t io n  a n d  e d u c a tio n ,” ta k in g  as h e r  fo c a l p o in t  “ m u ltira c ia l  d isc o u rse  in  s tu d e n t 

a ffa irs  e d u c a tio n ” (p. 2 4 6 ). B y  e x a m in in g  s tu d e n t  a ffa irs  l i te ra tu re  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  an d
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m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t s e rv ic e s , sh e  “ a im [e d ]  to  d e m o n s tra te  th a t  d o m in a n t d isc o u rs e  on  

m u lt ira c ia li ty  in  e d u c a tio n  re if ie s  ‘r a c e ,’ r e in fo rc e s  ra c ia l c a te g o riz a tio n , a n d  g e n e ra lly  ig n o re s  

s tru c tu ra l re a l i t ie s ” (O se i-K o f i, 2 0 1 2 , p. 2 4 7 ). T o  d o  so , O se i-K o fi (2 0 1 2 )  c r it iq u e d  th re e  p r im a ry  

a s su m p tio n s  o f te n  p re s e n t  w ith in  s c h o la rsh ip  o n  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te s . T h e  f ir s t  a s su m p tio n  

u n d e r  sc ru tin y  c la im s  “ th a t  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p o p u la t io n  is  ra p id ly  g ro w in g , c re a tin g  an  

u rg e n t  n e e d  fo r  e d u c a to rs  a n d  a d m in is tra to rs  to  re s p o n d  a p p ro p r ia te ly ” (p. 2 4 9 ). S eco n d , she  

tro u b le s  th e  “ p re m ise  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  re p re s e n t  a  d is t in c t  g ro u p  o f  in d iv id u a ls  w ith  

u n iq u e  rac ia l e x p e rie n c e s , th e re fo re  m a k in g  it  c ru c ia l  th a t  e d u c a to rs  b e c o m e  a w a re  o f  th e s e  

d if fe re n c e s  to  b e tte r  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  o f  s tu d e n ts ” (p . 2 4 9 ). F in a lly , O se i-K o fi (2 0 1 2 )  in te r ro g a te s  

th e  id e a  th a t  “m u lt ira c ia li ty  is  b e s t  u n d e rs to o d  th ro u g h  a  fo c u s  o n  th e  in d iv id u a l, u n d e rs c o r in g  

h o w  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  u n d e rs ta n d  th e ir  o w n  id e n tit ie s , as  w e ll as h o w  th e y  a re  u n d e rs to o d  b y  

o th e rs ” (p. 2 5 0 ).

O v e r  th e  c o u rse  o f  h e r  a n a ly s is , O se i-K o fi (2 0 1 2 )  c a re fu lly  e x a m in e d  m u c h  o f  th e  

sc h o la rsh ip  re v ie w e d  ab o v e , su c h  as R e n n  (2 0 0 4 ), W o n g  a n d  B u c k n e r  (2 0 0 8 ), a n d  L ite r te  

(2 0 1 0 ). H e r  a rg u m e n t, in  e s se n c e , w a s  th a t  “ th e  e m p h a s is  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  as a  g ro u p  in  

th e  n a m e  o f  c re a tin g  a w a re n e s s  a n d  n e w  k n o w le d g e  is  w h a t  in  m a n y  w a y s  h a s  b ro u g h t  th e  g ro u p  

in to  b e in g , a n d  in  so  d o in g , h a s  re if ie d  th e  g ro u p ” (p. 2 5 1 ). In te re s tin g ly , w h ile  O s e i-K o f i’s 

(2 0 1 2 )  d isc o u rse  a n a ly s is  d id  c h a lle n g e  so m e  o f  th e  a s su m p tio n s  fo u n d  in  th e  e x is tin g  lite ra tu re , 

i t  a lso  r e p ro d u c e d  c e r ta in  c o n c e rn s  th a t  i t  p u rp o r te d  to  d isp la c e . F o r  in s ta n c e , h e r  w o rk  

e v e n tu a lly  p o se d  a  q u e s tio n  th a t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  o u t o f  p la c e  in  K e llo g g  a n d  L id d e l l ’s (2 0 1 2 )  s tu d y , 

as sh e  a sk e d  “w h o  b e lo n g s  in  th is  [m u ltira c ia l]  g ro u p ? ” (p. 2 5 2 ). M o re o v e r , h e r  a s se r tio n  th a t  

o n g o in g  sc h o la r ly  “ d e v e lo p m e n ts  a n d  e x p lo ra tio n s  c o n tin u e  to  b e  p ro b le m a tic  b e c a u s e  th e y  

e s se n tia l iz e  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity  b y  b e in g  f irm ly  s itu a te d  w ith in  a n d  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  lo g ic  o f  rac ia l
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c a te g o r iz a tio n ” (p. 2 5 2 )  c o u ld  b e  seen  as a  lo g ic a l o u tg ro w th  o f  L i te r te ’s (2 0 1 0 )  w o rk  

p ro b le m a tiz in g  ra c ia l c a te g o rie s  as d isc re te  a n d  re if ie d . A n d , n o ta b ly , h e r  m e th o d o lo g y  in  

e n g a g in g  in  d isc o u rs e  a n a ly s is  w a s  n e c e s s a r i ly  d iv o rc e d  f ro m  sp e c if ic ity  o f  p la c e  a n d  in s te a d  

s itu a te d  i t s e l f  in  th e  b ro a d e r , m o re  a m o rp h o u s  c o n te x t  o f  th e  sc h o la rsh ip  o f  th e  m o m e n t. O se i-  

K o f i ’s (2 0 1 2 )  u l t im a te  c o n c lu s io n , th a t  “ to  fo c u s  o n  m u lt ira c ia li ty  as id e n tity , a n d  to  p la c e  th is  a t 

th e  c e n te r  o f  s c h o la rsh ip  o n  m u ltira c ia li ty , n o  m a tte r  h o w  p ro g re s s iv e  th e  in te n tio n , is  to  

p a r t ic ip a te  in  a  re s h u f f l in g  o f  A m e r ic a ’s ra c ia l h ie ra rc h y , r a th e r  th a n  to  c h a lle n g e  i t” (p . 2 5 3 )  w ill 

la te r  p ro v e  c ru c ia l to  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  c ritic a l th e o ry  p e rs p e c tiv e s  (C h a n g , 2 0 1 6 ; H a rris , 2 0 1 6 )  

to  b e  a d d re s s e d  la te r  in  th is  c h ap te r.

In  c o n tra s t, M a c D o n a ld ’s (2 0 1 4 )  w o rk  re tu rn e d  to  th e  n a rra tiv e  re s e a rc h  m o d e l u s e d  b y  

e a r l ie r  re s e a rc h e rs  l ik e  K in g  (2 0 0 8 ). D ra w in g  o n  th e  c ritic a l ra c e  th e o ry  te n e t  o f  s to ry te llin g , she  

u n d e r to o k  a  n a rra tiv e  in q u iry  s tu d y  in  c o m b in a tio n  w ith  a u to  e th n o g ra p h y , re s u ltin g  in  th e  

in c lu s io n  o f  h e r  o w n  v o ic e  as a n  a c tiv e  re s e a rc h e r  p a r tic ip a n t. M a c D o n a ld  (2 0 1 4 )  u s e d  

c o n v e n ie n c e  sa m p lin g  to  re c ru it  th re e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  w h o  id e n tif ie d  a s  m u ltira c ia l  a n d  w e re  c u rre n t 

o r  re c e n t  s tu d e n ts  a t a  m e d iu m -s iz e d  u n iv e rs ity  in  th e  M id w e s t. H e r  c e n tra l c o n c e rn  w a s  th e ir  

e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  a d v is in g  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a  p re d o m in a n tly  W h ite  in s ti tu tio n . P e rh a p s  

c o n s tra in e d  b y  th is  e x tre m e ly  sm all sa m p le  size , m a n y  o f  h e r  f in d in g s  s im p ly  e c h o e d  w h a t  th e  

p re c e d in g  lite ra tu re  h a d  e s ta b lish e d . Is s u e s  su ch  a s  th e  im p o s itio n  o f  id e n tity  f ro m  w ith o u t  ra th e r  

th a n  w ith in , th e  n o tio n  o f  ra c ia l c a te g o rie s  a s  d isc re te  a n d  m o n o lith ic , a n d  c h a lle n g e s  to  

in d iv id u a ls ’ a c a d e m ic  a n d  so c ia l w o r th in e s s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d re s s e d  e ls e w h e re  in  th is  re v ie w  (b y  

K in g , 2 0 0 8 ; L ite r te , 2 0 1 0 ; a n d  K e llo g g  &  L id d e ll , 2 0 1 2 ; re sp e c tiv e ly ) . H o w e v e r , h e r  e m p h a s is  

o n  c o u n te rs to ry te l l in g  a n d  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  sh e  p re s e n ts  s tu d e n t n a rra tiv e s  le n t  a  u n iq u e n e s s  

to  h e r  w o rk .
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M a c D o n a ld  (2 0 1 4 )  c o lle c te d  w r itte n  n a rra tiv e s  f ro m  e a c h  p a r tic ip a n t, a n d  th e n  p re se n te d  

e a c h  n a rra tiv e  in  fu ll. In  d o in g  so , sh e  d e liv e re d  sn a p sh o ts  o f  th re e  d is t in c t  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  

n a v ig a te d  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  as m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  in  d iv e rse  w a y s . S h e  c o d e d  e a c h  n a rra tiv e  b y  

“v o ic e ,” o f fe r in g  to  th e  read e r: “ T h e  V o ic e  o f  A p o ld e , th e  P a s s if is t ;” “ T h e  V o ic e  o f  G ra n g e , th e  

S e lf -A d v o c a te ;” a n d  “ T h e  V o ic e  o f  B e r la tt, th e  O p tim is t” (p . 10). F in a lly , sh e  in c lu d e d  h e r  o w n  

n a rra tiv e , w r it te n  u p o n  re c e ip t  o f  h e r  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ n a rra tiv e s  a n d  n a m e d  as “ T h e  V o ic e  o f  th e  

R e s e a rc h e r , th e  T ra n s la to r” (p . 12). M a c d o n a ld ’s (2 0 1 4 )  m e th o d  o f  p re s e n ta t io n  is  u n iq u e  a m o n g  

th e  w o rk  re v ie w e d  in  th is  c h a p te r. B y  p re s e n tin g  s tu d e n t n a rra tiv e s  in  fu ll a n d  w ith o u t  c o m m e n t, 

sh e  sh o w c a s e d  in d iv id u a l, d iv e rg e n t  s tu d e n t v o ic e s  a n d  o ffe re d  a  c o u n te rp o in t  to  O s e i-K o f i’s 

(2 0 1 2 )  c o n c e rn  th a t  sc h o la r ly  e ffo r ts  to  c a p tu re  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t 

e s se n tia l iz e s  th e m  as a  m o n o li th ic  g ro u p .

T h e  n e x t  tw o  p ie c e s  o f  l ite ra tu re  f ro m  th is  p e r io d  w ill b e  e x a m in e d  in  p a ra lle l, a s  th e  

sa m e  re s e a rc h e r  d ire c te d  b o th  p ro je c ts . In  a  sh o rt  p ie c e , M u se u s , Y e e , a n d  L a m b e  (2 0 1 1 )  

c r it ic iz e d  th e  n o tio n  o f  th e  c o lo rb lin d  c a m p u s  a n d  th e  im p a c t  o f  c o lo rb lin d  id e o lo g ie s  on  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t d e v e lo p m e n t. T o  m a k e  th e ir  c r i t iq u e , M u s e u s  e t al. (2 0 1 1 )  in te rv ie w e d  fo u r  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  o f  d if fe re n t  b a c k g ro u n d s  a tte n d in g  c o lle g e  in  th e  n o r th e a s t  U S . A ll fo u r  

d e s c r ib e d  p re d o m in a te ly  W h ite  c a m p u s  e n v iro n m e n ts  in  w h ic h  c o lo rb lin d n e s s  w a s  th e  p r im a ry  

a p p ro a c h  to  th e  to p ic  o f  race . In  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th e s e  s tu d e n ts , n o t  o n ly  d id  ra c ia l d ia lo g u e s  

o c c u r  in f re q u e n tly  o n  th e i r  c a m p u se s , w h e n  d ia lo g u e s  d id  o c c u r  “ m o n o ra c ia l  is su e s  te n d [e d ]  to  

d o m in a te  th e  d isc o u rs e  a n d  m u ltira c ia l  is s u e s  [w e re ] la rg e ly  ig n o re d ” (M u se u s  e t a l., p. 2 2 ). 

G iv e n  th a t  K e l lo g g  a n d  L id d e ll  (2 0 1 2 )  a n d  K in g  (2 0 0 8 )  fo u n d  th a t  in v is ib il i ty  o f  m u ltira c ia l  

id e n tit ie s  w a s  a  p ro b le m  o n  c o lle g e  c a m p u se s , i t  lo g ic a lly  fo llo w s  th a t  w h e n  ra c e  is  ra re ly  seen  

o r  a d d re sse d , m u ltira c ia l  id e n tit ie s  w o u ld  b e  a tte n d e d  to  las t. T h e  s u g g e s tio n s  m a d e  b y  M u s e u s  e t
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al. (2011) for combatting this problem fall in line with the recommendations of other researchers 

in the field (Kellogg & Liddell, 2012; King, 2008; Literte, 2010; Ozaki & Johnston, 2008; Renn, 

2003; Wong & Buckner, 2008). The research team called for cultivating a campus culture that 

embraces and normalizes racial dialogues, including multiracial issues in programming and 

supporting multiracial student spaces, and encouraging curricular and co-curricular diversity 

programming.

Despite its brevity and small scale, Museus et al.’s (2011) study provided an entry point 

into a more comprehensive research project also directed by Museus, the research team in the 

second case consisting of Museus, Lambe, and Ryan (2015). Noting that the literature on 

multiracial students had been largely confined to the subjects of student identity formation and 

development, Museus et al. (2015) focused on multiracial students’ experiences with 

discrimination and the coping strategies they developed in response. For this study, the team 

used purposeful sampling to ensure sample intensity and variation, and then conducted 

interviews with 22 multiracial college students attending seven different east coast colleges. 

Through open coding, then axial coding of the participants’ responses, Museus et al. (2015) 

identified common types of prejudice encountered by multiracial students specifically. These 

prejudicial encounters included:

Instances of racial essentialization, the invalidation of their racial identities, the external 

imposition of racial identities, the marginalization from racial groups to which they 

belonged, challenges to their authenticity as members of their racial group, exoticization, 

and the pathologizing of their multiracial identities (p. 333).

Thereafter, Museus et al. (2015) employed three categories of coping 

responses- problem-focused, emotion-focused, and avoidant- to understand how multiracial
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s tu d e n ts  n a v ig a te  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  d is c r im in a tio n  (p . 3 3 5 ). F o u r  th e m e s  e m e rg e d  f ro m  th e ir  

in te rv ie w s . T h e  f ir s t  th e m e , educating others, a l lo w e d  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  to  e m p lo y  a  p ro b le m - 

fo c u s e d  c o p in g  s tra te g y  w h e n  fa c e d  w ith  p re ju d ic e . T h is  s tra te g y  o f te n  o p e ra te d  as an  e ffe c tiv e  

r e s p o n s e  to  th e  “W h a t  a re  y o u ? ” q u e s tio n  p re v io u s ly  e x a m in e d  b y  K e llo g g  a n d  L id d e ll  (2 0 1 2 )  

a n d  K in g  (2 0 0 8 )  (M u se u s  e t a l., 2 0 1 5 , p. 3 3 9 ). T h e  se c o n d  th e m e , utilizing support networks, 

w a s  c a te g o riz e d  p r im a rily  as  an  e m o tio n - fo c u s e d  c o p in g  re s p o n s e  a n d  sp o k e  to  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  

in te rp e rso n a l c o n n e c tio n s  a n d  sp a c e s  o f  b e lo n g in g  a d d re s s e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  e a r l ie r  l i te ra tu re  

(K e llo g g  &  L id d e ll , 2 0 1 2 ; K in g , 2 0 0 8 ; L ite r te , 2 0 1 0 ; M u s e u s  e t  a l., 2 0 1 1 ; O z a k i &  Jo h n s to n , 

2 0 0 8 ; R e n n , 2 0 0 3 ; W o n g  &  B u c k n e r , 2 0 0 8 ). T h e  th ird  th e m e , embracing fluidity, w a s  a lso  

v ie w e d  as an  e m o tio n - fo c u s e d  c o p in g  re s p o n s e  a n d  h a rk e n e d  b a c k  to  th e  n o n lin e a r , b o u n d a ry -  

s p a n n in g  m o d e ls  o f  C h a u d h a r i  a n d  P iz z o la to  (2 0 0 8 )  an d  R e n n  (2 0 0 3 ). A c c o rd in g  to  M u s e u s  an d  

h is  c o lle a g u e s  (2 0 1 5 ), th is  th e m e  “ c o n s is te d  o f  tw o  e le m en ts : (a )  re je c t in g  a sc r ib e d  id e n tit ie s  an d  

a s se r tin g  a  r ig h t  to  id e n tify  w ith  w h ic h e v e r  ra c ia l g ro u p s  th e y  c h o o se  a n d  (b )  a c tiv e ly  e n g a g in g  

in  f in d in g  c o m m o n  g ro u n d  w ith  m u lt ip le  g ro u p s  to  so lid ify  th e ir  m e m b e rs h ip  w ith in  th e m  (p. 

3 4 1 ). T h e  fo u rth  a n d  f in a l th e m e , avoiding confrontation, ty p if ie d  an  a v o id a n t  c o p in g  re sp o n se  

a n d  m a n ife s te d  in  b o th  p h y s ic a l a n d  c o g n itiv e  a v o id a n c e . A lth o u g h  lim ite d  b y  s e le c tio n  b ia s , an  

o v e rre p re s e n ta t io n  o f  w o m e n , sp e c if ic  g e o g ra p h ic  c o n te x t, a n d  th e  in a b ili ty  to  d isa g g re g a te  d a ta  

f ro m  a m o n g  m u ltira c ia l  su b g ro u p s , M u s e u s  e t a l . ’s (2 0 1 5 )  s tu d y  b u i l t  c o n c re te ly  o n  th e  w o rk  th a t  

p re c e d e d  it. T h e  re s e a rc h  te a m ’s c lo s in g  a s se r tio n , p u t  fo r th  to  “u n d e rs c o re  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  

c o lle g e  fa c u lty  a n d  s ta f f  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  b e n e f i ts  o f  d e v e lo p in g  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te s ’ 

s itu a tio n a l id e n tit ie s  a n d  th e ir  a b ilit ie s  to  re je c t  ra c ia l b o u n d a r ie s  a n d  e m b ra c e  ra c ia l f lu id ity ” (p. 

3 4 5 ), c a n  b e  re a d  as  a  ca ll to  a c tio n  fo r  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  p ro fe s s io n a ls  th a t  c o u ld  f it  w i th in  th e  

c o n te x t  o f  an y  o f  th e  p a p e rs  re v ie w e d  ab o v e .
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Chang (2016) also grounded her work in the professional context of higher education. 

Blending discourse analysis and narrative inquiry, Chang (2016) used “a Racial Queer 

framework to explore the ways in which 25 Multiracial undergraduate narratives question how 

Multiracial identification disrupts and reinforces our discourses on race and education” (p. 713). 

Her work had previously defined the theory of Racial Queerness as “the deviation from 

monoracial categorization, with or without a conscious intent of challenging normative racial 

constructions,” succinctly put as “queering the monoracial norm” (Chang-Ross as cited in 

Chang, 2016, p. 713). Seeking to answer the question, “how do Multiracially-identified college 

students come to understand and experience their racialized identities within a predominantly 

white institution?” (p. 715), Chang (2016) used snowball sampling to gather participants for 

semi-structured individual interviews followed by focus groups. Using an ethnographic approach 

“that spoke to ‘how we know what we know’” (p. 716), Chang (2016) identified four primary 

themes that characterized participants’ responses.

First, Chang (2016) deployed the language of education to explore what she termed 

racial rubrics, in which individuals are positioned “in distinct, often separate boxes in the 

continuum of racial authenticity” (p. 718). Like Renn (2004), Chaudhari and Pizzolato (2008), 

and Museus et al. (2015), Chang (2016) prioritized fluidity over absolutism, noting that “racial 

rubrics are not absolute -  they can take on different forms and meanings depending on the person 

who utilizes [them] to place others” (p. 718). Chang (2016) then argued that the experiences and 

narratives of multiracial students led to the disruption o f monoracial rubrics. In Chang’s (2016) 

view, “the students in this study emphasized their awareness and use of multiple sets of racial 

rubrics which they were scrutinized under, dependent upon how they were racially perceived” (p. 

719). This awareness allowed them to enact unique forms of “racial versatility” and agentically
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in h a b it  “ a  b o rd e r  sp ace , an  a m o rp h o u s  sp a c e ” (C h a n g , 2 0 1 6 , p. 7 2 0 ). T h e  th ird  th e m e  sh e  

id e n tif ie d  w a s  multiracial entitlement and the reinforcement o f racial production, o r  “ a  p e r s o n ’s 

b e l ie f  th a t  h e  o r  sh e  w a s  e n title d  to  c la im  M u ltira c ia l  id e n tity  as a  r e s u lt  o f  o n e ’s d is t in c t  d a ily  

l iv e d  e x p e rie n c e s , b o th  p o s it iv e  a n d  n e g a tiv e , r a th e r  th a n  so le ly  b a s e d  o n  o n e ’s l in e a g e ” (C h a n g , 

2 0 1 6 , p. 7 2 4 ). F in a lly , C h a n g  (2 0 1 6 )  e x a m in e d  multiracial identity in education discourse, 

e x p lo r in g  w h e th e r  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tit ie s  w e re  r e p re s e n te d  in  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  e d u c a tio n , i ts  h id d e n  

c u rr ic u lu m , a n d  its  in s ti tu tio n a l p ra c tic e s . L ik e  m a n y  o f  th e  s tu d ie s  p re c e d in g  it, C h a n g ’s (2 0 1 6 )  

w o rk  w a s  l im ite d  in  s p e c if ic ity  o f  p la c e  a n d  c o n te x t  a n d  sa m p le  s ize . B u t, ju s t  a s  M u s e u s  e t al. 

(2 0 1 5 )  d id , C h a n g  (2 0 1 6 )  c o n c lu d e d  h e r  w o rk  w ith  an  e n tre a ty  to  o th e r  e d u c a to rs , w r i t in g  th a t  

“ s im p ly , w h a t  th is  s tu d y  illu s tra te s  a re  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  M u ltira c ia l i ty  p re s e n ts  a  c o m p le x  

n o tio n  w h ic h  c a n  t ra n s la te  in to  a  m o d if ic a tio n  o f  e d u c a tio n a l p ra c tic e s ” (p. 726 ).

Theoretical Frameworks

T o  c lo se  th is  re v ie w , I  w ill  p ro v id e  a  b r ie f  o v e rv ie w  o f  th e  th e o re tic a l  f ra m e w o rk s  th a t  

in fo rm  m y  re se a rc h . I  w ill  b e  u s in g  a  d u a l a p p ro a c h  to  th e o ry  a p p lic a t io n  in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  

m u ltip lic ito u s , b o u n d a ry -s p a n n in g  n a tu re  o f  m u ltira c ia l  in q u iry  a n d  d isc o u rse . F o r  m y  o v e rly in g  

e p is te m ic  s tan ce , I  w ill  ca ll u p o n  fe m in is t  s ta n d p o in t th e o ry , e sp e c ia l ly  as e m p lo y e d  f ro m  a  p o s t ­

s tru c tu ra lis t  p e rsp e c tiv e . S ta n d p o in t th e o ry  d e v e lo p e d  as f e m in is t  s c h o la rs  in  th e  19 7 0 s, 80s, an d  

9 0 s  b e g a n  to  id e n tify  “ in  p o s tm o d e rn is m  a n d  p o s tru c tu ra lis m  c o n c e p ts  a n d  la n g u a g e  to  c h a lle n g e  

th e  id e a  o f  a  u n iv e rsa l r a tio n a l k n o w in g  s u b je c t th a t  e x is ts  o u ts id e  o f  so c ia l a n d  p o lit ic a l  c o n te x t, 

d is c u rs iv e  re g im e s  o f  p o w e r, an d  w ith o u t  g e n d e re d , rac e d , a n d  c la s s e d  id e n tity ” (G o tte sm a n , 

2 0 1 6 , p. 97 ). S ta n d p o in t th e o ry  re p re s e n ts  a  m o v e  to w a rd s  s itu a te d  k n o w le d g e ; in  sh o rt, to w a rd s  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  a n d  v a lu in g  “ th e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  m a d e  b y  t ra n s fo rm a tiv e  c r it ic ism  g ro u n d e d  in  

id e n tity -sp e c if ic  fo rm s  o f  e x p e rie n c e , a n g le s  o f  v is io n , a n d  ‘s ta n d p o in ts ” (W y lie , 2 0 1 2 , p. 6 1 ).
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S ta n d p o in t th e o ry  h a s  a  r ic h  a n d  so m e tim e s  c o n te n tio u s  h is to ry , so  I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  c la r ify  

th e  a sp e c ts  o f  s ta n d p o in t th e o ry  I  w ill  b e  in c o rp o ra tin g  in to  m y  e p is te m o lo g ic a l f ra m e w o rk .

F irs t , I  a d h e re  to  H a r d in g ’s (1 9 9 5 )  a s se r tio n  th a t  “w h a t  w e  d o  in  o u r  so c ia l re la tio n s  b o th  

e n a b le s  a n d  lim its  ( it  d o e s  n o t  d e te rm in e )  w h a t w e  c a n  k n o w ” (p. 3 4 1 ). In  H a rd in g ’s (1 9 9 5 )  

c o n c e p tu a liz a t io n  o f  s ta n d p o in t  th e o ry , “ all h u m a n  th o u g h t  n e c e s s a r i ly  c a n  b e  o n ly  p a rtia l;  i t  is  

a lw a y s  l im ite d  b y  th e  fa c t  o f  h a v in g  o n ly  a  p a r t ic u la r  h is to r ic a l lo c a tio n  - o f  n o t  b e in g  a b le  to  b e  

e v e ry w h e re  a n d  see  e v e ry th in g , a n d  o f  b e in g  ‘c o n ta in e d ’ b y  c u ltu ra l a s su m p tio n s ” (p. 34 1 ). A n d  

re c o g n iz in g  th a t  k n o w le d g e  is  p a rtia l  a n d  in fo rm e d  b y  o u r  p o s it io n a lity  c o m p e ls  u s  as 

re s e a rc h e rs  to  c o n s id e r  w h o s e  l iv e s  a re  m a rg in a liz e d  a n d  “ to  s ta r t o f f  f ro m  su c h  lo c a tio n s  (n o t  to  

ta k e  as  tru th  w h a t  p e o p le  in  th o se  lo c a tio n s  th in k  o r  sa y )  in  o rd e r  to  e x p la in  n o t  o n ly  th o se  liv e s  

b u t  a lso  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  m ic ro  an d  m a c ro  so c ia l o rd e r” (p. 3 4 1 ). M o re o v e r , s ta n d p o in t  th e o ry  

d isp e n se s  w ith  c la im s  to  e s se n tia l is t  o r  a b so lu te  tru th s  a n d  e m p ir ic a l o b je c tiv ity , in s te a d  

p r io r it iz in g  an  a p p ro a c h  to  re s e a rc h  th a t  “b r in g [s ]  e x p e rie n c e , h is to ry , a n d  v a lu e s  to  th e  s itu a te d  

(a n d  a lw a y s  n o rm a tiv e )  p ro c e s s  o f  k n o w le d g e ” (G o tte sm a n , 2 0 1 6 , p. 108).

A c c o rd in g  to  W y lie  (2 0 1 2 ), e a c h  in d iv id u a l u se  o f  s ta n d p o in t th e o ry , u n iq u e  as i t  m a y  b e , 

ty p ic a lly  o p e ra te s  a c c o rd in g  to  th re e  so c ia l-e p is to m o lo g ic a l  th e se s . T h e  f irs t, “ a  g e n e r ic  s itu a te d  

k n o w le d g e  th e s is ” h o ld s  th a t  “ th e re  is  n o  ‘v ie w  f ro m  n o w h e re ’; c o n tin g e n t  h is to r ie s , so c ia l 

c o n te x t  a n d  re la tio n s , in e v ita b ly  a ffe c t  w h a t  e p is te m ic  a g e n ts  k n o w ” (p. 6 1 ). T h e  se co n d , “ a 

s y s te m a tic  s itu a te d  k n o w le d g e  th e s is ,” c o n te n d s  th a t  s ta n d p o in t th e o r is ts  se ek  “ to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  

im p a c t, o n  w h a t  w e  k n o w  a n d  h o w  w e  k n o w , o f  o u r  lo c a tio n  in  h ie ra rc h ic a l sy s te m s  o f  p o w e r  

r e l a t i o n s ^  th a t, in  tu rn , sh a p e  o u r  id e n tit ie s  a n d  o u r  e p is te m ic  c a p a c itie s ” (p . 62). T h e  th ird , an d  

th e  m o s t  c o n te s te d , is  “ a  th e s is  o f  e p is te m ic  a d v a n ta g e .” T h is  th e s is  p o s its  th a t  th e re  m a y  e x is t 

c e rta in  “ k in d s  o f  e p is te m ic  a d v a n ta g e  th a t  m a y  a c c ru e  to  th o se  w h o  a re  s o c ia lly  m a rg in a l” (p.
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62). W y lie  e x p la in s  th a t  th e  th re e  th e s e s  o p e ra te  to  m a k e  v a lu a b le  a n d  v is ib le  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  

“ e x p e rie n c e  c a n  p u t  th o s e  w h o  a re  so c ia lly  m a rg in a l in  a  p o s it io n  to  re c o g n iz e  w h a t  re m a in s  ta c i t  

f o r  m e m b e rs  o f  a  d o m in a n t c u ltu re , in  th e  p ro c e s s  c a ta ly z in g  c o u n te r -n a r ra t iv e s  a n d  c o u n te r ­

n o rm s ” (p. 6 3 ). E m p lo y in g  th e  la rg e r  c o n c e p tu a l f ra m e w o rk  o f  s ta n d p o in t th e o ry , th e n , w ill 

a llo w  m e  to  le a rn  f ro m  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e  s ta n d p o in ts  th a t  th e y  

o ccu p y .

I  w ill  a lso  b e  p u llin g  f ro m  th e  re a lm  o f  c ritic a l th e o ry , s p e c if ic a lly  th ro u g h  th e  le n s  o f  

H a r r is ’s (2 0 1 6 )  c ritic a l m u ltira c ia l  th e o ry , o r  M u ltiC r it . M u lt iC r it  a ro se  th ro u g h  H a r r is ’ 2 0 1 4  

re s e a rc h  e n d e a v o rs , w h ic h  in v o lv e d  30  q u a li ta t iv e  in te rv ie w s  w ith  10 fe m a le  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  a t a 

M id w e s te rn  u n iv e rs ity . In  a tte m p tin g  to  a p p ly  th e  tra d itio n a l  te n e ts  o f  C r itic a l  R a c e  T h e o ry  

(C R T ) to  h e r  s tu d y , H a r r is  (2 0 1 6 )  fo u n d  th a t  “w h ile  C R T  p ro v id e s  a  fo u n d a tio n  to  e x p lo re  th e  

ra c ia l iz e d  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts , th e  th e o ry  m u s t  sh if t  a n d  e x p a n d  to w a rd  a  c ritic a l 

m u ltira c ia l  th e o ry  (M u lt iC ri t)  th a t  m o re  a d e q u a te ly  a c c o u n ts  fo r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts ’ ra c ia liz e d  

e x p e r ie n c e s ” (p. 7 9 5 ). H a r r is  (2 0 1 6 )  fo u n d  th is  sh if t  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  se v e ra l re a so n s . H is to r ic a lly , 

C R T  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  to  a d d re s s  c iv il r ig h ts  n e e d s  o f  B la c k  A m e ric a n s . A s  a  re su lt, C R T  is  n o t 

n e c e s s a r i ly  d e s ig n e d  “ to  a c c o u n t fo r  th e  ra c ia l re a l i t ie s  o f  s tu d e n ts  w h o  d o  n o t  id e n tify  as b la c k ” 

(H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 7 9 6 ). A n d  w h ile  o f fsh o o ts  o f  C R T  h a v e  e m e rg e d  in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  in  re s e a rc h  on  

o th e r  m in o r it iz e d  p o p u la t io n s  (su c h  as L a tC r it , T r ib a lC r it , a n d  A s ia n C rit) , “ th is  fo c u s  o n  

m o n o ra c ia l  p o p u la t io n s  m a y  u n w ittin g ly  re in fo rc e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m s  o f  r a c e ” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , 

p. 79 6 ).

H a rr is  (2 0 1 6 )  to o k  as h e r  s ta r tin g  p o in t  fo u r  c e n tra l  C R T  te n e ts  a n d  a d a p te d  th e m  in  

a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  h e r  re s e a rc h  o n  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te s . T h e  f ir s t  te n e t, challenges to
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ahistoricism, arises from the CRT belief that race and racism must be placed in their historical 

context. According to Harris (2016):

There are several aspects that should be historically analyzed to further contextualize 

multiraciality in higher education, including the creation and abolition of anti­

miscegenation laws, slavery, immigration, affirmative action, the rule of hypodescent, 

and the addition of the ‘check all that apply’ option on the US Census and college 

admission forms (p. 799).

The second, interest convergence, attends to the notion that gains in racial equity are advanced 

only when it benefits dominant groups, such as when multiracial students “are positioned as 

objects to market diversity” (Harris, 2016, p. 800). The third, experiential knowledge, centers the 

voice of multiracial students and leads directly into the fourth tenet, challenges to dominant 

ideologies (Harris, 2016). Showcasing the lived experiences of multiracial individuals not only 

challenges ideologies of white supremacy, but also of race as singular or fixed (Harris, 2016).

Harris (2016) then proposed four additional tenets, also stemming from her prior 

research. The first, racism as endemic, challenges the narrative that “multiracial Americans do 

not experience their race and do not encounter racism” (Harris, 2016, p. 803). Instead, this tenet 

“accounts for multiracial students’ encounters with racism, as well as monoracism and colorism” 

(Harris, 2016, p. 800). Monoracism was defined by Johnston and Nadal as “a social system of 

psychological inequality where individuals who do not fit monoracial categories may be 

oppressed on systemic and interpersonal levels because of underlying assumptions and beliefs in 

singular, discrete racial categories” (as cited in Harris, 2016, p. 806). Monoracism may exist “on 

institutional, cultural, interpersonal, and internalized levels,” exemplified by actions such as 

“forcing multiracial people to choose one monoracial identity over others, policing the
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authenticity of multiracial people, objectification, and exclusion and isolation from monoracial 

groups, organizations, and resources” (Harris, 2016, p. 806). The second, structural determinism, 

attempts to move beyond a black/white binary by focusing “on the way that race is constructed in 

neat, fixed categories, disallowing for the recognition of a multiracial reality” (Harris, 2016, p. 

800). The third, differential racialization, recognizes that “multiracial students are racialized 

differently on a daily basis to serve the needs of the white institution” (Harris, 2016, p. 800). 

Here, Harris (2016) gives the example of multiracial students who may be claimed by the 

institution as people of color for reporting purposes, but otherwise treated as a “buffer class” of 

“honorary whites” (p. 807). Crenshaw’s (1989) concept of intersectionality is taken as 

MultiCrit’s final tenet, with the modification that in multiracial individuals multiple races may 

intersect in addition to race, gender, class, religion, ability, and other salient forms of identity 

(Harris, 2016).

It is important to note that Harris (2016) herself acknowledged that these eight tenets of 

MultiCrit are not exhaustive. Still,

MultiCrit inherently deconstructs monoracial understandings of race that are embedded 

in society and higher education. The inclusion of multiraciality into critical discourses 

allows for the introduction of a new language with which to talk about multiraciality in 

the academy, resulting in a breakdown of a socially constructed monoracial paradigm of 

race (Harris, 2016, p. 811).

Consequently, I intend to use the language of MultiCrit throughout my analysis, with standpoint 

theory providing a supplemental framework through which to understand the specifically 

multiracial vantage point of the participants.
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Summation and Future Directions

A  re v ie w  o f  th e  l ite ra tu re  d e m o n s tra te s  th a t  th e  l iv e d  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  c o lle g e  

s tu d e n ts  a re  c lo se ly  t ie d  to  c ru c ia l h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  is s u e s  su c h  as id e n tity  d e v e lo p m e n t an d  

in s ti tu tio n a l b e lo n g in g n e s s . B e c a u s e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n s  h a v e  o n ly  re c e n tly  a tta in e d  

v is ib i l i ty  o n  m o s t  c a m p u s e s , th e s e  u n iq u e  e x p e rie n c e s  a re  o n ly  b e g in n in g  to  b e  d o c u m e n te d  an d  

th e  c o n v e rs a tio n  a b o u t th e  n e e d s  a n d  in te re s ts  o f  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  h a s  j u s t  b e g u n . In  a  p a ra lle l 

f a s h io n , th e o r ie s  c e n te re d  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  th o s e  th a t  re c o g n iz e  th e  

im p lic a tio n s  o f  la rg e r  s tru c tu ra l im p e ra tiv e s  c o n tin u e  to  e m e rg e , as o ld e r  ty p o lo g ic a l  an d  

e c o lo g ic a l a p p ro a c h e s  h a v e  b e e n  jo in e d  b y  a p p ro a c h e s  a n c h o re d  in  c ritic a l p e d a g o g y  a n d  se lf ­

a u th o rsh ip  th e o r ie s . C o n tin u in g  to  e x p a n d  u p o n  e x is t in g  th e o r ie s  a n d  re s e a rc h  w ill  b e  e s se n tia l  as 

th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p o p u la t io n  g ro w s .

T h is  s tu d y  d is tin g u ish e s  i t s e l f  f ro m  p re v io u s  re s e a rc h  in  se v era l w a y s . F irs t, o n ly  th re e  o f  

th e  s tu d ie s  re v ie w e d  a b o v e  fo c u s e d  s p e c if ic a lly  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t n a rra tiv e s . F u r th e rm o re , 

o n ly  o n e  s tu d y  e x a m in e d  a  W e s t  C o a s t  c o n te x t, d e sp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t  C a lifo rn ia , O re g o n , an d  

W a sh in g to n  m a k e  u p  th re e  o u t o f  th e  s ix  s ta te s  w ith  th e  la rg e s t  n u m b e rs  o f  m u ltira c ia l  

A m e ric a n s  ( a n d  tw o  o th e rs , H a w a ii  a n d  N e v a d a  a re  d is tin c tly  W e s te rn  s ta te s )  (P e w  R e s e a rc h  

C e n te r , 2 0 1 5 ) . F in a lly , a lm o s t  e v e ry  s tu d y  w a s  lo c a te d  a t a  p re d o m in a n tly  W h ite  in s ti tu tio n . 

B e c a u s e  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  e x p e rie n c e  is  c o n te x t-b a s e d  a n d  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  f lu id ity , a 

n a rra tiv e  a p p ro a c h  lo c a te d  a t a  W e s t  C o a s t, H is p a n ic -S e rv in g  In s t i tu t io n  w ill  p ro v id e  a  n e w  se t 

o f  p a ra m e te rs  f ro m  w h ic h  to  e x p lo re  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts . F u r th e r , I  a n tic ip a te  

th a t  th is  s tu d y  w ill e x p a n d  u p o n  th e  e x is t in g  l ite ra tu re  a n d  c o n tr ib u te  to  a d v a n c in g  o u r  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  m u lt ira c ia li ty  in  so c ie ty  an d , m o re  sp e c if ic a lly , in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n .
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Chapter Three 

Methodology

In  C h a p te r  O n e  I m a d e  th e  c a se  fo r  fu r th e r  r e s e a rc h  o n  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  

u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  m o d e rn  A m e ric a n  u n iv e rs ity . B e c a u s e  m u lt ira c ia li ty  is  v a r ie d  an d  

a m b ig u o u s , th o ro u g h  c o n s id e ra t io n  is  n e e d e d  to  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  g ro w in g  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n t  p o p u la tio n . In  th e  f ir s t  c h a p te r , I  p u t  fo r th  m y  p r im a ry  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n : W h a t a re  th e  

e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  in  a  c o lle g e  se ttin g ?  In  C h a p te r  T w o  I 

e x p lo re d  lite ra tu re  se e k in g  to  a n s w e r  s im ila r  q u e s tio n s . A  re v ie w  o f  th e  l ite ra tu re  p ro d u c e d  th e  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t e x p e rie n c e  is  c o m p le x  a n d  f lu id , th a t  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t m a y  b e  n o n l in e a r  a n d  m a y  lie  o u ts id e  o f  d isc re te  ra c ia l c a te g o riz a tio n s , an d  

th a t  q u e s tio n s  o f  b e lo n g in g n e s s , fit, a n d  id e n tity  a re  c o m p lic a te d  b y  th e  “ m u lt i” a s p e c t  o f  

m u ltira c ia li ty .

C h a p te r  T h re e  d e ta ils  th e  m e th o d s  I  u s e d  in  a n s w e rin g  m y  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n . In  it, I 

d isc u s s  m y  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  s tra te g y , e x p la in  m y  re s e a rc h  d e s ig n , re v ie w  th e  th e o re tic a l 

f ra m e w o rk s  I  u t i l iz e d  to  m a k e  m e a n in g  o f  m y  f in d in g s , a d d re s s  is su e s  o f  tru s tw o r th in e s s , an d  

a c k n o w le d g e  m y  o w n  p o s it io n a lity  as th e  re se a rc h e r.

Methodological Strategy: Narrative Analysis

B e c a u s e  p a s t  re s e a rc h  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  h a s  sh o w n  th e ir  o w n  s e lf -a u th o re d  

id e n tit ie s  to  b e  e ith e r  e x c lu d e d  f ro m  tra d itio n a l  c o n c e p tio n s  o f  ra c e  o r  e x te rn a lly  a n d  a rtif ic ia lly  

im p o s e d  b y  th o se  w h o  v ie w  ra c e  as  d isc re te  a n d  e s se n tia l, th is  p ro je c t  a im s  to  fo c u s  o n  th e  f lu id  

a n d  m u lt i- fa c e te d  n a tu re  o f  th e  l iv e d  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts . T o  

a c c o m p lish  th is , I  c h o se  to  u t i l iz e  a  n a rra tiv e  r e s e a rc h  d e s ig n . A s  C la n d in in  a n d  C o n n e lly  (2 0 0 0 )  

w ro te , “ i f  w e  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  w o r ld  n a r r a t iv e ly ... th e n  i t  m a k e s  se n se  to  s tu d y  th e  w o r ld  

n a rra tiv e ly ” (p . 17). A  n a rra tiv e  re s e a rc h  d e s ig n  is  e sp e c ia l ly  a p p ro p r ia te  to  m y  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n
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because I have positioned experience as the central concern of my study. Put simply, “narrative 

inquiry is a way of understanding experience” (Clandinin & Connelly, 2000, p. 20). More 

specifically, “narrative inquiry is stories lived and told” (Clandinin & Connelly, 2000, p. 20). 

Showcasing the stories of multiracial students is an important step in making visible the ways in 

which boundaries, belonging, and public and personal conceptions of identity operate in a 

campus setting. Moreover, stories grant agency to their tellers. This agency is important to me, as 

research has shown that multiracial students often experience an overwriting or appropriating of 

their identity and/or personal narrative to suit the needs of the monoracial majority (Chang,

2016; Kellogg & Liddell, 2012; Museus, Lambe, & Ryan, 2015). Amplifying their voices, then, 

can increase their visibility. Such visibility is crucial, as the literature shows frequent 

discrepancies between multiracial students’ personal and public identifications. In other words, 

how they view themselves may differ from how others view them. Narrative inquiry offers the 

opportunity to speak in one’s own voice(s), to be seen on one’s own terms, and to assert 

ownership over one’s own experiences (Chase, 2018).

Alignment With Theoretical Framework

In Chapter Two I provided an overview of the two theoretical frameworks that inform my 

analysis: standpoint theory and MultiCrit (an offshoot of Critical Race Theory). Both 

frameworks value situated, experiential knowledge. Standpoint theory holds that “what we do in 

our social relations both enables and limits (it does not determine) what we can know” (Harding, 

1995, p. 341). Standpoint locates knowledge in the doing--in the lived experiences of the 

knower. MultiCrit, specifically, and Critical Race Theory, in general, “encourag[e] a focus on 

experiential knowledge that centers the voices of marginalized populations” (Harris, 2016, p. 

800). As discussed above, narrative research is a method of rendering experience central and
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u n d e rs ta n d a b le ; c o n se q u e n tly , a  n a rra tiv e  re s e a rc h  d e s ig n  a lig n s  w e ll w ith  th e  c h o se n  th e o re tic a l 

f ra m e w o rk s .

Research Design

Site selection and participants. T h e  se tt in g  fo r  th is  s tu d y  w a s  a  s m a ll- to -m id -s iz e  p u b lic  

u n iv e rs ity  lo c a te d  in  a  ru ra l s e tt in g  o n  th e  W e s t  C o a s t, w h ic h  I  sh a ll ca ll C o a s ta l  U n iv e rs ity . 

W h ile  th e  u n iv e rs ity  d o e s  o ffe r  so m e  m a s te r ’s d e g re e  p ro g ra m s , i t  p r im a r i ly  s e rv e s  an  

u n d e rg ra d u a te  p o p u la t io n  la rg e ly  d ra w n  f ro m  th e  s u rro u n d in g  reg io n . C o a s ta l  U n iv e rs i ty  h o ld s  a 

d e s ig n a tio n  as an  H is p a n ic -S e rv in g  In s ti tu tio n , o r  H S I. A s  o f  th e  2 0 1 7 -2 0 1 8  a c a d e m ic  y e a r, 5%  

o f  C o a s ta l U n iv e rs i ty ’s u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n t p o p u la t io n  se le c te d  tw o  o r  m o re  ra c e s  o n  th e ir  

a d m is s io n s  fo rm s  (“ V ie w b o o k ,” 2 0 1 7 ).

Recruitment and consent. I  r e c ru ite d  e ig h t  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  c u rre n tly  e n ro lle d  a t 

C o a s ta l U n iv e rs i ty  w h o  se lf - id e n tif ie d  as b e lo n g in g  to  tw o  o r  m o re  race s . V o lu n ta ry , p u rp o se fu l, 

a n d  sn o w b a ll s a m p lin g , as  u n d e rs to o d  a c c o rd in g  to  C re sw e ll (2 0 1 2 ), w e re  u s e d  to  e n lis t  

p a rtic ip a n ts . I  p o s te d  f lie rs  in  C o a s ta l’s r e s id e n c e  h a lls , s tu d e n t  u n io n , m u ltic u ltu ra l  c en te r, an d  

a c a d e m ic  b u ild in g s  to  in v ite  s tu d e n ts  to  p a rtic ip a te . I  a lso  p o s te d  an  o n lin e  n o tic e  to  all s tu d e n t 

c lu b s  a n d  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a n d  e m a ile d  c o p ie s  o f  m y  re c ru itm e n t f l ie r  to  C o a s ta l  U n iv e rs i ty  

p ro fe s s o rs  a n d  s ta f f  w h o  w e re  k n o w n  to  m e. I  fo u n d  th e s e  a d d itio n a l m e a s u re s  to  b e  n e c e s s a ry  as 

i t  w a s  d if f ic u lt  to  lo c a te  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  fo r  re c ru itm e n t. A t p re se n t, C o a s ta l U n iv e rs i ty  h a s  

n o  c e n tra liz e d  m e e tin g  p la c e  fo r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts , su c h  as a  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  c lu b  o r  

so c ie ty . A s  I  re m a rk e d  to  o n e  in te rv ie w e e  I  s p o k e  w ith , “ I [d id n ’t] k n o w  h o w  to  f in d  u s ! ” 

M o re o v e r , I  h a d  n o  w a y  o f  k n o w in g  i f  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  I  h a d  in te ra c te d  w ith  in  th e  p a s t  

w e re  m u ltira c ia l, a  d iff ic u lty  th a t  w a s  e c h o e d  b y  m a n y  o f  th e  p ro fe s s o rs  a n d  s ta f f  w h o s e  h e lp  I 

e n lis te d . A n o th e r  in te rv ie w e e  w h o s e  sp e c if ic  m u ltira c ia l  b a c k g ro u n d  is  s im ila r  to  m in e  re m a rk e d
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o n  th is  u n iq u e  c h a lle n g e  in  id e n tify in g  o n e  a n o th e r , c o m m e n tin g  th a t  “ i f  I  j u s t  sa w  y o u  I 

w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  th o u g h t” th a t  w e  sh a re d  a sp e c ts  o f  o u r  b a c k g ro u n d .

A s  in te re s te d  s tu d e n ts  c o n ta c te d  m e , I  p ro v id e d  th e m  w ith  fu r th e r  d e ta ils , in c lu d in g  a 

c o n s e n t  fo rm . A  c o p y  o f  th e  re c ru itm e n t f l ie r  a n d  th e  c o n s e n t  fo rm  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  A p p e n d ic e s  

A  a n d  B , re sp e c tiv e ly . B o th  d o c u m e n ts  e m p h a s iz e d  th e  v o lu n ta ry  n a tu re  o f  th is  p ro jec t. 

In d iv id u a ls  w e re  f re e  to  e n d  th e ir  p a r t ic ip a tio n  a t a n y  t im e  w ith  n o  n e g a tiv e  rep e rc u ss io n s .

Demographic questionnaire. U p o n  a g re e in g  to  p a r t ic ip a te  a n d  s u b m ittin g  a  c o n se n t 

fo rm , p a r t ic ip a n ts  f i l le d  o u t a  sh o rt  d e m o g ra p h ic  q u e s tio n n a ire  th a t  I  p ro v id e d  to  th e m  

e le c tro n ic a lly . I  in te n tio n a lly  s tru c tu re d  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  to  a llo w  fo r  o p e n -e n d e d , se lf­

d e te rm in e d  re s p o n s e s  to  th e  q u e s tio n s  a b o u t g e n d e r  a n d  ra c ia l id e n tity  so  th a t  p a r t ic ip a n ts  w e re  

n o t  c o n s tra in e d  in  c h o o s in g  h o w  to  id en tify . A  c o p y  o f  th e  q u e s tio n n a ire  is  in c lu d e d  in  A p p e n d ix  

C . I  th e n  s c h e d u le d  o n e -o n -o n e  in te rv ie w s  w ith  e a c h  p a r t ic ip a n t  a t a  m u tu a lly  c o n v e n ie n t  tim e .

Semi-structured interviews. O n e -o n -o n e  in te rv ie w s  to o k  p la c e  o n -c a m p u s  a t 

p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ c o n v e n ie n c e . W h e n  p a r t ic ip a n ts  n a m e d  a  p re fe r re d  m e e tin g  sp a c e  w e  m e t in  th e  

p la c e  o f  th e ir  c h o o s in g  ( fo r  e x a m p le , in  th e ir  re s id e n c e  h a ll) ;  o th e rw ise , I  s e c u re d  p r iv a te  

m e e tin g  sp a c e s  in  c a m p u s  a c a d e m ic  b u ild in g s . In te rv ie w s  w e re  a u d io  re c o rd e d , u s in g  tw o  

d if fe re n t  d e v ic e s  in  c a se  o f  a  te c h n ic a l  m a lfu n c tio n . F o r  o n e -o n -o n e  in te rv ie w s , I  u s e d  a  s e m i­

s tru c tu re d  in te rv ie w  p ro to c o l, d e ta ile d  in  A p p e n d ix  D . I  c h o se  to  u s e  a  s e m i-s tru c tu re d  p ro to c o l 

to  a llo w  “ le e w a y  fo r  fo llo w in g  u p  o n  w h a te v e r  a n g le s  a re  d e e m e d  im p o r ta n t  b y  th e  in te rv ie w e e ” 

(B rin k m a n n , 2 0 1 8 , p. 5 7 9 )  a n d  to  in c re a s e  th e  c h a n c e s  th a t, as  th e  in te rv ie w e r , I  c o u ld  m a k e  

m y s e l f  “v is ib le  as a  k n o w le d g e -p ro d u c in g  p a r t ic ip a n t  in  th e  p ro c e s s  i t s e l f ’ (B rin k m a n n , 2 0 1 8 , p. 

579 ).
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E a c h  in te rv ie w  b e g a n  w ith  an  in tro d u c tio n  s ta tin g  th e  p u rp o se  a n d  o r ig in  o f  th e  p ro jec t. 

A f te r  a ll, “ in te rv ie w s  a re  c o n v e rs a tio n s  c o n d u c te d  fo r  a  p u rp o s e ” (B r in k m a n n , 2 0 1 8 , p. 5 8 0 ), an d  

I  w is h e d  to  o r ie n t  in te rv ie w e e s  to  th is  fac t. A f te r  a  fe w  w a rm -u p  q u e s tio n s  to  a llo w  p a rt ic ip a n ts  

to  re la x  in to  th e  in te rv ie w , I  s im p ly  a sk e d  p a r t ic ip a n ts  to  te ll  m e  a b o u t th e m se lv e s . F ro m  th e re  I 

u s e d  a  c o m b in a tio n  o f  p re p a re d  q u e s tio n s  in te n d e d  to  “ [fo cu s]  th e  c o n v e rs a tio n  o n  i s s u e s ^  

d e e m [e d ]  im p o r ta n t  in  re la tio n  to  th e  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n ” (B rin k m a n n , 2 0 1 8 , p. 5 7 9 ) an d  

sp o n ta n e o u s  q u e s tio n s  th a t  a llo w e d  m e  to  f ra m e  k n o w le d g e  as “ c o -c re a te d  th ro u g h  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  

in te ra c tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  in q u ire r  an d  th e  in q u ire d  in to ” (L in c o ln , L y n h a m , &  G u b a , 2 0 1 8 , p.

121). I  re lie d  h e a v ily  o n  e la b o ra tin g , p ro b in g  q u e s tio n s  (e .g ., “ te ll m e  m o re  a b o u t ^ ” ) an d  

p a ra p h ra s in g , c la r ify in g  q u e s tio n s  (e .g ., “ I  h e a r  y o u  s a y i n g s ” ) (C re sw e ll , 2 0 1 2 , p. 2 2 2 ). 

In te rv ie w s  la s te d  b e tw e e n  3 0  a n d  90  m in u te s , d e p e n d in g  o n  h o w  m u c h  th e  p a r t ic ip a n t  w is h e d  to  

sh a re  a n d  h o w  sh e  w is h e d  to  sh a re  it.

Coding processes. I  p e rs o n a lly  tra n s c r ib e d  th e  a u d io - re c o rd e d  in te rv ie w s  in  o rd e r  to  

a ttu n e  m y  e a r  to  th e  v o ic e  a n d  p lo t  o f  ea c h  n a rra tiv e . T a k in g  as a  s ta r tin g  p o in t  G illig an , S p en ce r, 

W e in b e rg , a n d  B e r ts c h ’s (2 0 0 3 )  a s se r tio n  th a t  “ e v e ry  p e rs o n  h a s  a  v o ic e  o r  a  w a y  o f  s p e a k in g  

a n d  c o m m u n ic a tin g  th a t  re n d e rs  th e  s ile n t a n d  in v is ib le  w o r ld  a u d ib le  o r  v is ib le  to  a n o th e r” (p. 

157), I  m a d e  e v e ry  e ffo r t  to  a tte n d  to  “ th e  c o lle c t iv ity  o f  d if fe re n t  v o ic e s  th a t  c o m p o se  th e  v o ic e  

o f  an y  g iv e n  p e rs o n  -  its  ra n g e , its  h a rm o n ie s  a n d  d isso n a n c e s , i ts  d is tin c tiv e  to n a lity , k e y  

s ig n a tu re s , p itc h e s , a n d  rh y th m ” (G ill ig a n  e t a l., 2 0 0 3 ) . I  c h o se  to  h o n o r  p a r t ic ip a n t  v o ic e  an d  

a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  a n y  o n e  p e r s o n ’s v o ic e  m a y  m u lt ip ly  a n d  p ro life ra te  to  fu r th e r  c o u n te ra c t  th e  

w a y s  in  w h ic h  th e  n a rra tiv e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  m a y  b e  e s se n tia l iz e d  o r  o v e rw ritte n  in  

s e rv ic e  to  th e  d o m in a n t n a rra tiv e  o f  a  m o n o ra c ia l  n o rm .
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I  u s e d  a  m o d if ie d  v e rs io n  o f  G il l ig a n ’s L is te n in g  G u id e  M e th o d  (as  d e s c r ib e d  in  G illig a n  

e t a l., 2 0 0 3 )  to  c o d e  th e  in te rv ie w s . T h is  m e th o d  “ c o m p r ise s  a  se rie s  o f  se q u e n tia l  l is te n in g s , 

e a c h  d e s ig n e d  to  b r in g  th e  r e s e a rc h e r  in to  re la tio n s h ip  w ith  a  p e r s o n ’s d is t in c t  a n d  m u ltila y e re d  

v o ic e ” (G ill ig a n  e t a l., 2 0 0 3 , p. 159). I  c o m p le te d  th re e  l is te n in g s  in  to ta l. F irs t , I  “ re a d  th ro u g h  

th e  te x t  [ o f  ea c h  in te rv ie w ]  a n d  l is te n [e d ]  to  th e  p lo t  b y  a tte n d in g  to  w h a t  is  h a p p e n in g  a n d  w h a t 

s to r ie s  a re  b e in g  to ld ” (p. 160). D u r in g  th is  lis te n in g , I  u s e d  a  h ig h lig h te r  to  m a rk  p a s sa g e s  th a t  

s tru c k  m e  in n a te ly  as im p o r ta n t  o r  th a t  I  re c o g n iz e d  ( th ro u g h  to n e , e m p h a s is , w o rd  c h o ic e , an d  

so  fo r th )  as im p o r ta n t  to  th e  in te rv ie w e e . S e c o n d , I  re a d  th ro u g h  e a c h  in te rv ie w  o n c e  m o re  an d  

u s e d  a  c o m b in a tio n  o f  in  v iv o  a n d  th e m a tic  c o d in g  (a s  d e f in e d  in  C re s sw e ll , 2 0 1 2 )  to  id e n tify  

e m e rg e n t th e m e s . U s in g  a  p le th o ra  o f  c o lo re d  p e n c ils , I  u n d e r l in e d  re la te d  s ta te m e n ts  an d  

p a tte rn s  a c c o rd in g  to  25  d if fe re n t co d es. F o r  e x a m p le , w h e n e v e r  I  e n c o u n te re d  an  ‘o h  s ta te m e n t,’ 

a  c o d e  I  e s ta b lis h e d  u s in g  th e  w o rd s  o f  o n e  o f  m y  p a r tic ip a n ts , I  u n d e r l in e d  it  in  p in k  p e n c il. I 

th e n  so rte d  th o s e  c o d e s  in to  n in e  c a te g o rie s .

T h ird , I  re v is ite d  e a c h  t ra n s c r ip t  to  a tte n d  to  th e  c o n tra p u n ta l v o ic e s  p re s e n t  in  e a ch  

p a r t ic ip a n t’s s to ry . T h e  e x e rc is e  o f  c o n tra p u n ta l l is te n in g  “ o ffe rs  a  w a y  to  l is te n  fo r  th e  

c o u n te rp o in t  in  th e  te x t  w e  a re  a n a ly z in g , o r  th e  m u lt ip le  fa c e ts  o f  th e  s to ry  b e in g  to ld ” (G ill ig a n  

e t a l., 2 0 0 3 , p. 165). M o re o v e r , l is te n in g  fo r  c o n tra p u n ta l v o ic e s  “ ta k e s  in to  a c c o u n t th a t  a  p e rs o n  

e x p re s se s  h is  o r  h e r  e x p e rie n c e  in  a  m u lt ip l ic i ty  o f  v o ic e s  o r  w a y s ,” a n d  “ a llo w s  fo r  th e  

p o s s ib il i ty  th a t  so m e  o f  th e s e  v o ic e s  m a y  b e  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r , in  o p p o s itio n  to  o n e  

a n o th e r , o r  e v e n  c o n tra d ic to ry ” (G ill ig a n  e t a l., 2 0 0 3 , p. 165). E n g a g in g  in  su c h  a  l is te n in g  fe lt  

p a r t ic u la r ly  a p p ro p r ia te  in  l ig h t  o f  th e  e sp e c ia l ly  “ f lu id , c o n tra d ic to ry , a n d  c o m p le x  liv e d  

e x p e r ie n c e s ” (L ite rte , 2 0 1 0 , p. 121) o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts . S p e c if ic a lly , I  l is te n e d  fo r  tw o  se ts  o f  

c o n tra p u n ta l v o ic e s : v o ic e s  o f  s e lf -c e r ta in ty  vs. v o ic e s  o f  c a p itu la tio n , a n d  v o ic e s  th a t  re s is t
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ra c ia l re if ic a tio n  vs. v o ic e s  th a t  re in fo rc e  ra c ia l re if ic a tio n . T h e  f ir s t  se t o f  c o n tra p u n ta l v o ic e s  

w a s  c h o se n  in  d e fe re n c e  to  th e  p o s t- s tru c tu ra lis t  s tra n d s  o f  s ta n d p o in t th e o ry  th a t  I  ta k e  as p a r t  o f  

m y  th e o re tic a l  f ra m e w o rk ; th e  s e c o n d  w o rk e d  w e ll  w ith  th e  c ritic a l ra c e  f ra m e w o rk  o f  M u ltiC r it .

A s  m y  th e o re tic a l  f ra m e w o rk  n e c e s s i ta te s  th a t  I  u n d e rs ta n d  n o t  o n ly  m y  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ 

s ta n d p o in ts , b u t  a lso  m y  o w n , I  so u g h t to  in c o rp o ra te  th e  p o s t- s tru c tu ra lis t  im p e ra tiv e  th a t  

“ d ire c ts  u s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  o u rse lv e s  re f le x iv e ly  as p e rs o n s  w r itin g  f ro m  p a r t ic u la r  p o s it io n s  a t 

sp e c if ic  t im e s ” (R ic h a rd so n , 1997 , p. 89). T h e  L is te n in g  G u id e  M e th o d  m e s h e d  w e ll w ith  m y  

c o m m itm e n t to  re f le x iv e  re se a rc h , as i t  to o  im p lo re s  th a t  “w e  n o te  o u r  o w n  so c ia l lo c a tio n  in  

re la tio n  to  th e  p a r t ic ip a n t, th e  n a tu re  o f  o u r  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  th is  p e rs o n , a n d  o u r  e m o tio n a l 

re s p o n s e s ” (G ill ig a n  e t a l., 2 0 0 3 , p. 161). A s  re c o m m e n d e d  b y  th e  L is te n in g  G u id e  M e th o d , I 

w ro te  a  l is te n e r ’s re s p o n s e  a f te r  e a c h  lis te n in g , a n d  u s e d  th e s e  l is te n in g  re s p o n s e s  as an  

a d d itio n a l c o d in g  step . T h e  th re e  l is te n in g s  I  u n d e rto o k , a lo n g  w ith  th e  l is te n in g  re s p o n s e s  th a t  I 

w ro te , p ro d u c e d  f iv e  th e m e s , to  b e  d is c u s s e d  a t le n g th  in  th e  n e x t  ch ap te r.

Confidentiality and pseudonyms. T o  e n su re  c o n fid e n tia li ty , p se u d o n y m s  w e re  u s e d  

th ro u g h o u t th is  p a p e r. B e c a u s e  f ir s t  a n d  la s t  n a m e s  c a n  b e  in te g ra l ly  t ie d  to  m u lt ira c ia l  s tu d e n ts ’ 

se n se  o f  se lf, as  in  so m e  c a se s  a  n a m e  m a y  b e  th e  o n ly  v is ib le  m a rk e r  o f  a  s tu d e n t’s m u ltira c ia l  

b a c k g ro u n d , I  o f fe re d  p a r t ic ip a n ts  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  se le c t th e ir  o w n  p se u d o n y m . In  c a se s  w h e re  

p a r t ic ip a n ts  d id  n o t  w is h  to  s e le c t a  p s e u d o n y m  fo r  th e m se lv e s , I  m a d e  e v e ry  e ffo r t  to  c h o o se  

p s e u d o n y m s  th a t  w e re  r e p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts ’ n a m e s  w ith o u t  c o m p ro m is in g  th e ir  

a n o n y m ity . E n s u r in g  th e  c o n f id e n tia li ty  o f  a ll p a r t ic ip a n ts  w a s  a d d it io n a lly  c o m p lic a te d  b y  th e  

fa c t  th a t, in  m a n y  ca se s , th e  sp e c if ic s  o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ h e r i ta g e  w a s  an  in te g ra l p a r t  o f  th e ir  

s to r ie s , y e t  th a t  sa m e  sp e c if ic ity  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  to  id e n tify  th em . (A s  an  e x a m p le , I  k n o w  e x a c tly  

th re e  I r is h -K o re a n -M e x ic a n -A m e r ic a n  p e rs o n s  in  m y  h o m e to w n - -m y s e lf  a n d  m y  tw o  b ro th e rs .
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W e re  w e  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  an  ‘a n o n y m o u s ’ re s e a rc h  s tu d y  th a t  w a s  e a sy  to  lo c a te  w e  w o u ld  n o t, 

in  fac t, re ta in  m u c h  a n o n y m ity ) . T o  m itig a te  th is , I  h a v e  b e e n  p u rp o se fu lly  v a g u e  a b o u t th e  

lo c a tio n  o f  C o a s ta l U n iv e rs i ty  a n d  h a v e  a t t im e s  re d u c e d  s p e c if ic ity  w h e n  p re s e n tin g  th e  

p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ w o rd s .

Trustworthiness

In  k e e p in g  w ith  q u a li ta t iv e  re s e a rc h  b e s t  p ra c tic e s , I  s tro v e  to  m e e t  L in c o ln  &  G u b a ’s 

(1 9 8 5 )  fo u r  c r ite r ia  o f  tru s tw o r th in e ss :  c re d ib ility , tra n s fe ra b il ity , d e p e n d a b ili ty , an d  

c o n firm a b ili ty . I  u s e d  th e  fo llo w in g  te c h n iq u e s  in  o rd e r  to  m e e t  th e s e  s ta n d a rd s .

Member checking. T o  s u p p o rt c re d ib ility , I  e n g a g e d  in  m e m b e r  c h e c k in g  th ro u g h o u t th e  

re s e a rc h  p ro ce ss . L in c o ln  a n d  G u b a  (1 9 8 6 )  d e sc r ib e  m e m b e r  c h e c k in g  as  “ th e  p ro c e s s  o f  

c o n tin u o u s , in fo rm a l te s t in g  o f  in fo rm a tio n  b y  s o lic it in g  re a c tio n s  o f  r e s p o n d e n ts  to  th e  

in v e s t ig a to r ’s re c o n s tru c tio n  o f  w h a t  h e  o r  sh e  h a s  b e e n  to ld  o r  o th e rw ise  fo u n d  o u t” (p . 77). I 

b e g a n  m e m b e r  c h e c k in g  d u r in g  th e  in te rv ie w  p h a se , p a ra p h ra s in g  re s p o n d e n ts ’ a n sw e rs  to  

q u e s tio n s  a n d  a sk in g  i f  I  w a s  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e ir  m e a n in g  as  th e y  in te n d e d  m e  to . A ll 

p a r t ic ip a n ts  w e re  p ro v id e d  w ith  a  c o p y  o f  th e ir  t ra n s c r ib e d  in te rv ie w  a n d  in v ite d  to  c o m m e n t o n  

it. T h ro u g h o u t th e  c o d in g  a n d  w r itin g  p ro c e s s  I  m a in ta in e d  em a il c o rre s p o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  

p a r tic ip a n ts , a sk in g  th e m  a d d itio n a l q u e s tio n s  as I  d e v e lo p e d  th e m e s  a n d  p re p a re d  fo r  th e o re tic a l 

d isc u ss io n s .

Thick description. I  e n d e a v o re d  to  u s e  th ic k  d e sc r ip tio n  (G e e rtz , 1 9 7 3 ) to  su p p o rt 

t ra n s fe ra b ility . T h ro u g h o u t th is  th e s is , a n d  e sp e c ia l ly  in  C h a p te r  F o u r , I  h a v e  m a d e  e v e ry  e ffo r t  

to  ( re )c o n s tru c t  a n d  (re ) te ll n a rra tiv e s  “ in  th e ir  c o m p le x  sp e c if ic n e ss , th e ir  c irc u m s ta n tia l i ty ” 

(G e e rtz , 1973 , p. 23).
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Reflexive documentation. T o  b o ls te r  d e p e n d a b ili ty  a n d  c o n firm a b ili ty  I  re l ie d  o n  a 

n u m b e r  o f  m e th o d s  fo r  re f le x iv e  d o c u m e n ta tio n . I  fo u n d  th is  s tep  to  b e  a  c ru c ia l o n e , in  k e e p in g  

w ith  R ic h a rd s o n ’s (1 9 9 7 )  b e l ie f  th a t  “ se lf -re f le x iv ity  u n m a s k s  c o m p le x , p o lit ic a l/ id e o lo g ic a l  

a g e n d a s  h id d e n  in  o u r  w r itin g ” (p . 93 ). T h ro u g h o u t th e  re s e a rc h  p ro c e s s , f ro m  its  in itia l 

c o n c e p tu a liz a t io n  to  its  e v e n tu a l a c tu a liz a tio n , I  k e p t  a  re s e a rc h  jo u rn a l in  w h ic h  I  re c o rd e d  m y  

th o u g h ts  a n d  e m o tio n s . A f te r  e a c h  in te rv ie w  I r e c o rd e d  a  v o ic e  m e m o  c h ro n ic lin g  m y  in itia l 

in te lle c tu a l a n d  e m o tio n a l re a c tio n s  to  th e  in te rv ie w  a n d  th e  in te rv ie w e e . D u r in g  c o d in g , I  w ro te  

o u t a  l is te n e r ’s r e s p o n s e  (a s  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e  a n d  in  G illig a n  e t a l., 2 0 0 3 )  a f te r  e a c h  lis ten in g . 

F in a lly , I  h a v e  m a d e  e v e ry  e ffo r t  to  c o n s c io u s ly  a c k n o w le d g e  a n d  in te r ro g a te  m y  o w n  

p o s it io n a lity  a t e v e ry  s tep  o f  th e  re s e a rc h  p ro c e ss . N o t  o n ly  d o  I a d d re s s  m y  o w n  ro le  as 

r e s e a rc h e r  in  th e  fo llo w in g  se c tio n  o f  th is  c h a p te r , I  h a v e  a tte n d e d  to  m y  p o s it io n a lity  in  so m e  

w a y  in  e v e ry  c h a p te r  o f  th is  th e s is .

Role of the Researcher

E v e ry  a sp e c t o f  m y  re se a rc h , f ro m  m y  to p ic  o f  c h o ic e  to  m y  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  s tra te g ie s  to  

m y  e v e n tu a l f in d in g s , is  e n tire ly  b o u n d  to  w h o  I a m  a n d  h o w  I  m a k e  k n o w le d g e . I  d o  n o t  w r ite  

in , n o r  c la im  to  re p re se n t, “ th e  o m n is c ie n t  v o ic e  o f  sc ie n c e , th e  v ie w  f ro m  e v e ry w h e re ” 

(R ic h a rd so n , 1997 , p. 88). In s te a d , I  b e lie v e  in  “ th e  continual co-creation of self and social 

science. T h e y  a re  k n o w n  th ro u g h  e a c h  o th e r. K n o w in g  th e  s e l f  an d  k n o w in g  ‘a b o u t’ th e  su b je c t 

a re  in te r tw in e d , p a rtia l, h is to r ic a l, lo ca l k n o w le d g e s ” (R ic h a rd so n , 1997 , p. 89). T h e re fo re , I  a im  

to  a lw a y s  a tte n d  to  th e  q u e s tio n , “ h o w  d o  w e  p u t  o u rse lv e s  in  o u r  o w n  te x ts , a n d  w ith  w h a t 

c o n s e q u e n c e s ? ” (R ic h a rd so n , 1997 , p. 88).

W h o  am  I, th e n , w ith in  a n d  b e y o n d  th is  te x t?  T h e  a s p e c t  o f  m y  id e n tity  th a t  is  m o s t 

s a lie n t w ith  re g a rd s  to  th is  p ro je c t  is , o f  c o u rse , m y  m u ltira c ia li ty . L ik e  m y  p a rtic ip a n ts , I  am  a
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m u ltira c ia l  sh e  l iv in g  in  e a r ly  2 1 s t-c e n tu ry  A m e ric a . M o re o v e r , I  am  a lso  a  s tu d e n t, a lth o u g h  n o  

lo n g e r  an  u n d e rg ra d u a te  one . T h is  m e a n s  th a t  I  c a m e  to  th is  p ro je c t  se e k in g  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  

e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts , c a rry in g  w ith  m e  a n d  u n a b le  to  fo rg e t  o r  

ig n o re  m y  o w n  e x p e rie n c e s  as su ch . T h ro u g h o u t th e  in te rv ie w in g , t ra n s c r ib in g , a n d  c o d in g  

p ro c e s s e s  I  f e lt  w h a t  p re v io u s  re se a rc h e rs  h a v e  re fe r re d  to  as th e  “ sh o c k  o f  re c o g n itio n ” 

(A ise n b e rg  a n d  H a rr in g to n , 1988 ; B ro w n m ille r , 1980 ; as c ite d  in  W y lie , 2 0 1 2 , p. 4 9 ). A t o th e r  

m o m e n ts  I  e n c o u n te re d  se e m in g ly  u n b r id g e a b le  d is ta n c e  o r  s tra n g e n e ss . A n d  I  h a v e  e n d e a v o re d  

to  m a k e  su c h  m o m e n ts  v is ib le  in  a n  e ffo r t  to  d isp e l a n y  illu s io n s  o f  o m n is c ie n c e  o r  o b jec tiv ity . 

J u s t  as  m y  p a rt ic ip a n ts  a re  a lso  re se a rc h e rs , I  am  n o t  j u s t  a  re se a rc h e r , b u t  a  p a rtic ip a n t. M y  h o p e  

is  th a t  I  h a v e  c o n s is te n tly  p o r tra y e d  m y s e l f  as such .

Limitations

In  C h a p te r  F iv e  I  ta k e  u p  so m e  o f  th e  th e o re tic a l  l im ita tio n s  o f  th is  s tu d y ; h e re  I  d isc u ss  

i ts  m e th o d o lo g ic a l lim ita tio n s . F irs tly , I  c o n d u c te d  in te rv ie w s  a t o n ly  o n e  u n iv e rs ity  (an d  

c o n s e q u e n tly  o n ly  o n e  in s t i tu t io n a l  ty p e ). M o re o v e r , m y  g ra d u a tio n  t im e lin e  l im ite d  m e  to  o n ly  

o n e  ro u n d  o f  in te rv ie w s . In  m y  in it ia l  c o n c e p tu a liz a t io n  o f  th is  p ro je c t, I  h a d  e n v is io n e d  

u n d e r ta k in g  th e  a d d itio n a l s tep  o f  a  g ro u p  d e b r ie f  w ith  th e  p a rtic ip a n ts . A d d itio n a lly , I  sp o k e  

w ith  n o  m a le  p a rtic ip a n ts . I  d id  n o t  r e c ru it  sp e c if ic a lly  fo r  n o n -m a le  p a r tic ip a n ts , n o r  d id  I  in te n d  

to  in te rv ie w  o n ly  sh es. H o w e v e r , n o  m u ltira c ia l  m e n  c a m e  fo rw a rd  to  v o lu n te e r . O n c e  m y  

p a r t ic ip a n t  p o o l w a s  e s ta b lish e d , I  m a d e  th e  c h o ic e  to  m o v e  fo rw a rd  w ith  tw o  th e o re tic a l 

f ra m e w o rk s  g ro u n d e d  in  re s e a rc h  ty p ic a lly  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  a n d  a b o u t w o m e n . F in a lly , a ll o f  th e  

s tu d y ’s p a r t ic ip a n ts  c a m e  f ro m  a n d  s tu d ie d  in  th e  sa m e  W e s t  C o a s t  s ta te . B e c a u s e  m u ltira c ia l  

p e r s o n s ’ e x p e rie n c e s  a re  p a r t ic u la r ly  in fo rm e d  b y  c o n te x t, in c lu d in g  lo c a tio n , I  a s su m e  th a t  m y  

s tu d y  is b o th  in fo rm e d  a n d  l im ite d  b y  its  g e o g ra p h ic  sp e c if ic ity .
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Conclusion

In  th is  c h a p te r  I  so u g h t to  p ro v id e  an  o v e rv ie w  of, a n d  ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r, m y  

m e th o d o lo g ic a l ch o ic e s . M o re o v e r , I  a im e d  to  d e m o n s tra te  a lig n m e n t o f  m y  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n , 

m y  m e th o d o lo g y , a n d  m y  th e o re tic a l  f ra m e w o rk s . I  a lso  a tte m p te d  to  a d d re s s  is su e s  o f  

tru s tw o r th in e s s , lo c a te  m y s e l f  w ith in  m y  w o rk , a n d  a c k n o w le d g e  th is  s tu d y ’s in e v ita b le  

l im ita tio n s .

In  th e  n e x t  c h a p te r , I  in v ite  th e  r e a d e r  to  m e e t  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts , a n d  to  c o m e  to  k n o w  m o re  

o f  th e ir  s to r ie s  a n d  th e ir  se lv es .
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Chapter Four 

Findings

T h u s  fa r  I  h a v e  d e d ic a te d  c h a p te rs  to  e s ta b lis h in g  w h y  I h a v e  c h o se n  to  c o n d u c t  re se a rc h  

o n  th e  g ro w in g  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p o p u la t io n  in  th e  A m e ric a n  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  la n d sc a p e , to  

r e v ie w in g  w h a t  re le v a n t  l ite ra tu re  is  c u rre n tly  in  c irc u la tio n , a n d  to  e x p la in in g  m y  

m e th o d o lo g ic a l c h o ic e s  a n d  s tra te g ie s . T h e se  p re c e d in g  c h a p te rs  h a v e  b e e n  g u id e d  b y  m y  c e n tra l 

re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n : W h a t  a re  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  in  a  c o lle g e  

s e tt in g ?  A s  I  m o v e  in to  th is  fo u rth  c h a p te r , I  a im  to  p re s e n t  th e  f in d in g s  th a t  e m e rg e d  in  re s p o n s e  

to  m y  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n .

I  h a v e  o rg a n iz e d  th is  c h a p te r  to  in c lu d e  a  b r ie f  in tro d u c tio n  o f  th e  re s e a rc h  p a rtic ip a n ts , 

fo llo w e d  b y  a  re p o r t  o n  th e  f iv e  th e m e s  th a t  e m e rg e d  f ro m  e n g a g in g  w ith  th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s . 

T h ro u g h o u t, I  u rg e  th e  re a d e r  to  k e e p  in  m in d  th a t  e a c h  p a r t ic ip a n t’s s to ry  w a s  m u ltifa c e te d , 

u n iq u e , a n d  g ro u n d e d  in  h e r  in d iv id u a l s ta n d p o in t. T h e  f in d in g s  th a t  I  re p o r t  re f le c t  w h a t  

R ic h a rd s o n  (1 9 9 7 )  d e sc r ib e s  as “ p a rtia l , h is to r ic a l, lo ca l k n o w le d g e s ” (p. 8 9 ) ra th e r  th a n  an y  

s in g le  c la im  to  c a p ita l-T  T ru th . M o re o v e r , in  p ro d u c in g  th is  c h a p te r  I  re c o g n iz e  th a t  “w r itin g  is 

n o t  m e re ly  th e  t ra n s c r ib in g  o f  so m e  rea lity . R a th e r , w r i t i n g s  is  a lso  a  p ro c e s s  o f  d isc o v e ry : 

d is c o v e ry  o f  th e  s u b je c t (a n d  so m e tim e s  o f  th e  p ro b le m  its e lf )  a n d  d isc o v e ry  o f  th e  s e l f ’ 

(R ic h a rd s o n  as c ite d  in  L in c o ln , L y n h a m , &  G u b a , 2 0 1 8 , p. 143).

The Participants

T h e  e ig h t  p a r t ic ip a n ts  ra n g e d  in  a g e  f ro m  19 to  2 8  y e a rs  o ld , w ith  an  a v e ra g e  a g e  o f  22 .5  

y e a rs . S e v e n  p a r t ic ip a n ts  id e n tif ie d  as fe m a le , a n d  o n e  id e n tif ie d  as a n d ro g y n o u s . A ll id e n tif ie d  

as b ira c ia l , m u ltira c ia l, o r  b e lo n g in g  to  tw o  o r  m o re  race s . T a b le  4.1  in tro d u c e s  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  

u s in g  p se u d o n y m s .
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T a b le  4.1

Participant Demographics

A lic e  h a s  a  W h ite  m o th e r  a n d  a  B la c k  fa th e r , a n d  d e sc r ib e s  h e r s e l f  as v e ry  q u ie t  a t f ir s t  b u t  
m o re  o u tg o in g  as y o u  g e t  to  k n o w  her.

A n d re a  h a s  a  m o th e r  w h o  is  W h ite  a n d  S o u th e a s t  A s ia n , a n d  a  f a th e r  w h o  is  E a s t  A s ia n , 
S o u th e a s t A s ia n , a n d  P a c if ic  Is la n d e r. S h e  fe e ls  m o s t  h e r s e l f  a t h o m e  a n d  w h e n  d o in g  art.

R a c h e l lo v e s  r e a d in g  a n d  w r itin g  a n d  is  E a s t  A s ia n , W h ite , a n d  Je w ish .

C h a r lo tte  id e n tif ie s  as A fro -L a tin a  a n d  th in k s  P u m p k in  S p ic e  la t te s  a re  am a z in g .

P h o e b e  id e n tif ie s  as  a n d ro g y n o u s , h a s  a  S o u th e a s t A s ia n  m o th e r  a n d  a  W h ite  fa th e r , a n d  lik e s  
th e  b a n d  K e ro  K e ro  B o n ito .

Isa b e l is  W h ite  a n d  H is p a n ic  a n d  h a s  a lw a y s  w a n te d  to  b e  a  te a c h e r.

A m b e r  is  B la c k  a n d  E a s t  A s ia n , h o p e s  to  w o rk  w ith  k id s  in  th e  fu tu re , a n d  lo v e s  h e r  so ro r ity  
s is te rs .

C a s s a n d ra  is L a tin a  a n d  W h ite , fo c u se s  h a rd  o n  h e r  g ra d e s , a n d  w o rk s  a t a  c o ffe e  shop .

R a th e r  th a n  p ro d u c e  a  s e c t io n e d -o f f  ta b le  w ith  ro w s  th a t  s e p a ra te  p a r t ic ip a n ts  a n d  c o lu m n s  fo r  

n a m e , rac e , ag e , g e n d e r, a n d  o th e r  d im e n s io n s  o f  id e n tity , I  h a v e  e le c te d  to  in tro d u c e  th e  

p a r t ic ip a n ts  n a rra tiv e ly . T h e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  e a c h  s tu d e n t  is  a  c o m p o s itio n  o r  b r ic o la g e  o f  w o rd s  

th e y  u s e d  to  d e sc r ib e  th e m s e lv e s  d u r in g  th e i r  in te rv ie w s . I  d o  th is  to  p la c e  th e  h u m a n ity  o f  th e  

p a r t ic ip a n ts  a t th e  fo re f ro n t  a n d  to  a v o id  p re s e n tin g  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  as s e g m e n ta b le  p ie c e s  o f  d a ta  

to  b e  c o m p a re d  a n d  c o n tra s te d .

Emergent Themes

U s in g  th e  c o d in g  p ro c e s s e s  d e s c r ib e d  in  C h a p te r  T h re e , I  id e n tif ie d  f iv e  th e m e s  th a t  m a d e  

th e m s e lv e s  f e lt  th ro u g h o u t th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ n a rra tiv e s . T h e se  th e m e s  are: in te r ro g a tio n s  an d  

o th e r in g s ; p a ss in g , n o t-p a s s in g , a n d  q u e s tio n s  o f  b e lo n g in g ; b a tt l in g  fo r  n a rra tiv e  co n tro l;
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embracing the AND; and the significance of schooling. What follows is a description of each 

theme as generated by the stories of the participants.

Interrogations and otherings. I relied partially on in vivo coding during my listenings, 

which allowed me to attend to the specific words chosen by each participant. A throughline that 

quickly emerged in the participants’ narratives was the experience of being subjected repeatedly 

to what Andrea termed “out there questions.” Participants expressed that people they 

encountered, from strangers to acquaintances to friends, frequently interrogated them about their 

background without reserve. Andrea elaborated:

They usually ask me ‘who is what?’ in our family, ‘where do you get that background 

from?’ And then they’ll ask me, like, ‘oh, how did that happen?’ [...] And they tend to 

ask me, like, what my grandparents think about that. Like, I don’t know, I don’t know 

what they think about that, I’ve never asked them. So it’s just random questions like that 

that I really don’t have the answer for and I’ll probably never have the answer for.

Other participants recounted similar experiences. Rachel described a recent incident that she had 

found particularly frustrating with a peer she had just met: “And they asked me how am I [East 

Asian] and Jewish? And I just kind of looked at him. And I was like, is he being serious right 

now?” Charlotte shared, “I’ve had conversations with people who will just come up to me 

immediately and be like [curious voice] ‘What are you mixed with?’ and it’s like, [surprised 

tone] ‘Hi.” Amber, whose parents met when her father was stationed overseas, explained that she 

commonly receives questions phrased along the lines of, “Oh, your dad’s in the Navy? And your 

mom’s [East Asian]? How do you feel about Pearl Harbor?”

Participants also spoke of feeling like the centerpiece of a race-based guessing game- 

think of the classic children’s game ‘Guess Who?’ but reimagined as ‘Guess What?’ and with
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l iv in g  p e rs o n s  in s te a d  o f  c h a ra c te r  ca rd s . P h o e b e , w h o  is  W h ite  a n d  S o u th e a s t A s ia n , d e sc r ib e d  

g ro w in g  u p  a n d  g ro w in g  a c c u s to m e d  to  h e a r in g  “ O h , a re  y o u  Ja p a n e se , a re  y o u  C h in e se , a re  y o u  

K o r e a n ? ’ b la h  b la h  b la h , a ll th e s e  th in g s .” In  h e r  e x p e rie n c e , th o se  sh e  e n c o u n te re d  in s is te d  on  

f in d in g  o u t “w h a t  k in d  o f  A s ia n , q u o te  u n q u o te , I  w a s ,” a n d  u s e d  q u e s tio n s  l ik e  “H e y  w h a t  k in d  

o f  C h in e se  a re  y o u ? ” to  th a t  end . A n d re a , w h o  is  W h ite , S o u th e a s t A s ia n , E a s t  A s ia n , a n d  P a c if ic  

I s la n d e r  re c a lle d  th a t  “ p e o p le  w o u ld  lo o k  a t m e  a n d  th e y  w o u ld  b e  lik e , ‘O h , so  a re  y o u  lik e , 

C h in e se ?  O r  a re  y o u  K o re a n ? ” C h a r lo tte , w h o  is  A fro -L a tin a , a d o p te d  th e  s tra te g y  o f  e x p o s in g  

th e  g u e s s in g  g a m e  b y  c o u n te r in g  w ith  “W h a t  d o  y o u  th in k  I ’m  m ix e d  w ith ? ” S h e  c o n tin u e d , 

“ T h e n  I ’ll a lw a y s  g e t  so m e th in g  s tra n g e . I ’v e  g o tte n  S a m o a n  a n d  H a w a iia n  a  c o u p le  o f  t im e s , 

a n d  th e n  th e y ’ll b e  lik e , ‘w e ll, y o u ’re  M e x ic a n  r ig h t? ’ [...] I ’ll g e t  C u b a n  a  lo t, o r  D o m in ic a n .” 

R a c h e l, w h o  is  E a s t  A s ia n , W h ite , a n d  Je w ish , re c a lle d  th a t  as e a r ly  o n  as e le m e n ta ry  sc h o o l “ I ’d 

m e e t  so m e o n e  a n d  th e y ’d  b e  lik e , ‘A re  y o u  M e x ic a n ?  O r  a re  y o u  L a t in a ? ”

M u ltip le  p a r t ic ip a n ts  a lso  b ro u g h t  u p  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  th e  ‘W h a t  a re  y o u ? ’ 

q u e s tio n , d isc u s se d  in  C h a p te r  T w o  as a  c o n n e c tiv e  th re a d  th ro u g h o u t th e  l i te ra tu re  o n  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  (K e llo g g  &  L id d e ll , 2 0 1 2 ; K in g , 2 0 0 8 ; M u s e u s  e t a l., 2 0 1 5 ) . C h a rlo tte , 

A n d re a , P h o e b e , R a c h e l, a n d  A m b e r  all r e fe re n c e d  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  p h ra s in g  a t le a s t  o n ce . P h o e b e  

a n d  an  a d d itio n a l p a r tic ip a n t, Isa b e l, a lso  m e n tio n e d  th e  v a r ia n t  “W h e re  a re  y o u  f ro m ? ” o r  

“W h e re  a re  y o u  re a lly  f ro m ? ” S e v e ra l o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  a s so c ia te d  th e  ‘w h a t  a re  y o u ’ q u e s tio n  

w ith  a  sp e c if ic  fe e l in g  o r  v isc e ra l re a c tio n . R a c h e l m e n tio n e d  n e v e r  a sk in g  th a t  q u e s tio n  o f  

o th e rs , “b e c a u s e  I  k n o w  h o w  th a t  fee ls , to  h e a r  ‘W h a t  a re  y o u ? ” C h a r lo tte  sa id  th a t  i t  w a s  a 

q u e s tio n  th a t  “u s e d  to  m a k e  m e  m a d ” a n d  P h o e b e  sa id  th a t  in  o n e  in s ta n c e  i t  “ k in d  o f  m a d e  m e  

w a n n a  th ro w  u p .” H e re  a re  A m b e r ’s th o u g h ts  o n  th e  q u e s tio n :
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T h a t’s a n o th e r  th in g ! ‘W h a t a re  y o u ? ’ I t  bugs m e  so  m u ch ! A n d  I  t ry  to  lik e , d e ta c h  an d  

s tep  b a c k , b u t  e v e ry  s in g le  t im e  so m e o n e  says, ‘W h a t  a re  y o u ? ’ I ’m  lik e , I ’m  a  h u m a n  

b e in g , p le a se  d o n ’t!

E m b e d d e d  in  A m b e r ’s w o rd s  a b o v e , a n d  in d e e d  in  m a n y  o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ s to rie s , w a s  

a  se n se  o f  re p e tit io n  an d , a t t im e s , re s ig n a tio n . T h is  w a s  y e t  ‘a n o th e r  th in g ’ th a t  so m e o n e  h as  

a sk e d  A m b e r, a n d  sh e  s ig n a le d  th a t  i t  w a s  n o t  an  iso la te d  o c c u rre n c e  w ith  th e  p h ra s e  ‘e v e ry  

s in g le  t im e .’ R e tu rn in g  to  th e  q u o te  f ro m  A n d re a  th a t  o p e n e d  th is  sec tio n , y o u  c a n  see  th e  e ffe c t 

o f  su c h  re p e tit iv e , q u o tid ia n  e n c o u n te rs  in  th e  w a y  sh e  c o n s tru c ts  h e r  te l l in g . S h e  s ta r ts  o u t w ith  

‘th e y  u s u a lly  a s k _ , ’ s ig n a lin g  th a t  sh e  h a s  b e e n  a sk e d  ‘o u t th e re  q u e s tio n s ’ o f te n  e n o u g h  to  

ra tt le  th e m  o f f  b y  ro te , a n d  c o n tin u e s  to  say  ‘a n d  th e n  th e y ’ll a s k ... , ’ a  p h ra s in g  th a t  in d ic a te s  

th a t  th e s e  in te r ro g a tio n s  u n fo ld  in  f a m ilia r  a n d  te d io u s  p a tte rn s  in  h e r  life . T h is  n o tio n  o f  

r e p e a tin g  s im ila r  e n c o u n te rs  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  w ill  b e  re v is ite d  la te r  in  th is  c h a p te r , in  th e  se c tio n  

o n  b a tt l in g  fo r  n a rra tiv e  c o n tro l.

M a n y  o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  sh a re d  th a t  ju s t  as th e y  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  sa m e  in s ta n c e s  o f  

id e n tity  in te r ro g a tio n  a g a in  a n d  a g a in , th e y  a lso  fo u n d  th a t, in  A m b e r ’s w o rd s , “ p e o p le  say  th e  

sa m e  th in g s , m a k e  th e  sa m e  c o m m e n ts  to  u s ” o v e r  a n d  o v er. W h e n  I  a sk e d  A m b e r  w h a t  k in d s  o f  

c o m m e n ts  sh e  w a s  re fe r r in g  to , sh e  im m e d ia te ly  s ta r te d  t ic k in g  o f f  e a c h  w o rd  o n  h e r  f in g e rs , 

re c itin g  fo r  m e  a  l ita n y  o f  u n s o lic ite d  re m a rk s  as a u to m a tic a l ly  as i f  I  h a d  a sk e d  h e r  to  re c i te  h e r  

A B C s:

So, p e o p le  h a v e  re fe r re d  to  [m y  s ib lin g s  a n d  m e] as ‘m u tts ,’ u h , th e  ‘B la s ia n ’ 

c o m m e n ts ^  F ro m  w h a t I ’v e  g a th e re d  o v e r  th e  la s t  c o u p le  y e a rs , o r  th e  la s t  2 4  y e a rs , I ’v e  

g o tte n  ‘e x o tic ,’ ‘in te r e s t in g ’ a n d  i t  fe e ls  l ik e  I ’m  a  b ra n d , o r  so m e th in g . T h e y ’re  j u s t  so
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in te re s te d  th a t  I  fee l l ik e  I ’m  an  o b je c t  o n  d isp la y  rea lly . O th e r  p e o p le  a re  j u s t  so  c u rio u s  

th a t  th e y ’ll ig n o re  m e  b e in g  u n c o m fo r ta b le  a b o u t th e  s itu a tio n  ju s t  to  fe e d  th e ir  c u rio s ity . 

A m b e r  fe lt  h e r s e l f  t ra n s fo rm e d  in to  an  o b je c t  o f  c u rio s ity , an  e f fe c t  c e r ta in ly  re in fo rc e d  b y  h e r  

re c u r re n t  e n c o u n te rs  w ith  th e  q u e s tio n  ‘what [e m p h a s is  m in e ]  a re  y o u ,’ a  c o n s tru c tio n  th a t  

re p la c e s  th e  h u m a n  s u b je c t ‘w h o ’ w ith  th e  o b je c tify in g  ‘w h a t .’ S h e  d e sc r ib e s  th e  s e n sa tio n  o f  

fe e l in g  “ l ik e  a  b ra n d ,” o b je c tif ie d  a n d  c o m m o d if ie d . A n d  A m b e r  w a s  n o t  th e  o n ly  p a r t ic ip a n t  to  

re c o u n t e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  su c h  o b je c tify in g  la n g u a g e . A n d re a  re f le c te d  th a t  p e rso n s  she  

e n c o u n te re d  “w o u ld  j u s t  b e  sa y in g  th in g s  a b o u t h o w  I lo o k  ‘e x o tic .’ I  g o t  th a t  a  lo t. I  g o t ‘e x o tic ’ 

a  lo t. A n d  I  still g e t th a t  a  lo t .” R a c h e l re c a lle d  s im ila r  e x p e rie n c e s , re m e m b e r in g  c o m m e n ts  lik e  

“ y o u  lo o k  e x o tic ” o r  “ o h  y o u ’re  so  p re t ty  a n d  y o u ’re  so  e x o tic .” P h o e b e  ta lk e d  a b o u t “ g e t[ tin g ]  

w e ird  c o m m e n ts  f ro m  p e o p le ” a n d  h e a r in g  d e sc r ip to rs  l ik e  “ o r ie n ta l” a n d  “ m y s tic a l .”

A s  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  th e m s e lv e s  p o in te d  o u t, w o rd s  l ik e  ‘e x o tic ’ n o t  o n ly  d o  th e  w o rk  o f  

o b je c tify in g  th e m , b u t  a lso  h a v e  th e  e ffe c t  o f  o th e r in g  th em . (F o r  m o re  o n  h o w  su ch  lin g u is tic  

r e p re s e n ta tio n s  s im u lta n e o u s ly  e s se n tia liz e , c o m m o d ify , a n d  e n a c t th e  e x a g g e ra tio n  o f  d if fe re n c e  

see  S a id , 1978). R a c h e l c o m m e n te d  o n  “th e  fe e l in g  o f  b e in g  c a lle d  ‘fo re ig n ’ o r  ‘e x o tic ,” 

e la b o ra tin g : “ I ’m  ta k in g  th is  c la s s  [o n  th e  to p ic  o f] p e rs p e c tiv e s  in  m u lt ic u ltu ra l  lite ra tu re , an d  

w e ’re  a ll ta lk in g  a b o u t o th e r in g , a n d  I ’m  lik e , I  g u e s s  I ’v e  b e e n  o th e re d . B e c a u s e  o f  m y  lo o k s  

a n d  m y  la s t  n a m e ” (R a c h e l se le c te d  th e  p se u d o n y m  L e e  to  re p re s e n t  h e r  la s t  n a m e ). P h o e b e  

s ta te d  th a t  e v e n  w h e n  sh e  w a s  y o u n g e r  “ I  k n e w  I  w a s n ’t  W h ite  p e r  se - I  m e a n  I  am , b u t  I  k n e w  I 

w a s n ’t  th a t  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  a lw a y s  k in d  o f  o th e re d  w h e n  I  w a s  g ro w in g  u p .” A m b e r  e x p re s se d  

fe e l in g  l ik e  th e  d e s c r ip to r  ‘e x o tic ’ w a s  c h a rg e d  w ith  u n s p o k e n  m e a n in g , sa y in g  “ I ’v e  g o tte n  

e x o tic  a lot [e m p h a s is  is  th e  s p e a k e r ’s]. L ik e , ‘oh , y o u  lo o k  so  e x o tic ’ [...] I ’m  lik e , n o — w h a t—  

l ik e - - I  d o n ’t  k n o w -- lik e  I  k n o w  w h a t  th a t  m e a n s  b u t  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  a t th e  sa m e  t im e .” A n d re a  a lso
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f e lt  th a t  th e  w o rd  ‘e x o tic ’ w a s  u s e d  in  a  c o d e d  m a n n e r  to  d ra w  a tte n tio n  to  h e r  d if fe re n c e — in  

o th e r  w o rd s , to  m a rk  h e r  as o th e r . W h e n  I  a sk e d  h e r  w h y  sh e  m a d e  a  fa c e  w h e n  sh e  sa id  th e  

w o rd , sh e  re sp o n d e d :

I  g e t  th a t  all th e  tim e! I  m ea n , i t ’s ju s t - - I  lo o k  d iffe re n t, th a t ’s w h a t  i t  is. A n d  w h e n e v e r  

y o u  lo o k  d if fe re n t  y o u ’re  an  e x o tic  p e rso n . E x o tic  is  a n o th e r  w o rd  fo r  ‘I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t 

th e  h e c k  y o u  a re ’ ty p e  o f  th in g . A n d  I  g e t  i t  a  lo t. B e c a u s e  i t ’s m a in ly  w ith  p e o p le  w h o  

d o n ’t  c a re  to  a sk  w h a t  I  am , th e y ’re  ju s t  l ik e  ‘o h  w o w , y o u  lo o k  so  e x o tic ’ o r  ‘y o u  h a v e  

su c h  an  e x o tic  b a c k g ro u n d .’ A n d  I ’m  lik e , I  d id n ’t  te ll  y o u  m y  b a c k g ro u n d , b u t  O K .

A s  w a s  th e  c a se  w h e n  th e y  d isc u s s e d  b e in g  o n  th e  r e c e iv in g  e n d  o f  ‘o u t th e r e ’ q u e s tio n s , 

th e  in te rv ie w e e s  q u o te d  a b o v e  u s e d  la n g u a g e  m a rk e d  b y  a  se n se  o f  re p e tit io n . C e r ta in  p h ra se s  

w e re  u s e d  b y  m u lt ip le  p a rtic ip a n ts , l ik e  ‘I  g e t th a t  a  lo t . ’ A n d  j u s t  l ik e  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  th e  

‘w h a t  a re  y o u ’ q u e s tio n , th e  w o rd s  c o m m o n ly  u s e d  to  o th e r  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  sp a rk e d  c le a r  

e m o tio n a l re a c tio n s . A n d re a  p u t  a ir  q u o te s  a ro u n d  th e  w o rd  ‘e x o tic ’ a n d  h e r  f ru s tra t io n  w ith  th e  

te rm  w a s  d isp la y e d  o n  h e r  fa c e  a n d  in  h e r  v o ice . A m b e r  d re w  o u t th e  w o rd  in  a  sa tir ic a l w a y , 

im b u in g  it  w ith  r id ic u le . R a c h e l ro lle d  h e r  e y e s  w h e n  sh e  u s e d  it  a n d  e x h a le d  in  a n n o y a n c e . 

P h o e b e  p u t  a ir  q u o te s  a ro u n d  th e  w o rd s  ‘o r ie n ta l’ a n d  ‘m y s t ic a l’ a n d  d ism is s e d  th e  la n g u a g e  as 

“ all th a t  s illy  s tu f f .” In  a d d it io n  to  th e s e  v o c a l a n d  p h y s ic a l m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  as 

o f t-o th e re d  o b je c ts  o f  c u rio s ity , se v e ra l p a r t ic ip a n ts  d re w  a tte n tio n  to  th e  fa c t th a t  th e re  is  a 

ta n g ib le  r e m in d e r  o f  th e ir  s ta tu s  as  o th e r— th e  b o x  th a t  th e y  c h e c k  t im e  a n d  t im e  a g a in  o n  

d e m o g ra p h ic  fo rm s . T h e  im p lic a tio n s  o f  b e in g  a sk e d  to  c h o o se  a  b o x  w ill  b e  d isc u s se d  in  g re a te r  

d e ta il la te r  in  th is  c h a p te r  (a n d  h a v e  b e e n  d isc u s s e d  p re v io u s ly  in  th e  l i te ra tu re - -s e e  K e l lo g g  &  

L id d e ll , 2 0 1 2 ; K in g , 2 0 0 8 ; O z a k i &  Jo h n s to n , 2 0 0 8 ). B u t  th is  e x c h a n g e  w ith  A m b e r  i l lu s tra te s  

h o w  v isc e ra l th e  im p a c t  o f  m a rk in g  o n e s e lf  as o th e r  c a n  be :
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Amber: I’ve always checked ‘Other,’ always that ‘Other’ box...

Steph: And when you do come across ‘the boxes,’ do they elicit any specific reaction? 

Amber: [Inhale, half laugh, words rushing out] Stress and anxiety! I’m just like, 

ugggggggh [long exhale].

The theme discussed above, interrogations and otherings, is characterized by the ways in 

which the participants find themselves caught in the gaze of others. The next theme, passing, not- 

passing, and questions of belonging, takes up the means by which the external gaze expands and 

intersects with systems of racial identity, privilege, and oppression.

Passing, not-passing, and questions of belonging. An astute reader may have noted that 

the findings above were largely culled from the narratives of five of the eight participants. Other 

participants, primarily Isabel and Cassandra, had significantly less experience with interrogations 

and otherings. Their experiences are in part attributable to the sociological phenomenon of 

passing, historically understood as the ability of multiracial Americans to identify with or be 

perceived to belong to the dominant (White) racial group (Ginsberg & Pease, 1996). In modern 

day America, passing is a complex topic, and the term has expanded to encompass dimensions of 

identity other than race (such as gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, ability, class). The 

present section aims to illuminate how passing or not-passing has impacted each participant’s 

sense of self and access to different social spheres, and how such varied experiences of privilege 

and oppression present complicated questions of belonging.

Of the eight participants, four expressed an awareness of having attributes (such as skin 

tone, speech patterns, or access to cultural capital) that allow them to pass for White in certain 

contexts. For some of them, passing had become their usual experience. The very first thing that 

Cassandra told me was “My mom was [Latina] and my dad is [White], and more than often I
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p a ss  fo r  W h ite  v e rs u s  [L a tin a ] . S o  th a t  h a s  b e e n  in te re s t in g  in  so m e  a s p e c ts .” W h e n  I a sk e d  h e r  

to  e la b o ra te  o n  h o w  sh e  u s e d  th e  te rm  p a s s in g , sh e  e q u a te d  p a s s in g  w ith  “ lo o k in g  lik e  y o u  c a n  

p a s s  fo r  W h ite  so  y o u ’re  e ith e r  E u ro p e a n  o r  A m e r ic a n ... J u s t  p a s s in g  fo r  s o m e o n e  w h o  lo o k s  

l ik e  th e y  d o n ’t  h a v e  a n y  c o lo r  in  th e m  w h a ts o e v e r .” S im ila r ly , Isa b e l to ld  m e  e a r ly  in  th e  

in te rv ie w  th a t  “ so m e tim e s  I  ju s t  d e fa u lt  W h ite . A  lo t  o f  th e  t im e  a c tu a lly .” R a c h e l a lso  

c o m m e n te d  e a rly  o n  th a t  “ I ’m  W h ite -p a s s in g ,” a n d  la te r  d e s c r ib e d  h e r s e l f  as “ju s t  p re tty  W h ite ­

lo o k in g .” A n d  A lic e  e x p re s s e d  th a t  “ I  c a n  m o s tly  g o  in  a n y  [rac ia l]  g ro u p  a n d  b le n d  in .”

C a ssa n d ra , I sa b e l, a n d  R a c h e l w e re  all a w a re  o f  th e  p r iv i le g e s  a f fo rd e d  to  th e m  b y  th e ir  

a b ility  to  p a s s  fo r  W h ite . C a s s a n d ra  re c a lle d  an  in s ta n c e  in  w h ic h  sh e  w e n t  to  a c c e s s  g o v e rn m e n t 

s e rv ic e s  a n d  w a s  se rv e d  m o re  q u ic k ly  th a n  p a tro n s  “w h o  o b v io u s ly  lo o k e d  [L a tin o /a ]” . S he  

re c a lle d :

I  lo o k  a ro u n d  a n d  I ’m  th e  o n ly  W h ite - is h  p e rs o n  th e re , a n d — u g h — it m a d e  m e  fee l so 

u n c o m fo r ta b le !  ‘C u z  lik e , all th e s e  o th e r  p e o p le  h a d  b e e n  th e re  fo r  h o u rs , a n d  I  ju s t  c o m e  

in  a n d  g e t  se rv e d  r ig h t  a w a y  a n d  I ’m  lik e , th is  is  so  u n fa ir , I ’m  so  so rry .

L a te r  in  th e  in te rv ie w  I  a sk e d  h e r  a b o u t h e r  e x p e rie n c e s  a t C o a s ta l U n iv e rs i ty  a s  a  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n t, a n d  sh e  a n sw e re d , “ a g a in , I  d o n ’t  fee l l ik e  I  p a s s  as m u lt ira c ia l” a n d  sp o k e  a b o u t g o in g  

th ro u g h  c o lle g e  as a  “W h ite -p r iv i le g e d  g ir l .” Isa b e l r e p e a te d ly  sp o k e  a b o u t h o w  sh e  fe l t  i t  w a s  

im p o r ta n t  f o r  h e r  to  “ re c o g n iz e  t h a t .... I  d id  g ro w  u p  in  a  W h ite  c o m m u n ity , I  so u n d  W h ite , I 

lo o k  W h ite , th in g s  l ik e  th a t .” R a c h e l sh a re d  th e  fo llo w in g :

T h e re ’s n o t  l ik e  an  e v e ry d a y  re m in d e r  th a t  I ’m  n o t  W h ite , o r  th a t  I  am  W h ite , so  I ’m  ju s t  

k in d  o f  l iv in g  m y  life  w ith  th is  W h ite -p a s s in g  p r iv ile g e . A n d  I  th in k  i f  I  w a s  

d a rk e r -s k in n e d  A s ia n , l ik e  so m e  o f  m y  c o u s in s  a re  d a rk e r-sk in n e d , a n d  I ’m  su re  th a t  

th e y ’v e  h a d  to  d ea l w ith  th a t— a n d  I k n o w  fo r  a  f a c t  th a t  th e y ’v e  h a d  to  d ea l w ith  th a t—
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d iffe re n tly  th a n  I  h av e . S o  ju s t  h o w  I ’v e  l iv e d , I  h a v e n ’t  b e e n  c o n s ta n tly  re m in d e d  

‘y o u ’re  n o t  W h i te ’ so  I ’v e  g o tte n  u s e d  to  th in k in g  o f  m y s e l f  as  W h ite . E v e n  th o u g h  I 

k n o w  I ’m  n o t, a n d  I ’v e  b e e n  ta u g h t  th a t  I ’m  no t.

T h e  la s t  se n te n c e  o f  th e  a b o v e  q u o te  f ro m  R a c h e l— “E v e n  th o u g h  I  k n o w  I ’m  n o t 

[W h ite ] , a n d  I ’v e  b e e n  ta u g h t  th a t  I ’m  n o t”—  e n c a p s u la te s  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  W h ite -p a s s in g  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  th a t  I  in te rv ie w e d  n a v ig a te d  c o n f l ic t in g  e x p e rie n c e s  a n d  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  

e m o tio n s  a b o u t th o se  e x p e rie n c e s . R a c h e l, fo r  in s ta n c e , m a y  “ fee l l ik e  I ’m  s u p e r  W h ite ,” b u t  h e r  

n a rra tiv e  a lso  in c lu d e d  m u lt ip le  in s ta n c e s  o f  in te r ro g a tio n s  a n d  o th e r in g s . S h e  ju x ta p o s e d  th e s e  

c o n f l ic t in g  e x p e rie n c e s  in  h e r  o w n  te llin g . S h e  t r a n s la te d  h e r  in te rn a l m o n o lo g u e  w h e n  

e n c o u n te r in g  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  a re  c u r io u s  a b o u t h e r  ra c e  as fo llo w s : “ [T h e y  say] ‘a re  y o u  th is ? ’ 

O r  lik e , ‘y o u  lo o k  so  e x o tic .’ I ’m  lik e , I ’m  j u s t  p re t ty  W h ite  lo o k in g , so .” Isa b e l p o in te d  to  

m o m e n ts  w ith  h e r  m o n o ra c ia l  f r ie n d s  w h o  “ju s t  see  m e  as W h ite ” u n til  “ s o m e th in g  w ill  c o m e  u p  

a b o u t H is p a n ic  p e o p le  a n d  th e y ’ll b e  lik e , ‘O h  y e a h , I  fo rg o t, I s a b e l ’s h a lf -M e x ic a n .’ I ’m  lik e , 

‘N o , n o , n o , S a lv a d o r ia n ’ .” C a s s a n d ra  to u c h e d  o n  b e in g  a sk e d  a b o u t h e r  ra c e  b y  s tra n g e rs , 

w o n d e r in g , “ I d o n ’t  k n o w  i f  th a t  m e a n s  I  lo o k  m o re  [L a tin a ]  th a n  I th in k  I  d o .” A n d  b o th  

C a s s a n d ra  a n d  Isa b e l m e n tio n e d  fe e lin g s  o f  a m b iv a le n c e  a n d  g u ilt  a b o u t th e ir  a b ility  to  p ass. 

C a s s a n d ra  c o m m e n te d  th a t  “ s o m e tim e s  I  d o n ’t  l ik e  th e  fa c t  th a t  I  c a n  p a s s  fo r  W h ite  b e c a u s e  I 

fee l l ik e  i t ’s an  u n fa ir  a d v a n ta g e .” A n d  Isa b e l sh a red :

I  d o n ’t  a lw a y s  b la m e  p e o p le  fo r  lo o k in g  a t m e  a n d  ju s t  b e in g  lik e , ‘y o u ’re  W h ite .’ D o e s  it  

s o m e tim e s  h u r t  a  l it tle  b it, o n  th e  in s id e , m y  lit tle  eg o , b e c a u s e  I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  still b e  

r e c o g n iz e d  in  th e  H is p a n ic  c o m m u n ity ?  I  d o n ’t  n e c e s s a r i ly  b la m e  o th e r  p e o p l e ^  as 

m u c h  as so m e tim e s  I  d o n ’t  re a l ly  l ik e  it, I  u n d e rs ta n d  it.
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C a s s a n d ra  a n d  I s a b e l ’s re m a rk s  b r in g  u p  th e  c ru c ia l q u e s tio n  o f  h o w  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  m a k e  

se n se  o f  th e ir  m u ltip le  ra c ia l id e n tit ie s , a n d  h o w  m u c h  o w n e rsh ip  th e y  h a v e  in  th a t  p ro c e ss , a 

q u e s tio n  th a t  w ill b e  a d d re s s e d  a t le n g th  la te r  in  th is  c h ap te r.

If, fo r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  w ith  W h ite -p a s s in g  fe a tu re s , th e re  is  n o  “ e v e ry d a y  re m in d e r  

th a t  [ th e y ’re] n o t  W h ite ,” th e n  w h a t  o f  th o s e  m u ltira c ia l  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  c a n n o t p a ss?  T h re e  o f  

th e  o th e r  fo u r  p a r tic ip a n ts , A n d re a , P h o e b e , a n d  A m b e r, n o t  o n ly  w e re  u n a b le  to  p a s s  as W h ite  

d u e  to  th e ir  a p p e a ra n c e  b u t  w e re  a lso  ty p ic a lly  u n a b le  to  p a s s  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  a n y  m o n o ra c ia l  

g ro u p . T h is  le f t  a ll th re e  s o m e w h a t in  f lu x  so c ia lly . A n d re a  c o m m e n te d  th a t  “ I  d id n ’t  re a l ly  g e t 

to  f i t  in  a  lo t, b e c a u s e  I  w a s  e ith e r  n o t  A s ia n  e n o u g h  o r  I  w a s  to o  A s ia n .” P h o e b e  sh a re d  th a t  “ I 

k n e w  I w a s n ’t  W h ite  p e r  s e ^  B u t  I  a lso  f e lt  l ik e  I  w a s n ’t  re a l ly  [S o u th e a s t A s ia n ]” b e c a u s e  o f  

h e r  l ig h te r  sk in  to n e . S h e  w e n t  o n  th e  re f le c t  th a t  “ I  n e v e r  re a lly  h a d  a n y  o th e r  p e o p le  th a t  re a lly  

lo o k e d  l ik e  m e  so  w h e n e v e r  I  t r ie d  to  g o  h a n g  o u t w ith  o th e r  p e o p le  o r  m a k e  f r ie n d s  o r  

so m e th in g  I w o u ld  a lw a y s  b e  o n  th e  o u ts id e  o f  th e  g ro u p .” S im ila r ly , A m b e r  “ a lw a y s  h a d  a  h a rd  

t im e  w ith  th e  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  k id s , o r  th e  A s ia n  k id s . N o  o n e  w o u ld  fu lly  e m b ra c e  m e .” 

C o n se q u e n tly , A m b e r  e x p la in e d , “ I  fo u n d  m y s e l f  ju m p in g  a ro u n d  a  lo t, so  w h e n  I d id  e x p e rie n c e  

th a t  s h u to u t I  w o u ld  g o  to  a  d if fe re n t  g r o u p ... I  k in d a  ju s t  f lo a t  a ro u n d .” A  fo u rth  p a rtic ip a n t, 

C h a r lo tte , w a s  n o t  W h ite -p a s s in g , b u t  w a s  o c c a s io n a lly  m o n o ra c ia l ly  B la c k -p a s s in g . 

In te re s tin g ly , ju s t  as Isa b e l u s e d  th e  w o rd  “ d e fa u lt” to  c h a ra c te r iz e  p a s s in g  fo r  m o n o ra c ia l  an d  

W h ite , C h a r lo tte  u se d  th e  w o rd  “ d e fa u lt” to  d e s c r ib e  s itu a tio n s  in  w h ic h  sh e  p a s se d  fo r  

m o n o ra c ia l  a n d  B la c k , as in  o n e  in s ta n c e  w h e re  sh e  v is i te d  a  p ro sp e c tiv e  c o lle g e  a n d  “ th e y  k e p t 

p u s h in g  m e  to  g o  c h e c k  o u t th e  B la c k  S tu d e n t U n i o n _  b u t  fo r  m e  i t  w a s  l ik e  th a t ’s n o t  w h a t  I ’m  

h e re  fo r .” F o r  th e s e  fo u r  p a r t ic ip a n ts  th e ir  e v e ry d a y  e x p e rie n c e s  w e re  in d e e d  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  

re m in d e rs  th a t  th e y  w e re  n o t  c o n s id e re d  W h ite  (e v e n  in  c a se s  w h e re  th e y  h a d  a  W h ite  p a re n t) ,
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a n d  in  th re e  o f  th e ir  c a se s  b y  a d d itio n a l r e m in d e rs  th a t  th e y  fe ll o u ts id e  o f  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  

m a jo r ity .

T h e  th e m e  o f  p a ss in g , n o t-p a s s in g , a n d  q u e s tio n s  o f  b e lo n g in g  is  s ig n if ic a n t b e c a u s e  it  

i llu s tra te s  h o w  v a s t  a n d  v a r ie d  m u ltira c ia l  e x p e r ie n c e s  c a n  b e . I t  a lso  b r in g s  u p  th o rn y , m e ssy  

q u e s tio n s  th a t  w ill  b e  d isc u s se d  a t le n g th  in  C h a p te r  F iv e . F o r  in s ta n c e , fo r  W h ite -p a s s in g  

s tu d e n ts , h o w  d o  th e y  n a v ig a te  m in o r it iz e d  g ro u p  m e m b e rs h ip  w h e n , in  C a s s a n d ra ’s w o rd s , “ I t ’s 

l ik e  I ’m  th e  sa m e  as y o u , b u t  I  d o n ’t  lo o k  l ik e  y o u ” ? S h e  c o n tin u e d , “ A n d  th a t ’s w h e re  I  fee l, n o t 

iso la te d , b u t  a  lit tle  b i t  l i k e ^  I  d o n ’t  h a v e  th e  c o m m o n  [L a tin a] s tru g g le  th a t  th e re  is .” F o r  b o th  

p a s s in g  a n d  n o n -p a s s in g  m u ltira c ia l  p e rso n s , h o w  d o  th e y  c o u n te ra c t  th e  re a lity  th a t  th e y  a re  

m o re  l ik e ly  to  la c k  c e r ta in  c u ltu ra l  m a rk e rs  o r  a c c e s s  ca rd s , l ik e  la n g u a g e ?  Isa b e l, w h o  is  W h ite ­

p a s s in g , o f te n  fe lt  sh u t o u t o f  c o n v e rs a tio n s  w ith  o th e r  L a tin o /a  s tu d e n ts  in  h e r  r e s id e n c e  h a ll, 

b e c a u s e  “w h e n  th e y  s ta r t to  h a v e  l it tle  b a n te r  in  S p a n is h ... I  d o n ’t  re a lly  k n o w  w h a t  th e y ’re  

sa y in g  so m e tim e s . I  th in k  i f  I  w e re  a b le  to  [u n d e rs ta n d  th em ] i t  m ig h t h e lp  th e m  re c o g n iz e  m y  

h e r i ta g e  a n d  th a t  H is p a n ic  s id e  o f  m e  a  l it tle  b i t  m o re .” A n d  sh e  sh a re s  th a t  e x p e rie n c e  w ith  

A n d re a , w h o  is  n o t  a t a ll W h ite -p a s s in g , a n d  w h o  w o u ld  f in d  th a t  m o n o ra c ia l  m e m b e rs  o f  h e r  

ra c ia l id e n tity  g ro u p s  “w o u ld  ta lk  a b o u t th in g s  I  w o u ld n ’t  u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  th e n  th e y  w o u ld n ’t  

e x p la in  i t  to  m e .” B u t  is  th a t  sh a re d  e x p e rie n c e  e n o u g h  to  fo s te r  so lid a rity ?  A n d  h o w  can  

m u ltira c ia l  p e rs o n s  re c o g n iz e  e a c h  o th e r  in  th e  f ir s t  p lac e , s in ce , as C a s s a n d ra  o b se rv e d , “ y o u  

h a v e  p e o p le  w h o  a re  o b v io u s ly  m u l t i r a c i a l^  o r  p e o p le  w h o  a re  w e l l-d is g u is e d  as o n e  ra c e ” ? 

F in a lly , p a s s in g  o r  n o t-p a s s in g  is  m o s tly  p re d ic a te d  o n  h o w  in d iv id u a ls  a re  p e rc e iv e d  fro m  

w ith o u t  ra th e r  th a n  h o w  th e y  a re  p e rc e iv e d  f ro m  w ith in , w h ic h  b r in g s  u s  to  th e  n e x t  se t o f  

f in d in g s .
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Battling for narrative control. T h e  li te ra tu re  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  h a s  sh o w n  th a t  

th e ir  o w n  e ffo r ts  a t s e lf -d e f in i tio n  a re  c o m m o n ly  c h a lle n g e d , d o u b te d , o r  e v e n  o v e rw ritte n  

e n tire ly , w ith  e x te rn a l d e f in i tio n s  im p o s e d  u p o n  th e m  in s te a d  (C h a n g , 2 0 1 6 ; C h a u d h a r i  &  

P iz z o la to , 2 0 0 8 ; K e llo g g  &  L id d e ll , 2 0 1 2 ; K in g , 2 0 0 8 ; M u s e u s  e t a l., 2 0 1 5 ) . C e rta in ly , 

e x p e rie n c in g  in te r ro g a tio n s  a n d  o th e r in g s  c o n tr ib u te s  to  th is  p h e n o m e n o n , as d o  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  

p a s s in g  o r  n o t-p a s s in g . In te rv ie w s  w ith  th is  s tu d y ’s p a r t ic ip a n ts  sh e d  fu r th e r  l ig h t  o n  h o w  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  m a y  f in d  th e m s e lv e s  lo c k e d  in  a  p e rp e tu a l b a tt le  fo r  c o n tro l o f  th e ir  o w n  

n a rra tiv e s . In  so m e  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s ’ s to rie s , c o n te s ta t io n s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity  p la y e d  o u t as 

o v e r t  re fu s a ls  to  a c c e p t  th e ir  a s se r te d  id e n tit ie s . F o r  e x a m p le , A lice , w h o  h a s  a  W h ite  m o th e r  an d  

a  B la c k  fa th e r , re c a lle d  a  t im e  th a t  ra th e r  th a n  v a lid a te  h e r  e x p re s s e d  b ira c ia l  id e n tity , h e r  

p ro fe s s o r  in s is te d  th a t  “ a c c o rd in g  to  th e  U S  c e n su s , y o u ’re  B la c k .” R a c h e l r e c o u n te d  in s ta n c e s  in  

w h ic h  “ p e o p le  d o n ’t  b e lie v e  m e — lik e  so m e o n e  w a s  o n c e  l ik e  ‘th e r e ’s n o  w a y  y o u ’re  [E a st 

A s ia n ] .” C a s s a n d ra  r e m e m b e re d  s p e a k in g  u p  a g a in s t  a n ti- im m ig ra n t  s e n tim e n t a n d  s ta tin g  th a t  

sh e  w a s , in  fac t, L a tin a , o n ly  to  h e a r  “ n o  y o u ’re  n o t” in  re sp o n se . P h o e b e  fo u n d  th a t  “ te c h n ic a lly  

I ’m  n o t A s ia n  to  so m e  p e o p le ,” a n d  th a t  e v e n  a  c lo se  fa m ily  m e m b e r  o n c e  to ld  h e r  “ I  d o n ’t  see  

y o u  as A s ia n .” A n d  Isa b e l sh a re d  th a t  o f te n  “ I ’ll say  o h  I ’m  h a l f  H is p a n ic  a n d  I ’m  h a l f  W h ite  

[an d ] th e y ’ll sa y  ‘G irl, y o u ’re  ju s t  W h ite .”

In  in s ta n c e s  l ik e  th o se  c ite d  a b o v e , th e  d e n ia ls  a re  b o ld  a n d  d irec t. B u t  in te rv ie w e e s  a lso  

e x p e rie n c e d  a  m o re  su b tle  u n d e rm in in g  o f  th e i r  s e lf -d e f in e d  id e n tit ie s , t ra c k e d  th ro u g h  in  v iv o  

c o d in g  as “ o h  s ta te m e n ts .” A m b e r  ex p la in ed :

I ’v e  a lw a y s  h a d  a  h a rd  t im e  w ith  th e  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  k id s , o r  th e  A s ia n  k id s . N o  o n e  

w o u ld  fu lly  e m b ra c e  m e — it  w o u ld  a lw a y s  b e  lik e , ‘o h  w e ll th a t  d o e s n ’t  c o u n t, ‘cu z  

A m b e r ’s n o t  fu ll B la c k ’ o r  ‘o h  s h e ’s n o t  fu ll A s ia n . T h e re  w a s  a lw a y s  th a t  o h  s ta te m e n t.
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“ O h  s ta te m e n ts ” c a n  b e  u n d e rs to o d  as s ta te m e n ts  th a t  u n d e rc u t  an  in d iv id u a l’s a s se r te d  id e n tit ie s  

b y  in tro d u c in g  q u a lif ie rs  o r  b y  o th e rw is e  c o v e rtly  c h a lle n g in g  an  in d iv id u a l’s se lf-im ag e . T h e y  

a re  o fte n , b u t  n o t  a lw a y s , p re c e d e d  b y  an  e x c la m a to ry  “ o h ,” w h ic h  m a y  s ig n a l o b je c tio n , 

su rp r ise , o r  d ism iss iv e n e s s . T h e y  c a n  b e  as s im p le  as  a  “ n o , re a l ly ? ” (a s  e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  

C a ssa n d ra )  o r  a  “ oh , w o w , I  w o u ld ’v e  n e v e r  g u e s s e d ” (as  e x p e rie n c e d  b y  A n d re a ). T h e y  m a y  n o t 

a lw a y s  a im  d ire c tly  a t a  p e r s o n ’s id e n tity  c la im s , b u t  in s te a d  m ig h t ta rg e t  th e  m a rk e rs  

s u rro u n d in g  th o se  c la im s . F o r  in s ta n c e , P h o e b e  re c a lle d  “ g e tt in g  in to  a  h u g e  a rg u m e n t w ith  o n e  

o f  m y  f r ie n d s  w h o  sa id  th e  P h ilip p in e s  w a s n ’t  A s ia n . A n d  th e y  k in d  o f  g o t to  m e  b e c a u s e  i t ’s 

lik e , w h a t  a m  I  th e n ? ” C h a r lo tte  re m a rk e d  th a t  “ I ’v e  b e e n  to ld  b y  d a rk e r -s k in n e d  p e o p le  th a t  [I] 

c a n ’t  ca ll [m y se lf]  d a rk -s k in n e d .” A n d  “ o h  s ta te m e n ts ” c a n  p la y  o u t a c ro ss  a ll c a te g o rie s  o f  

so c ia l life , as in  an  in s ta n c e  re m e m b e re d  b y  Isa b e l in  w h ic h  a  m o n o ra c ia l  L a t in a  f r ie n d  w h o  

k n e w  th a t  b o th  Isa b e l a n d  h e r  ro o m m a te  id e n tif ie d  as b ira c ia l  ta g g e d  th e m  in  a  so c ia l m e d ia  p o s t  

c a p tio n e d , “ I  m is s  m y  W h ite  f r ie n d s .”

B e c a u s e  th e y  n e v e r  k n e w  e x a c tly  w h a t  ty p e s  o f  n a rra tiv e  b a tt le s  th e y  m ig h t b e  e n g a g e d  in  

o n  an y  g iv e n  d ay , th e  s tu d e n ts  I  s p o k e  to  h a d  la rg e ly  g ro w n  a c c u s to m e d  to  n a v ig a tin g  c o n s ta n tly  

sh if t in g  c o n te x ts . A s  A n d re a  sa id , “ I  k n o w  th e  d if fe re n t  re a c tio n s  I  c a n  g e t .” A  q u e s tio n  I  a sk e d  

o f  all o f  p a rt ic ip a n ts  w a s , “H o w  d o  y o u  fee l o th e rs  see  y o u  in  te rm s  o f  y o u r  r a c e ? ” M u lt ip le  

p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ re s p o n s e s  s ig n a le d  th a t  th e  a n s w e r  v a r ie d  f ro m  p e rs o n  to  p e rs o n  a n d  m o m e n t to  

m o m e n t. A s  R a c h e l sa id , “ I t  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  p e rs o n .” A  v e rb a l c o n s tru c tio n  u s e d  b y  sev era l 

p a r t ic ip a n ts  th a t  sp o k e  to  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  c o n te x tu a l sh if ts  w a s  “ so m e  p e o p le  th in k  I ’m ... 

a n d  th e n  so m e  p e o p le  th in k  I ’m . . .   R a c h e l o b s e rv e d  th a t  in  a d d it io n  to  e n c o u n te r in g  a  w id e  

ra n g e  o f  re s p o n s e s  f ro m  p e rs o n  to  p e rso n , “ I t  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  s itu a tio n .” F o r  in s ta n c e , C a ssa n d ra , 

R a c h e l, a n d  Isa b e l ty p ic a lly  re c e iv e d  d if fe re n t  re sp o n se s  w h e n  th e ir  la s t  n a m e s  w e re  sa id  o r
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k n o w n , a n d  Isa b e l, P h o e b e , C h a r lo tte , A m b e r, a n d  A n d re a  fo u n d  th a t  w h e re  th e y  w e re  l iv in g  

a n d /o r  t ra v e ll in g  a lte re d  tre n d s  in  h o w  o th e rs  s a w  th em . C o n te x t  a lso  p ro v e d  to  b e  a  s ig n if ic a n t 

d e te rm in in g  fa c to r  in  h o w  th e y  p re s e n te d  th e m s e lv e s  to  o th e rs . A s  C h a r lo tte  e x p la in e d , “W h e n  

I ’m  w ith  c e r ta in  p e o p le  th e y  d o n ’t  re a lly  k n o w  w h a t  [A fro -L a tin a ]  m e a n s  so  i t ’s u s u a lly  e a s ie r  to  

ju s t  g o  d e fa u lt  a n d  ju s t  say  ‘y e a h , I ’m  B la c k .” Isa b e l ta lk e d  a b o u t h o w  p re s e n tin g  h e r s e l f  as 

b ira c ia l  w a s  “ h a rd [e r]  in  c e rta in  s e tt in g s ” th a n  o th e rs . A n d  A m b e r  e x p re s s e d  th a t  so m e tim e s  h e r  

w il l in g n e s s  to  a s se r t  h e r  id e n tity  s im p ly  “ d e p e n d s  o n  m y  m o o d .”

A s  w a s  d isc u s s e d  in  th e  se c tio n  o n  in te r ro g a tio n s  a n d  o th e r in g s , th e  c u m u la tiv e  e ffe c t o f  

h a v in g  o n e ’s id e n tity  c o n tin u a lly  l it ig a te d  a n d  re l i tig a te d  is  o n e  o f  e n o rm o u s  re p e tit io n . F o r  

se v era l o f  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts , su c h  re p e tit io n  e lic ite d  re s p o n s e s  o f  f ru s tra t io n  a n d  fa tig u e . 

R e s p o n d e n ts  w e re  t ir e d  o f  h a v in g  to  c o n v in c e  o th e rs  th a t  th e y  a re  w h o  th e y  say  th e y  are . A s  

C a s s a n d ra  e x p re sse d , “W h e n e v e r  [I] g o  so m e w h e re , f o r  m e  I  c o n s ta n tly  fee l I  h a v e  to  p ro v e  I ’m  

[L a tin a ] . L ik e , I  w a s  b o rn , I  c o m e  f ro m  a  [L a tin a ]  b a c k g ro u n d , th e re fo re  I  am . I  s h o u ld n ’t  h a v e  

to  p ro v e  a n y th in g .” A n d re a  sh a re d  th a t  “ h a v in g  to  l is t  o u t” a ll o f  h e r  d if fe re n t  b a c k g ro u n d s  to  

o th e rs  “ g e ts  te d io u s . A n d  y o u  d o  g e t t ire d  o f  a n s w e r in g  th e  sa m e  q u e s tio n s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in .” 

R a c h e l e x c la im e d  th a t  sh e  h a d  to  re l iv e  th e  sa m e  e n c o u n te rs  t im e  a f te r  tim e , a n d  th a t  i t  b e c a m e  

so m e th in g  “ I  h a d  to  d ea l w ith  j u s t  fo r  e x is t in g .” T h e  fo llo w in g  e x c h a n g e  a d d re s s e d  h e r  

w e a r in e s s , b o rn e  o f  d o z e n s  o f  t in y  n a rra tiv e  b a ttle s :

S tep h : ‘T h a t  y o u  h a d  to  d ea l w ith  ju s t  fo r  e x is t in g .’ T e ll m e  m o re .

R a c h e l: J u s t  lik e , i f  I  w a s  b o rn , i f  I  w a s  ra is e d  d iffe re n tly , i f  I  w a s  o n ly  W h i te . . .  A n d  i f  I 

h a d  m e t s o m e o n e  w h o  I c o u ld n ’t  te ll  w h a t  th e y  w e re  I  p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  b e  lik e , ‘y o u ’re  

n o t  W h ite , b u t  y o u ’re  n o t  q u ite  so m e th in g  e lse . W h a t  a re  y o u ? ’ I ’d  p ro b a b ly  d o  th e  sa m e
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thing, so I don’t hold it against people that much. I just see it as [exasperated voice] I 

have to tell someone again, I have to teach someone again. [Emphasis is the speaker’s] 

Steph: That motion you did [extending your arms on each ‘again’], and that big exhale, it 

sounds tiring.

Rachel: It is tiring!

Steph: What’s tiring about it?

Rachel: You know how people switch careers? It’s like I’ve been doing this for 20 years, 

so I kind of want to switch careers and not have to explain myself anymore to strangers 

or acquaintances, but I can’t. So I’m just looking at the rest of my life... And I’m like, I 

just feel like I’m just going to be stuck in this career, this dead-end career, forever. 

Rachel’s observation likening the task of explaining and re-explaining her identity to a 

dead-end career demonstrates how multiracial students find themselves employed in the never- 

ending work of convincing others. To illustrate how flatly tedious such work can be, I employed 

a method adapted from Gilligan et al.’s (2003) Listening Method. Gilligan et al. (2003) 

recommend using the words of interview participants to form what they call “I Poems.” Starting 

with Amber’s conceptualization of “oh statements,” I instead opted to form an “oh poem,” 

presented below. Every line in the poem was taken directly from interview transcripts, as I 

wished for the participants’ words to stand for themselves. Each of the first four stanzas are 

composed of a different participant’s words; the final stanza contains utterances made by 

multiple participants.
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F ig u re  4.1 

A n  “ O h  P o e m ”

“ T h e  N e v e r -E n d in g  W o rk  o f  C o n v in c in g  O th e rs ,” b y  R a c h e l, I sa b e l, C h a r lo tte , a n d  A m b e r

O h  y o u ’re  ju s t  W h ite
O h  y o u  lo o k  k in d  o f  A s ia n
O h  th e r e ’s n o  w a y  y o u ’re  C h in e se .

O h  y o u ’re  ju s t  W h ite
O h  y e a h , I  fo rg o t, I s a b e l ’s h a l f  M e x ic a n
O h , y o u  W h ite  g irl.

O h  y o u ’re  m ix e d  w ith  s o m e th in g  
O h  I  d o n ’t  re a l ly  l ik e  B la c k  g irls  
O h , I  d o n ’t  see  co lo r.

O h  A m b e r ’s o n ly  h a l f  B la c k
O h  s h e ’s n o t  fu ll A s ia n
O h  y o u ’re  b e in g  v e ry  B la c k  r ig h t  n o w .

O h  th a t  d o e s n ’t  c o u n t w ith  h e r  
O h  w e ll th a t  d o e s n ’t  c o u n t b e c a u se  
O h  th a t  d o e s n ’t  co u n t.

T h e  f in a l f in d in g  th a t  e m e rg e d  in  c o n s id e r in g  th e  th e m e  o f  b a tt l in g  fo r  n a rra tiv e  c o n tro l 

w a s  th e  d e g re e  o f  v a r ia n c e  in  h o w  th e  in te rv ie w e e s  re s p o n d e d  to  th e  e n d le s s  c h a lle n g e s  le v ie d  a t 

th e ir  id e n tity  c la im s . W h ile  c o d in g , I  id e n tif ie d  a  se t o f  c o n tra p u n ta l v o ic e s  (G ill ig a n  e t a l., 

2 0 0 3 ): v o ic e s  o f  s e lf -c e r ta in ty  a n d  v o ic e s  o f  ca p itu la tio n . T h e se  v o ic e s  s p o k e  to  h o w  th e  

p a r t ic ip a n ts  re a c te d  to  e x te rn a l im p o s itio n s  o f  id en tity . D id  th e y  re je c t  th e m ?  R e fu te  o r  re n o u n c e  

th e m ?  Ig n o re  th e m ?  A llo w  th e m  to  e ro d e  th e ir  o w n  c la im s?  G iv e  in  to  th e m  e n tire ly ?  W h e n  

c o n s id e r in g  th e s e  v o ice s , i t  is  v ita l to  re m e m b e r  th a t  s e lf -d e s c r ip tio n  is  a lw a y s  a  d if f ic u lt  ta s k  

(w h e n  c o n fro n te d  w ith  th e  q u e s tio n  “ T e ll m e  a b o u t y o u rs e lf ,” h a l f  o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  re m a rk e d  

th a t  i t  w a s  a  “ h a rd  q u e s tio n ” ). I t  is  a lso  im p o r ta n t  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  b o th  v o ic e s  c a n  (an d  d id )  

e m e rg e  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u rse  o f  a  s in g le  in te rv ie w .
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In  so m e  m o m e n ts , in te rv ie w e e s  p u s h e d  b a c k  a g a in s t id e n tity  c h a lle n g e rs . R a c h e l, fo r  

e x a m p le , re s p o n d e d  to  a  p e rs o n  w h o  sa id  “ th e r e ’s n o  w a y  y o u ’re  [E a s t A s ia n ]” b y  fo rc e fu lly  

re p ly in g , “ I  k n o w  w h a t  I  a m .” S h e  re s p o n d e d  to  a n o th e r  p e rso n , w h o  to ld  h e r  “ o h  y o u ’re  so  

e x o tic ,” b y  say in g , “ I ’m  ju s t  R a c h e l.” E a r ly  o n  in  th e  in te rv ie w  sh e  to ld  m e , “ I  k n o w  w h o  I  am , I 

h a v e  a  s tro n g  se n se  o f  se lf .” C a s s a n d ra  a s se r te d  h e r s e l f  to  a  p e e r  w h o  sa id  “ n o  y o u ’re  n o t 

[L a tin a ]” b y  a n s w e rin g  “ Y e a h  I am , y o u  w a n n a  b e t?  I ’ll sh o w  y o u  I ’m  [L a tin a ] .” C h a r lo tte  

e x p re s s e d  s im ila r ly  se lf-c e r ta in ty , n o t  o n ly  a b o u t h o w  sh e  sa w  h e rse lf , b u t  h o w  o th e rs  sa w  her. 

S h e  d e sc r ib e s  h e r s e l f  as A fro -L a tin a  b e c a u s e  “ I  fee l l ik e  th a t  te rm  f its  fo r  m e .” W h ile  C h a r lo tte  

a c k n o w le d g e s  th a t, w ith  m o s t  o f  h e r  p e e rs , “ I ’m  B la c k  to  th em . I  k n o w  I  a m ,” sh e  fe lt  th a t  “ I 

r e s p e c t  m y s e l f  an d  I  k n o w  w h a t  I ’m  a b o u t.” F o r  he r, “ I f  y o u ’re  an  im p o r ta n t  p e rs o n  in  m y  life  

th e n  y o u  u n d e rs ta n d  h o w  I  id e n tify .” A m b e r  e x p re s s e d  th a t  sh e  in te n d s  to  te ll  h e r  fu tu re  c h ild ren , 

w h o  w ill  a lso  b e  m u ltira c ia l, w h a t  sh e  tr ie s  to  te ll  h e rse lf : “ I  c a n  te ll  th e m  fro m  a  y o u n g  a g e  th a t  

th is  is  w h a t ’s g o n n a  h a p p e n , b u t  ju s t  t ry  to  p u sh  i t  a s id e . J u s t  b e  m in d fu l o f  w h o  y o u  a re  a n d  k e e p  

b e in g  y o u rs e lf .” A n d re a  re m e m b e re d  th a t  h e r  m o th e r , w h o  is  a lso  m u lt ira c ia l, h a d  g iv e n  h e r  

s im ila r  a d v ic e , le ttin g  h e r  k n o w  th a t  “ n o  m a tte r  w h a t, I  w a s  s till m e .” O n e  in te rv ie w e e , A lice , 

a tte m p te d  to  a v o id  id e n tity  c o n te s ta t io n s  all to g e th e r , s ta tin g , “ I  see  m y s e l f  as m y  o w n  p e rso n . 

K in d  o f  l ik e  a  s e p a ra te  id e n tity , j u s t  lik e , A lice . Ju s t, th a t ’s w h o  I  a m .”

In  o th e r  m o m e n ts , in te rv ie w e e s  sh a re d  d o u b ts  th a t  e x te rn a l p e rc e p tio n s  a n d  p re s s u re s  h a d  

s p a rk e d  in  th em . A n d re a  sh a re d  th a t, e sp e c ia l ly  in  h e r  y o u n g e r  y e a rs , h e r  p e e r s ’ c o m m e n ts  “ d id  

h u r t  m y  s e n se  o f  s e lf  a n d  m y  se n se  o f  b e lo n g in g  b e c a u s e  I  w o u ld n ’t  k n o w  w h e re  I  w o u ld  

b e lo n g .” S h e  c o n tin u e d , “ I  w o u ld n ’t  lo o k  l ik e  th e  p e o p le  I  w a n te d  to  b e lo n g  w ith , b u t  th e  p e o p le  

w h o  I  d id  b e lo n g  w ith  th o u g h t I  w a s n ’t  e n o u g h  o f  w h a t  I  w a s .” C a s s a n d ra  e x p la in e d  th a t  

“ s o m e tim e s  I  fee l lik e , as if, s in c e  I  c a n  p a s s  as W h ite  I  fee l l ik e  I ’m  p re te n d in g . B u t  th a t ’s so rt
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o f  an  o d d  fee lin g . B e c a u s e  lik e , n o , I  know I ’m  b o th , b u t  y o u  lo o k  a t m e  a n d  i t  d o e s n ’t  fee l lik e  

y o u  c a n  see  b o th .” A n d  Isa b e l sh a re d  th a t  “ a lth o u g h  I  am  v e ry  p ro u d  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  I  am  b ira c ia l  

a n d  th a t  I  am  h a l f  H is p a n ic ...  o th e r  p e o p le , e sp e c ia lly  o th e r  H is p a n ic  p e o p le , k in d  o f  o n ly  see  m e  

as W h ite  a n d  I  d o n ’t  re a lly  g e t  to  o w n  th a t  I  am  H is p a n ic  s o m e tim e s .” S he  c o n tin u e d , “ I ’ll say , 

o h  I ’m  h a l f  H is p a n ic  a n d  I ’m  h a l f  W h ite  [an d ] th e y ’ll say  ‘G irl, y o u ’re  j u s t  W h ite .’ A n d  

so m e tim e s , a  lo t  o f  th e  tim e , I  d o n ’t  re a l ly  c h a lle n g e  th a t. I ’m  ju s t  l ik e  y e a h , y o u  k n o w , y o u ’re  

r ig h t .” W h e n  I  a sk e d  h e r  i f  sh e  c o u ld  te ll  m e  w h y  sh e  d o e s n ’t  c h a lle n g e  th e ir  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  he r, 

sh e  sa id :

I  fee l l ik e  th e y  w ill a lw a y s  h a v e  a  re a s o n — h o w  d o  I  say  th is ? — I fee l l ik e  I  w o n ’t  w in . 

L ik e  I  w o n ’t  w in  th e m  o v e r . . .  W h e n e v e r  I  e n v is io n  m y s e l f  h a v in g  a  c o n v e rs a tio n  w ith  

s o m e o n e  w h o  is  a  fu ll [L a tin o /a ] . . .  i f  th e y  w e re  to  ju s t  to ta lly  lab e l m e  as W h ite . .  a n d  I 

w a s  l ik e  ‘h ey , I ’m  a lso  h a l f  H is p a n ic ,’ I  a lw a y s  see  th e m  sa y in g  ‘y e a h , b u t  y o u  g re w  u p  

W h ite . Y o u ’v e  b e e n  w h ite w a sh e d . Y o u  d o n ’t  sp e a k  S p a n ish . A ll th e s e  th in g s  k in d  o f  

a g a in s t it. A n d  I d o n ’t  re a l ly  h a v e  a n y th in g  to  say  b a c k . B e c a u s e  all o f  th o s e  th in g s  a re  

tru e . I  m ea n , o f  c o u rse  i t  d o e s n ’t  ta k e  a w a y  f ro m  th e  fa c t th a t  I ’m  s till h a l f  H is p a n ic ... 

b u t  I  fee l l ik e  I  d o n ’t  h a v e  a n y th in g  e lse  to  s a y ... to  m a k e  th e m  b e lie v e .

In  th is  e x c e rp t  o f  I s a b e l’s in te rv ie w  th e  b a tt le  fo r  n a rra tiv e  co n tro l tu rn s  in w a rd , as tw o  se ts  o f  

v o ic e s , o f  s e lf -c e r ta in ty  (e .g ., “ I ’m  still h a l f  H is p a n ic ” ) c o m p e te  a n d  c o e x is t  w ith  v o ic e s  o f  

c a p itu la t io n  (e .g ., “ A ll o f  th o se  th in g s  a re  t ru e ” ). A n d  w h ile  o n e  se t o f  v o ic e s  m a y  sp e a k  m o re  

lo u d ly  in  th e  en d , “ th e  th in g s  th a t  [m o n o ra c ia l p e rso n s ]  say  d o  h a v e  an  im p a c t  o n  h o w  

m u ltira c ia l  p e o p le  fee l a b o u t th e m s e lv e s ,” a c c o rd in g  to  A n d re a .

Embracing the AND. P e rh a p s  in  r e s p o n s e  to  re c e iv in g  so  m u c h  c o m p e tin g  in p u t o n  th e ir  

id e n tity  c la im s , se v e ra l o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  in te rv ie w e d  fo r  th is  s tu d y  m a d e  th e  m o v e  to w a rd s
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e m b ra c in g  th e  A N D . R a th e r  th a n  su c c u m b in g  to  th e  n o tio n  th a t  th e y  h a d  to  c h o o se  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  

th e ir  ra c ia l h e r i ta g e  o v e r  a n o th e r , th e y  o f te n  c h o se  to  a s se r t  a n d  re a s s e r t  th a t  th e y  w e re  a b le  

e m b o d y  m u lt ip le  a sp e c ts  o f  th e m s e lv e s  s im u lta n e o u s ly . A lic e  g ro u n d e d  th is  c h o ic e  in  th e  d a ily  

re a lity  o f  h e r  fa m ily  life . W h e n  a sk e d  to  d e c la re  h e r  race , “ I  w o u ld  m a rk  m u lt ip le  b o x e s . I  w o u ld  

n e v e r  j u s t  p ic k  o n e ^  w h y  d o  I  g o tta  le a v e  o u t m y  d a d  o r  m y  m o m ? ” O th e r  in te rv ie w e e s  e c h o e d  

h e r  o b je c tio n  to w a rd s  ‘j u s t  p ic k [ in g ]  o n e .’ A n d re a  rem a rk e d , “ I  ju s t  h a v e , lik e , all th e s e  d if fe re n t 

th in g s  a n d  i t ’s lik e  ‘c h o o se  o n e ! ’, a n d  I c a n ’t  re a l ly  c h o o se  o n e .” A m b e r  e x p la in e d , “ I ’v e  a lw a y s  

id e n tif ie d  as B la c k  a n d  [E a s t A s ia n ] , o r  a lw a y s  m u ltira c ia l  o r  b ira c ia l . I ’v e  n e v e r  b e e n  l ik e  ‘oh , 

I ’m  B la c k ’ o r  ‘oh , I ’m  [E a s t A s ia n ] .’ H o n e s tly , I  d o n ’t  fee l I ’m  one o f  th e m . I  fee l lik e  I ’m  

b o th .” R a c h e l sa id  sh e  a lw a y s  e m p lo y s  an  A N D  w h e n  in tro d u c in g  h e r  ra c ia l id e n tity  to  o th e rs , 

sa y in g  “ I ’m  [E a s t A s ia n ]  a n d  [E u ro p e a n ] ’ o r  ‘I ’m  A s ia n  a n d  I ’m  J e w is h .” C h a r lo tte  c h o se  to  

d e sc r ib e  h e r s e l f  as A fro -L a tin a  b e c a u s e  “ it k in d  o f  su m s u p  h o w  I  fee l a b o u t m y s e l f ...  j u s t  th e  

B la c k  a n d  th e  H is p a n ic  p a r t  a n d  e m b ra c in g  b o th  o f  m y  c u ltu re s .” S h e  c o n tin u e d , “ I  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  

sh u n  e ith e r  s id e  o f  w h o  I  a m .” A n d  P h o e b e  re m a rk e d , “ I ju s t  am  w h a t  I  am . I ’v e  n e v e r  rea lly , 

y o u  k n o w , s e p a ra te d  it  o u t.”

F o r  so m e  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e d  s tu d e n ts , e m b ra c in g  th e  A N D  c o in c id e d  w ith  a  p iv o t  to w a rd s  

p r id e , in  so m e  c a se s  a f te r  m a n y  y e a rs  s p e n t fe e l in g  le s s  th a n  c o n f id e n t  a b o u t th e i r  rac ia l 

id e n tit ie s . F o r  in s ta n c e , C a s s a n d ra  sh a re d  th a t, c o m p a re d  to  w h e n  sh e  w a s  y o u n g e r , “ n o w  I ’m  

k in d  o f, m o re  p ro u d  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  I  am  b o th  [W h ite  a n d  L a t in a .]” A n d re a  re c a lle d  th a t  

“ g ro w in g  u p , I  w a s  c o n fu s e d  a b o u t w h a t  to  p u t  m o s t  o f  th e  t im e  w h e n  i t  c a m e  to  ra c e  an d  

e th n ic ity ,” b u t  “ ty p ic a lly  n o w  I ’m  p re tty  o p e n  w ith  sa y in g  e v e ry th in g  th a t  I  am . A n d  I ’m  m o re  

c o m fo r ta b le  w ith  i t .” A s  s h e ’s ag ed , e m b ra c in g  “ e v e ry th in g  th a t  I  a m ” h a s  b e c o m e  in te rw o v e n  

w ith  h e r  se n se  o f  se lf. In  fac t, sh e  c a rr ie s  a  p h y s ic a l re m in d e r  o f  h e r  m ix e d -n e s s  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a
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ta t to o  o n  h e r  s h o u ld e r  th a t  “ m ix e [s ] ...  n a tiv e  ta t to o  sy m b o ls ” f ro m  d if fe re n t  p a r ts  o f  h e r  h e ritag e . 

F o r  A n d re a , it  s y m b o liz e s  h o w  sh e  is  n o w  a b le  to  “j u s t  m e s h  e v e ry th in g  to g e th e r  a n d  th a t ’s w h o  

I  a m .” C h a r lo tte  a lso  sh a re d  th a t  f in d in g  th e  r ig h t  m o d e  o f  e x p re s s io n  fo r  h e r  ra c ia l id e n tity  w a s  a 

p ro c e s s , sa y in g  th a t  sh e  fo u n d  th e  te rm  A fro -L a t in a  w h e n  “ I  w a s  p ro b a b ly  a b o u t 18. It to o k  m e  a 

w h ile . F o r  m e , it  w a s  a lw a y s  th is  k in d  o f  in -b e tw e e n  w h e re  I  h a d  to  c h o o se . I  w a s  e ith e r  L a tin a  

o r  I  w a s  e ith e r  B la c k .” E m b ra c in g  A fro -L a tin a  as a  d e s c r ip to r  a llo w e d  h e r  m o re  n a rra tiv e  

co n tro l: “ I  fee l l ik e  A fro -L a tin a  is  th e re  to  f i t  w h a te v e r  re a lm  I  w a n t  i t  to  fit, fo r  m e .” I t  a lso  

a llo w e d  h e r  to  e x p re s s  p r id e  in  a  n e w  w a y . S h e  c o n tin u e d , “N o w , i t ’s k in d  o f  lik e , I  th in k  

b e c a u s e  I  fo u n d  th e  te rm  A fro -L a tin a , i t  m a k e s  m e  k in d  o f  p ro u d . L ik e , y e a h , I ’m  L a tin a  and 

B la c k . I  am  — I ’m  lik e  W o n d e r  W o m a n .”

A n  a d d itio n a l f in d in g  re la te d  to  e m b ra c in g  th e  A N D  w a s  th e  fa c t  th a t  m a n y  o f  th e  

p a r t ic ip a n ts  fe lt  th a t  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  m u lt i-n e s s  w e re  an  a s se t  w h e n  i t  c a m e  to  th e ir  

u n iv e rs ity  s tu d ie s . R a c h e l sa id  th a t  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  “ ta u g h t  m e  to  b e  o p e n -m in d e d  a n d  ta u g h t  m e  

to  k n o w  th a t  th e re  a re  d if fe re n t  p e o p le  w ith  d if fe re n t  b a c k g ro u n d s  a n d  s tru g g le s .” C o n se q u e n tly , 

sh e  fe l t  th a t  sh e  w a s  a b le  to  ta k e  a  w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  c o u rse s  in  h e r  l i te ra tu re  m a jo r , a n d  e v e n  i f  th e  

s u b je c t m a tte r  “ m a y  n o t  id e n tify  w ith  m e  p e rs o n a lly ” v a r ie d  p e rs p e c tiv e s  w e re  “v e ry  in te re s t in g  

a n d  re a lly  r e w a rd in g  fo r  m e .” A m b e r  f e l t  s im ila rly , re m a rk in g , “ I l ik e  h a v in g  d if fe re n t  c u ltu re s . I 

fee l l ik e  I ’m  m o re  o p e n -m in d e d  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  to  d e a lin g  w ith  o th e r  p e o p le .” L ik e w ise , A lic e  

e x p re sse d , “ I  fee l l ik e  [b e in g  m u ltira c ia l]  k in d  o f  h e lp s  y o u  h a v e  a  m o re  w e ll- ro u n d e d  

u n d e rs ta n d in g . M a y b e  n o t  o f  all c u ltu re s , b u t  a t le a s t  b e  a b le  to  m a y b e  u n d e rs ta n d  o th e rs  in  a 

w a y .” A n d re a  fe lt  th a t  “ w h a t  I  c a n  b r in g  to  m y  s tu d ie s  [is] th e  fa c t th a t  I  c a n  k in d  o f, h o w  d o  I 

w o rd  th is?  I  c a n  g iv e  th e m  a  d if fe re n t  p e rs p e c tiv e  th a n  th e y ’re  u s e d  to .” M o re o v e r , h e r  

e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  n a v ig a t in g  v a r ie d  c o n te x ts  le d  h e r  to  o b se rv e  th a t  “ th e y  ta lk  a b o u t h o w  y o u
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h a v e  to  p u t  o n  m a s k s  a t d if fe re n t  so c ia l in te ra c tio n s  th a t  y o u ’re  in . I  c a n  d o  th a t  in  a  lo t  o f  

d if fe re n t  w a y s . S o  I  th in k  th a t ’s a  p lu s  th a t  I  c a n  b r in g .” Isa b e l a lso  ta lk e d  a b o u t h e r  a b ility  to  

a d a p t to  th e  s itu a tio n  a t h a n d , h a v in g  “b e e n  a b le  to  see  tw o  v e ry  d if fe re n t  e n v iro n m e n ts  g ro w in g  

u p ,” n a m e ly  “ th is  v e ry  l i t t le  W h ite  to w n  I  g re w  u p  in  w ith  m y  m o m _  a n d  th e n , y o u  k n o w , b e in g  

a b le  to  g o  see  m y  d a d  l iv in g  in  a  v e ry  ru ra l p a r t  o f  [ la rg e  C a lifo rn ia  c ity ] s u rro u n d e d  b y  H is p a n ic  

p e o p le .” S h e  re a so n e d , “ S o  I  th in k  b e in g  a b le  to  see  b o th  e x p e rie n c e s  h a s  k in d  o f  h e lp e d  m e  a  lo t 

in  m y  a c a d e m ic s .”

C h a p te r  5 w ill  d isc u s s  a t g re a te r  le n g th  h o w  e m b ra c in g  th e  A N D  c a n  e m p o w e r  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  to  d e fy  c a te g o r iz a tio n  a n d  re s is t  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  n o rm . B e fo re  w e  g e t  th e re , 

h o w e v e r , w e  n e e d  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  f in d in g s  p re s e n te d  in  th is  c h a p te r ’s f in a l sec tio n , w h ic h  

e lu c id a te s  th e  ro le  o f  sc h o o ls  a n d  sc h o o lin g  in  th e  l iv e s  o f  th is  s tu d y ’s p a rtic ip a n ts .

The significance of schooling. In  s p e a k in g  w ith  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts , i t  b e c a m e  c le a r  th a t, fo r  

m a n y  o f  th e m , th e ir  se n se  o f  w h o  th e y  w e re , a n d  th e i r  re f le c t io n s  o n  h o w  th e y  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  

th e ir  s e lf- im a g e s , w e re  c lo se ly  t ie d  to  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  in  sch o o l. O n ly  o n e  o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  I 

u s e d  in  m y  in te rv ie w  p ro to c o l a sk e d  d ire c tly  a b o u t sch o o l e x p e rie n c e s , a n d  i t  w a s  a  q u e s tio n  

sp e c if ic a lly  a b o u t th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s  a t C o a s ta l U n iv e rs ity . M o re o v e r , I  a lw a y s  a s k e d  i t  in  th e  

la t te r  h a l f  o f  an  in te rv ie w . N e v e r th e le s s , m u lt ip le  p a r t ic ip a n ts  sp o k e  e a r ly  a n d  o f te n  o f  th e ir  t im e  

in  sc h o o l a n d  h o w  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  sc h o o lin g  in fo rm e d  th e ir  c o n c e p tio n s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  

id e n tity . In  an  a tte m p t to  a d d re s s  w h y  sch o o l w a s  so  c e n tra l to  th e  s to r ie s  o f  so  m a n y  

p a r tic ip a n ts , I  o f fe r  se v e ra l p o s s ib ili tie s , e a c h  illu s tra te d  b y  a n e c d o te s  o r  o b s e rv a tio n s  ta k e n  

d ire c tly  f ro m  th e  in te rv ie w  tra n sc r ip ts .
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School is where dominant narratives, including narratives about race, are 

(re)produced.

Isab e l: W e  re a lly , in  m y  h e a d , in  m y  e x p e rie n c e , w e  o n ly  h a v e , lik e , fo u r  o r  f iv e  race s , 

y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I  m e a n ?  W e  h a v e  lik e : W h ite , B la c k , so m e  so rt  o f  H is p a n ic  (a n d  fo r  a  lo t  

o f  p e o p le  th a t  d e fa u lt  is  j u s t  M e x ic a n ) , a n d  th e n  A s ia n  a n d  M id d le  E a s te rn .

A lice : E v e n  w h e n  I w a s  a  l it tle  g irl, in  e le m e n ta ry  sc h o o l, fo r  l ik e  th e  S ta n fo rd  9 

[ s ta n d a rd iz e d  te s t] , I  w o u ld  m a rk  m u lt ip le  b o x e s . I  w o u ld  n e v e r  ju s t  p ic k  o n e . A n d  I  to ld  

m y se lf , e v e n  w h e n  I  w a s  y o u n g e r , I  w a s  g o n n a  g o  to  th e  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  c o m p la in . 

A m b e r: I  r e m e m b e r  o n  m y  S A T s in  h ig h  sc h o o l, l ik e  w e  all h a v e  to  p ic k  a  b o x  a n d  I 

r e m e m b e r  m y  c o lle g e  c o u n s e lo r  a t th e  tim e , h e  sa id  p ic k  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  ‘c u z  th a t  

m a k e s  y o u  a  m in o r ity  a n d  th a t  lo o k s  b e tte r . So, I  w a s  lik e , r ig h t  w h e n  h e  sa id  th a t  I  w a s  

l ik e  m m m m m  [g ro a n s]. I  h a d  th is  lik e , th is  in te rn a l co n flic t. I  w a s  l ik e  th a t  d o e s n ’t  so u n d  

r ig h t  to  m e , ju s t  a u to m a tic a lly  th is  d o e s n ’t  so u n d  o k , so  I  w a s  j u s t . ..  I  r e m e m b e r  b e in g  

re a l ly  h u r t  b y  th a t.

School is where students learn where they (do or do not) fit into the prevailing 

narratives.

P h o e b e : W h e n  I w e n t  to  sc h o o l - I  w e n t  t o ________________ E le m e n ta ry  S ch o o l - so  i t  w a s

a  lo t  o f  B la c k  k id s , a n d  I k n e w  th a t  th e y  w e re  B la c k  b e c a u s e  th e y  lo o k e d  B la c k . A n d  

th e re  w e re  a  lo t  o f  M e x ic a n  k id s , o r  H is p a n ic  k id s , a n d  I  k n e w  th e y  w e re  M e x ic a n  o r  

H is p a n ic  b e c a u s e  th e y  sp o k e  S p a n ish  a n d  th e y  lo o k e d  H is p a n ic  a n d  M e x ic a n . B u t  th e re  

w a s  re a lly  o n ly , o n ly  a  v e ry  sm a ll h a n d fu l o f  s tu d e n ts  th a t  lo o k e d  l ik e  m e.

A n d re a : I t  w a s  d if f ic u lt  to  f in d  k in d  o f  a  p la c e  fo r  m e  to  f i t  in  as a  k id . A n d  o n c e  I  g o t to  

h ig h  sc h o o l i t  k in d  o f  g o t  b e tte r  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  in  sp o rts  so  w e  w o u ld  g o  to  d if fe re n t
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places and we got interactions with other areas. But it was still kind of hard to hear the 

things [my peers] were talking about. Because we would go back to where I’m from, we 

would play [inner-city schools], and they would be like ‘oh my gosh this place is so 

ghetto, I don’t wanna ever come back here, I don’t know why we play their division.’ 

And I was—I would just kinda sit back. And I would just listen.

School (may) provide opportunities for students to explore how they see themselves. 

Amber: I started to experience, or be aware of, my bi-racialness in elementary school. 

Phoebe: I didn’t know I was Filipina until I went to high school.... I think it was an 

English project... And there was this thing where we had to put down the country we 

were from. And I was putting down Germany, Ireland, England, Finland, Sweden, blah 

blah blah, all that stuff in Europe and then I was like holding the little sticker and I was 

looking at China and I was like, ‘I’m not Chinese. And I’m not Indian, and I’m not 

Indonesian. And I’m not Japanese.’ And then I saw the Philippines and I was like ‘oh 

shit! I’ve been confused! ’ So I put it down on the Philippines... And then I’m like ‘oh 

shit, I’m Filipina!? I’m not just some blanket Asian term or something.’

School provides opportunities for students to learn how other people see them, which 

may or may not align with how they see themselves.

Rachel; I was in elementary or middle school, and some older adult person just said ‘Oh 

you’re so pretty and you’re so exotic.’ And I’m like, I’m just Rachel. I’m just living my 

life in school. Because exoticism to me is foreign, and I was born in the US, and I only 

know English and the limited US history that I was taught. So it doesn’t align with the 

word’s connotation.
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Andrea; That was hard when I was into art, and I was trying to become an art minor. It 

was difficult because most of the time, when I was in community college, I had 

professors who would say things like ‘Oh why don’t you put your ethnic background into 

your artwork?’ And I would be like, that’s not what I want to do, so I’m not going to.

And they would see my artwork as something different than what I wanted it to be. And 

they would try to change it so that I had to be Asian, or I had to put in that [Pacific 

Islander] background, or something like that.

School demonstrates to students that they may not always be in control of their own 

(counter) narratives.

Charlotte; I’ve filled out [school] forms before where I’ll put of Hispanic and 

Latino background and then they’ll ask for the race and I’ll put Black and they’ll 

completely wipe out the Hispanic part and just focus on the Black part, and it’s like 

wait— but—no—‘cuz they think you can only be Hispanic or you can be Hispanic White 

but that’s not, that’s really not how that works.

Amber: So once the whole multiracial subject came up [in a psychology class] I just felt 

this [mimes heads turning toward her] awkward—like ‘oh no it’s gonna happen’—and 

the professor’s like ‘does anyone have any stories they wanna talk about?’ and I’m just 

like ‘[exhale] oh no, no no no no no no no.’ And I remember the girl sitting next to me, 

Caucasian girl, around my age, early 20s, and she’s like, ‘Do you wanna talk about it?’ 

I’m just like [inhale, pause] I just remember that day I had to call my dad I was sooo 

[pause] I felt like my skin was on fire that that actually happened to me. Like, I’ve heard 

about that and thought oh that’s never going to happen but then it actually happened to 

me and I was like—I was shocked. I was like ok, I was actually really pissed off. But of
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c o u rse , to  th e  p ro fe s so r , I  w a s  l ik e  I ’m  ju s t  g o n n a  ig n o re  th e  s tu d e n t a n d  [p o lite  v o ice ]  

‘S u re  I ’ll ta lk  a b o u t i t . ’ B u t  I  f e lt  l ik e  c o m m u n ic a tin g  m y  fe e lin g s  a n d  th o u g h ts —  

e v e ry b o d y  in  th e  c la s s  w a s  ju s t  lik e  ‘o k ’ b u t  th e y  c o u ld n ’t  u n d e rs ta n d , th e re  w a s  n o  

c o n n e c tio n .

School may do all of the above at once.

A lice : T h e  th in g  in  h ig h  sch o o l. I t w a s  ju n io r  y e a r. W e  h a d  a  u n i t  o n  rac e , a n d  b a s ic a lly  

w h a t  th e  te a c h e rs  w a n te d  u s  to  d o -- th e y  to o k  th e  e n tire  ju n io r  c la s s  in to  th is  a u d ito r iu m . 

A n d  th e n  th e y  w a n te d  to  s e p a ra te  u s  in to  g ro u p s  b y  race . S o , a ll th e  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  

s tu d e n ts  w e n t  th is  w ay , y o u  k n o w , an d  A s ia n s , a n d  w h a t  h a v e  y o u . B a s ic a lly  f ro m  th a t, 

th e y  to ld  u s  to  lo o k  a ro u n d  a n d  it  w a s  l ik e  ‘O h  o u r  f r ie n d s  a re  in  d if fe re n t  c liq u e s , so 

w h a t  d o  w e  d o ? ’ A n d  m e  b e in g  b o th , I ’m  lik e , d o  I  g o  w ith  th e  W h ite  s tu d e n ts  o r  d o  I  go  

w ith  th e  B la c k  s tu d e n ts?  I  m a d e  a  m is ta k e  th a t  day . I  w a s  w e a r in g  c o rn ro w s ... A n d  I  h a d  

a  B la c k  S tu d e n t U n io n  t - s h ir t  on . So, m y  m is ta k e  w a s  th a t  I  w e n t  to  th e  W h ite  g ro u p , an d  

I  w a s  still w e a r in g  th a t. B u t  th e y  still w e re  lik e , ‘Y o u ’re  B la c k , g o  to  th e  B la c k  g r o u p .’ I 

g u e s s  i t  w a s  th e i r  w a y  o f  try in g  to  te a c h  u s  a b o u t race .

T h e  s tu d e n t  n a rra tiv e s  d isp la y e d  a b o v e  s p e a k  to  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  th e  tra n s m is s io n  o f  le s s o n s  in  

sc h o o l h a p p e n s  o ff ic ia lly  a n d  u n o ff ic ia lly . F ig u re  4 .2  i llu s tra te s  th is  p h e n o m e n o n .
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Figure 4.2

How School Teaches Us That We Are Other 
- Formally

How do you identify your race?
Please choose one:

O White or Caucasian
O Black or African-American
O Hispanic, Latino, or of Spanish origin
O Asian or Pacific Islander
O Native American or American Indian
O Middle Eastern
O Other

How School Teaches Us That We Are Other 
- Informally

How do others identify your race?
Please select a ll that apply:

O Gringa
O Morena
O Mutt
O Oriental
O Mystical
O Foreign
O Exotic

In Figure 4.2, the box on the left represents the officially-sanctioned collection of 

students’ demographic information prior to standardized tests, on school application and 

enrollment forms, and so forth. The box on the right represents comments that multiracial 

students might hear in a school setting (from peers, teachers, administrators, or the parents of 

other students). All of the words used in the right-hand box are words that interviewees had been 

called in the past.

What of the interviewees’ present experiences with schooling in a university setting? Half 

of participants felt much more positively about their experiences at Coastal University than they 

did about their earlier educational experiences. Andrea, Rachel, Charlotte, and Phoebe all 

described Coastal using similar language. Andrea stated that “at [Coastal] it’s way more 

welcoming, I think, than everywhere else that I’ve been.” Rachel observed that “This is a super 

liberal, open-minded, welcoming, very inclusive campus. They make a point to be like, we 

accept everyone.” Charlotte commented, “I feel welcome here... it’s been a welcoming 

experience, I will say that, it’s been different than experiences I’ve had at other schools.” And 

Phoebe said simply, “It’s very welcoming.” Even those participants who expressed more
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a m b iv a le n c e  a b o u t th e ir  t im e  a t C o a s ta l in d ic a te d  th a t  i t  w a s  b e tte r  th a n  o th e r  sch o o l se ttin g s  

th e y  h a d  k n o w n . C a s s a n d ra  m u se d , “ I  fee l l ik e  th e re  is  d iv e rs ity  [o n  c a m p u s ] .” Isa b e l f e lt  th a t  “ a t 

[C o a s ta l]  i t ’s a  l it tle  b i t  b e t te r ...  I  h a v e  g o tte n  m o re  re c o g n itio n  h e re , b e c a u s e  I  th in k  th e r e ’s a  lo t  

o f  d if fe re n t  ty p e s  o f  p e o p le  h e re  in  c o m p a r is o n  to  w h e re  I  g re w  u p .” A n d  A m b e r  re f le c te d , “ I 

fee l l ik e  e sp e c ia lly  w ith  th is  sc h o o l I ’v e  p u t  m o re  e ffo rt, t im e , m o re  o f  a  r e la tio n s h ip  in to  th is  

s c h o o l.” M o re  o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ fe e l in g s  a b o u t C o a s ta l U n iv e rs i ty  w ill  b e  e x p lo re d  in  C h a p te r  

F iv e , in  th e  ‘R e c o m m e n d a tio n s ’ sec tio n .

Conclusion

T h is  c h a p te r  in tro d u c e d  th is  s tu d y ’s e ig h t  p a r tic ip a n ts :  A lice , A n d re a , R a c h e l, C h a rlo tte , 

P h o e b e , I s a b e l , A m b e r ,  a n d  C a ssa n d ra . U s in g  th e ir  o w n  w o rd s  as m u c h  as p o s s ib le , th is  c h a p te r  

a im e d  to  p re s e n t  f iv e  th e m e s  th a t  a ro se  a f te r  in te rv ie w in g , t ra n s c r ib in g , a n d  c o d in g  p ro c e s s e s  

w e re  c o m p le te d . T h e se  th e m e s  are: in te r ro g a tio n s  a n d  o th e r in g s ; p a s s in g , n o t-p a s s in g , an d  

q u e s tio n s  o f  b e lo n g in g ; b a tt l in g  f o r  n a rra tiv e  c o n tro l; e m b ra c in g  th e  A N D ; a n d  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  

o f  sc h o o lin g . In d iv id u a l p a r t ic ip a n ts  m a y  h a v e  h a d  s im ila r, d iffe re n t, c o m p le m e n ta ry , o r  

c o n tra d ic to ry  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  th e  s ta te d  th e m e s .

C o n se q u e n tly , th is  c h a p te r  h a d  tw o  s e c o n d a ry  a im s. T h e  f ir s t  w a s  to  h o n o r  th e  ra n g e  o f  

e x p e rie n c e s  r e c o u n te d  b y  th e  s tu d e n t p a rtic ip a n ts . E a c h  in te rv ie w e e  w a s  h e r  o w n  p e rs o n  an d  

liv e d  h e r  m u lt ira c ia li ty  in  h e r  o w n  w a y . T h is  c h a p te r  so u g h t to  a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  fa c t b y  

a llo w in g  o r ig in a l, c o n tra p u n ta l v o ic e s  to  eb b  a n d  f lo w  th ro u g h o u t. T h e  se c o n d  a im  w a s  to  re p o r t  

f in d in g s  in  a  w a y  th a t  d id  n o t  o b s c u re  th e  h u m a n ity  o f  th e  p a rtic ip a n ts . N o n - tra d itio n a l  m e th o d s  

o f  d a ta  r e p re s e n ta tio n  w e re  u s e d  to  a c h ie v e  a lig n m e n t w ith  th is  goa l.

In  th e  n e x t  c h a p te r , I  e m b a rk  o n  a  d is c u s s io n  o f  h o w  th e  f in d in g s  p re s e n te d  h e re in  re la te  

to  la rg e r  s tru c tu ra l a n d  th e o re tic a l  c o n v e rsa tio n s . T o  b r id g e  b e tw e e n  th is  c h a p te r  a n d  th e  n e x t, I
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le a v e  th e  re a d e r  w ith  th e  fo llo w in g  th o u g h t:  m y  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n , as o r ig in a lly  c o n c e iv e d , w as: 

W h a t  a re  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  in  a  c o lle g e  se ttin g ?  A f te r  

h e a r in g  th e  s to r ie s  o f  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts , I  w o n d e r  i f  a  m o re  a p p ro p r ia te  q u e s tio n  m ig h t h a v e  b een : 

W h a t  a re  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts ’ e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  sy s te m s  o f  sc h o o lin g ?
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Chapter 5 

Discussion

C h a p te rs  O n e , T w o , a n d  T h re e  p ro v id e d  th e  n e c e s s a ry  c o n te x t  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th is  

p ro je c t’s u n d e rta k in g . T h e y  ta c k le d , re s p e c tiv e ly , th e  re s e a rc h  p ro b le m (s )  I  w is h e d  to  a d d re ss , 

th e  e x is t in g  l i te ra tu re  o n  th e  su b je c t, a n d  th e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c h o ic e s  I  m a d e  w h e n  a c tu a liz in g  

m y  re se a rc h . C h a p te r  F o u r  in tro d u c e d  th e  s tu d y ’s p a r t ic ip a n ts  a n d  th e  f in d in g s  th a t  e m e rg e d  

th ro u g h  lis te n in g  to  th e ir  s to rie s . A f te r  c o lle c tin g , tra n s c r ib in g , a n d  c o d in g  e ig h t m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n ts ’ n a rra tiv e s , f iv e  th e m e s  e m e rg ed . D o c u m e n te d  in  C h a p te r  F o u r , th e  f iv e  th e m e s  w ere : 

in te r ro g a tio n s  a n d  o th e r in g s ; p a ss in g , n o t-p a s s in g , a n d  q u e s tio n s  o f  b e lo n g in g ; b a tt l in g  fo r  

n a rra tiv e  co n tro l; e m b ra c in g  th e  A N D ; a n d  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  sc h o o lin g . M o re o v e r , C h a p te r  

F o u r  d e m o n s tra te d  th e  ra n g e  a n d  r ic h n e s s  o f  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t e x p e rie n c e , as e a c h  s tu d e n t’s 

s to ry  c o n ta in e d  w ith in  i t  m u lt i la y e re d  v o ic e s  w h ic h  a t t im e s  c o n v e rg e d  w ith , d e p a rte d  fro m , an d  

e v e n  c o n tra d ic te d  o th e r  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ s to ries .

C h a p te r  F iv e , th e n , b e g in s  w ith  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th e re  is  n o  s in g le  s to ry  th a t  

c a p tu re s  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t  e x p e rie n c e . T h is  c h a p te r  a im s  to  d isc u s s  th e  f in d in g s  p re s e n te d  in  

C h a p te r  F o u r , c o n te x tu a liz in g  a n d  c o n c e p tu a liz in g  th e m  w ith in  la rg e r  th e o re tic a l  f ra m e w o rk s . A s  

m e n tio n e d  in  C h a p te rs  T w o  a n d  T h re e , th is  s tu d y  ta k e s  th e  e p is te m o lo g ic a l s ta n c e  o f  s ta n d p o in t 

th eo ry . F ro m  a  s ta n d p o in t th e o r is t ’s p e rsp e c tiv e , w h a t  m a tte rs  is  s itu a te d  k n o w le d g e : e a c h  

p e r s o n ’s s ta n d p o in t, th e ir  p o s it io n  in  th e  w o r ld , th e ir  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  so c ia l re la tio n s  an d  

h ie ra rc h ie s  o r  p o w e r, in fo rm s  h o w  an d  w h a t  th e y  k n o w . A d d itio n a lly , th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  th e  

so c ia lly  m a rg in a l (u su a lly  u n d e rs to o d  as  w o m e n , as s ta n d p o in t th e o ry  o r ig in a te d  in  fe m in is t  

re se a rc h ; in  th is  s tu d y  u n d e rs to o d  as m u ltira c ia l  sh e s)  c a n  m a k e  v is ib le  h id d e n  n o rm s . I  w ill a lso  

b e  m a k in g  u s e  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  a n d  c o n c e p ts  o f  M u ltiC r it , an  o f fs h o o t o f  C ritic a l R a c e  T h e o ry  

(C R T ). M u lt iC r it  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  H a rr is  (2 0 1 6 )  in  o rd e r  to  b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d  m u ltira c ia l
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p e rs o n s ’ ra c ia l iz e d  e x p e rie n c e s . H a r r is  (2 0 1 6 )  id e n tif ie d  e ig h t  te n e ts  o f  M u ltiC r it , to  b e  k e p t  in  

m in d  th ro u g h o u t th is  ch a p te r: c h a lle n g e s  to  a h is to r ic ism , in te re s t  c o n v e rg e n c e , e x p e rie n tia l 

k n o w le d g e  o f  p e o p le  o f  co lo r , c h a lle n g e s  to  d o m in a n t id e o lo g ie s , th e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m , 

ra c is m /m o n o ra c is m /c o lo r is m , d iffe re n tia l  m ic ro -ra c ia liz a t io n , a n d  in te rse c tio n s  o f  m u lt ip le  rac ia l 

id e n tit ie s . I  w ill u s e  th e s e  tw o  th e o re tic a l  f ra m e w o rk s  to  a n c h o r  d is c u s s io n  a ro u n d  a  c e n tra l 

q u e s tio n : H o w  c a n  w e  c o n c e iv e  o f  a  m u ltira c ia l  ‘u s ’?

Discussion

“ I t ’s lik e , I ’m  th e  sa m e  a s  y o u , b u t  I  d o n ’t  lo o k  l ik e  y o u .” -C a s sa n d ra

“ I th in k  i t  [ f ig u rin g  o u t w h e re  to  f it  in ] w ill  b e  w ith  m e  fo re v e r. B e c a u s e  th e r e ’s n o t  re a lly  
a  sp o t, o r  a  la rg e  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le , o f  h a lf -W h ite , h a lf -S a lv a d o ra n .” -Isa b e l

“ S o  i t ’s e x c itin g  to  see, lik e , o n e  o f  m e ^  b u t  i t ’s a lw a y s  o n ly  h a l f  o f  m e .” -P h o e b e

I c h o se  to  o p e n  th e  d isc u s s io n  w ith  th e s e  th re e  s ta te m e n ts  b e c a u s e  th e y  i l lu s tra te  so m e  o f

th e  d if f ic u ltie s  in h e re n t  in  c o n c e iv in g  o f  a  m u ltira c ia l  “u s ,” m u ltira c ia l  so lid a rity , o r  e v e n  a

sh a re d  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity . A s  b o th  th e  l ite ra tu re  re v ie w e d  in  C h a p te r  T w o  a n d  th e  f in d in g s

o u tlin e d  in  C h a p te r  F o u r  h a v e  d e m o n s tra te d , n a v ig a tin g  o n e ’s r a c ia l iz e d  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  id e n tity

as a  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t is  p ro fo u n d ly  c o m p le x . T h e  d isc u s s io n  w ill  c e n te r  a ro u n d  th re e

c o m p lic a tin g  fa c to rs  th a t  m u s t  b e  c o n s id e re d  w h e n  c o n te m p la tin g  a  m u ltira c ia l  “u s ” : th e

m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m , th e  q u e s tio n  o f  w h a t  m u lt ira c ia li ty  lo o k s  lik e , a n d  th e  “P O C  q u e s tio n .”

The monoracial paradigm. T h e  re if ic a tio n  o f  r a c e  in  th e  m o d e rn  U S  la n d s c a p e  h a s  le d

to  w h a t  M u lt iC r i t  te rm s  “ a  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m  o f  r a c e ” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 8 0 3 ) th a t  is  re in fo rc e d

b y  d o m in a n t id e o lo g ie s . O n e  o f  th e  th e m e s  a d d re s s e d  in  C h a p te r  F o u r  w a s  b a tt l in g  fo r  n a rra tiv e

c o n tro l, w h e re in  th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  in te rv ie w e d  fo u n d  th e ir  id e n tit ie s  c o n te s te d  b y

in d iv id u a ls  c o n d it io n e d  to  v ie w  ra c e  as d isc re te  a n d  re if ie d . S tu d e n ts  fo u n d  th a t  “ju s t  fo r

e x is t in g ” (R a c h e l) , ju s t  b y  b e in g  m u lti, th e y  c o n fo u n d e d  o th e rs . M u lt iC r it  t ie s  th is  p h e n o m e n o n
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d ire c tly  to  th e  n o rm in g  o f  m o n o ra c ia lity , fo r  “ m o n o ra c ia l  u n d e rs ta n d in g s  o f  ra c e  c a u se  

in d iv id u a ls  a n d  in s t i tu t io n s  to  p la c e  a  m o n o ra c ia l  id e n tity  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts ” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , 

p. 8 0 4 ). A s  A n d re a  p u t  it, “ I  th in k  i t ’s j u s t  lik e , b e a t  in to  p e o p le ’s m in d s  h e re  in  th e  U S  th a t  

th e r e ’s sp e c if ic  th in g s  th a t  p e o p le  a re , a n d  th e r e ’s u s u a lly  n o t  m ix e s . S o  th e y  l ik e  to  c a te g o riz e  

u s .” M u lt iC r it  la b e ls  su c h  p ro c e s s e s  “ e x te rn a l c la s s if ic a t io n s .” E x te rn a l c la s s if ic a tio n s  m a y  b e  

m a n ife s t  o n  an  in d iv id u a l lev e l, as  w h e n  I s a b e l ’s p e e rs  d e c la re d  th a t  sh e  w a s  “ju s t  W h ite ” o r  

C h a r lo tte  e x p re s s e d  “ I ’m  B la c k  to  th em . I  k n o w  I  a m .” A d d itio n a lly , e x te rn a l c la s s if ic a t io n s  m a y  

b e  m a d e  a t th e  in s ti tu tio n a l lev e l, i l lu s tra te d  b y  th e  w a y  in  w h ic h  A m b e r  f e lt  c o n s tra in e d  to  c h e c k  

o n e  b o x  o n ly  fo r  c o lle g e  a d m is s io n s  o r  C h a r lo t te ’s fe e l in g  th a t  sh e  w a s  e x p e c te d  to  m a k e  u s e  o f  

s tu d e n t  s e rv ic e s  d e s ig n e d  fo r  th e  (m o n o ra c ia l)  B la c k  s tu d e n t p o p u la t io n  d u r in g  a  c o lle g e  v is i t .

A n d  th e y  m a y  e v e n  b e  im p o s e d  o n  in d iv id u a l a n d  in s ti tu tio n a l le v e ls  a t  o n ce , a n d  in  th e  

m o s t  in tim a te  p ro x im itie s . O f  th e  e ig h t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  I  in te rv ie w e d , s e v e n  h a d  m o n o ra c ia l  

p a re n ts  -  o n ly  A n d re a  h a d  p a re n ts  w h o  h a d  a lso  l iv e d  as m u ltira c ia l  p e rso n s . In  se v e ra l c ases , 

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  w e re  e x te rn a lly  c la s s if ie d  as m o n o ra c ia l  e v e n  w ith in  th e ir  o w n  fam ilie s . F o r  

in s ta n c e , in  C h a r lo t te ’s rec o lle c tio n s :

G ro w in g  u p  [w ith  m y  d ad ] i t  w a s  l ik e  a  B la c k  m a n tra , l ik e  y o u ’re  B la c k  a n d  y o u ’re  p ro u d  

a n d  y o u ’re  B la c k  a n d  y o u ’re  p ro u d . It w a s  k in d a  l ik e - -b u t  m y  m o m  i s n ’t  B la c k , so  w h a t 

d o e s  th a t  m a k e  m e?  [...] S o  i t  w a s  k in d  o f  w e ird  g ro w in g  u p  th a t  h e  w a s  v e ry  o n e -s id e d  

a b o u t th e  w h o le  s itu a tio n  w h e n  h e  h a d  m u ltira c ia l  k id s . B u t  I  g u e s s  h e  d o e s n ’t  see  u s  as 

m u ltira c ia l.

In  C h a r lo t te ’s e x p e rie n c e , th e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m  w a s  d o m in a n t b o th  in  th e  in s t i tu t io n  o f  h e r  

fa m ily  a n d  in  th e  in d iv id u a l  m e n ta li ty  o f  h e r  fa th e r. I t a lso  e x te n d e d  to  h e r  s ib lin g s . C h a r lo tte  

e x p la in e d , “W h e n  I  to ld  [m y  s ib lin g s]  ‘H e y , I ’m  A fro -L a tin a  so  th a t  m a k e s  y o u  A f ro -L a t in o ,’
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th e y  w e re  l ik e  ‘N o , I ’m  B la c k .” T h e ir  r e s p o n s e  p o in ts  to  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  p re v a ilin g  m o n o ra c ia l  

p a ra d ig m  m a y  “ a lso  fo rc e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  to  id e n tify  as m o n o ra c ia l” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 80 4 ), 

as m u ltira c ia l  p e rs o n s  m a y  c o n s c io u s ly  o r  u n c o n s c io u s ly  e n g a g e  in  “ in te rn a l c la s s if ic a t io n s .”

In  s p e a k in g  w ith  th is  s tu d y ’s p a r tic ip a n ts , i t  b e c a m e  c le a r  th a t  in  m a n y  w a y s  th e ir  v ie w s  

o n  a n d  c o n c e p tu a liz a t io n s  o f  ra c e  w e re  sh a p e d  b y  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m . A s  Isa b e l sa id , “ I 

see  m y s e l f  d o in g  i t  s o m e tim e s  to o , w ith o u t  n o tic in g  i t ^  w e  ju s t  k in d  o f  c la s s ify  p e o p le  b y  race , 

y o u  k n o w ? ” I a tte n d e d  to  th is  p h e n o m e n o n  in  m y  fin a l c o d in g  s tep  b y  lis te n in g  fo r  c o n tra p u n ta l 

v o ic e s  w ith in  th e  s tu d e n t n a rra tiv e s . O n e  se t o f  c o n tra p u n ta l v o ic e s  th a t  I  l is te n e d  fo r  w a s  v o ic e s  

th a t  re ify  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  n o rm  a n d  v o ic e s  th a t  r e s is t  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  n o rm . W h e n  I  re v ie w e d  th e  

t ra n s c r ip ts , I  fo u n d  th a t  o n ly  tw o  p a r t ic ip a n ts  sp o k e  in  v o ic e s  th a t  re s is te d  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  n o rm  

m o re  o f te n  th a n  in  v o ic e s  th a t  re if ie d  it. T h re e  o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  sp o k e  in  b o th  v o ic e s  w ith  a b o u t 

e q u a l f re q u e n c y , a n d  th re e  re l ie d  h e a v ily  o n  v o ic e s  th a t  re if ie d  ra c e  a n d  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  

p a ra d ig m . M u lt iC r i t  p o s its  th a t:

T h is  fo rc e d  id e n tity  c h o ic e  a n d  e ra su re  o c c u r[s ]  b e c a u s e  le g a l a n d  so c ia l sy s te m s  a re  se t 

u p  in  w a y s  th a t  d is c o u n t th e  c o m p le x it ie s  o f  v a r io u s  rac ia l r e p re s e n ta tio n s  a n d  fo rc e  

in d iv id u a ls  to  a s s ig n  th e m s e lv e s , o r  b e  a s s ig n e d  to ,  a  c a te g o ry  th a t  m a y  n o t  b e  th e ir  

p r im a ry  id e n tity  (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 805 ).

S o m e  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e d  s tu d e n ts  w e re  a b le  to  ca ll in to  q u e s tio n  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m  

an d , in  d o in g  so, c o u n te r  so m e  o f  i ts  d o m in a n t id e o lo g ie s . R a c h e l, fo r  e x a m p le , r e c o g n iz e d  th a t  

m a n y  o f  th e  in te r ro g a tio n s  a n d  o th e r in g s  sh e  e x p e r ie n c e d  w e re  a  re s u lt  o f  a  w id e s p re a d  in a b ili ty  

“ to  ta lk  a b o u t a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  ra c e  o u ts id e  o f  a  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m ” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 804 ). S he  

c o m m e n te d , “M o s t  o f  th e  t im e  w h e n  p e o p le  a sk  [a b o u t m y  id e n tity ]  i t ’s ju s t  lik e , ‘I  d o n ’t  k n o w  

h o w  to  c a te g o riz e  y o u ’ . A n d  I ’m  lik e , ‘O k , b u t  y o u  d o n ’t  re a lly  h a v e  to .” S h e  w e n t  o n  to  s ta te ,
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fo rc e fu lly , “P e o p le  a re  n o t  ju s t  o n e  ra c e .” S im ila r ly , C h a r lo tte  to ld  m e  h e r  d e f ia n c e  o f  c o m m o n ly  

h e ld , m o n o ra c ia l ly -b a se d  s te re o ty p e s  “ k in d a  th ro w s  p e o p le  off. T h e y ’re  k in d  o f  lik e , w e ll, h o w  

d o  w e  f i t  y o u  in to  th is  b o x ?  A n d  I ’m  l ik e  h a h a  jk - -y o u  c a n ’t  f i t  m e  in  a  b o x !” S h e  w e n t  o n  to  say , 

“ Y o u  k n o w , th e r e ’s a  b u n c h  o f  p e o p le  l ik e  m e  in  th e  w o r ld .” I  w o u ld  p o s it  th a t  R a c h e l a n d  

C h a r lo t te ’s a b ility  to  see, to  say , to  k n o w  th a t  id e n tit ie s  e x te n d  b e y o n d  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m  

sp e a k s  to  th e  e n g a g e m e n t th e y  h a v e  w ith  th e ir  s ta n d p o in ts . B y  c r it ic a lly  e x a m in in g  th e ir  o w n  

e x p e rie n c e s , th e y  h a v e  “ d e v e lo p e d  th e  in te rp re tiv e  h e u ris tic s  n e c e s s a ry  to  u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  to  

n a v ig a te  d im e n s io n s  o f  th e  so c ia l a n d  n a tu ra l w o r ld  th a t  th e  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  p r iv i le g e d  ra re ly  

e n g a g e , o r  a re  in v e s te d  in  a v o id in g ” (W y lie , 2 0 1 2 , p. 63 ). B u t  th is  d e v e lo p m e n t h a s  ta k e n  tim e ; 

C h a p te r  F o u r  sp o k e  to  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  se v e ra l p a r t ic ip a n ts  c a m e  to  e n g a g e  w ith  a sp e c ts  o f  

th e ir  ra c ia l iz e d  id e n tit ie s  o n ly  re c e n tly  a n d  as  w o rk s - in -p ro g re s s . S o , s till, th e  m o n o ra c ia l  

p a ra d ig m  s ta n d s  a s  o n e  o b s ta c le  to  a  m u ltira c ia l  “ u s .” H o w  c a n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  e s ta b lish  a 

se n se  o f  sh a re d  id e n tity  w h e n  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m  lim its  th e  la n g u a g e  a v a ila b le  an d  m a k e s  

i t  d if f ic u lt  fo r  th e m  to  a r tic u la te  th e ir  ‘m u lt i ’ id e n tity  to  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  to  o th e rs?

What does multiraciality look like? N o tio n s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  so lid a r ity  a n d  c o m m u n ity  

a re  a d d it io n a lly  c o m p lic a te d  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  m a y  h a v e  d if f ic u ltie s  f in d in g  o r  

m e e tin g  o n e  a n o th e r . In  C h a p te r  T h re e  I  to u c h e d  o n  th e  fa c t  th a t  re c ru it in g  fo r  th is  s tu d y  w a s  

c h a lle n g in g , in  p a r t  b e c a u se , as I  m e n tio n e d  to  o n e  in te rv ie w e e , “ I  [d id n ’t] k n o w  h o w  to  f in d  

u s !” M y  re c ru it in g  h u rd le s  w e re  p a r t ia l ly  a ttr ib u ta b le  to  C o a s ta l’s in s ti tu tio n a l re l ia n c e  o n  th e  

m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m . A s  o f  th is  w r itin g , n o  s tu d e n t  c lu b s , o rg a n iz a tio n s , o r  se rv ic e s  th a t  I  o r  an y  

in te rv ie w e e  k n e w  o f  c a te re d  s p e c if ic a lly  to  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts . T h is  sh o rtfa ll w ill  b e  d isc u s se d  

fu r th e r  in  th e  “R e c o m m e n d a tio n s ” sec tio n . I  w a s  a lso  s tru c k  b y  th e  s im p le  c o n u n d ru m  o f  n o t 

b e in g  a b le  to  “ te l l” i f  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  I  e n c o u n te re d  c a su a lly  w e re  m u ltira c ia l. C h a p te r  F o u r ’s
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p re s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  th e m e  o f  p a ss in g , n o t-p a s s in g , a n d  q u e s tio n s  o f  b e lo n g in g  sp o k e  b r ie f ly  o f  

th is  p h e n o m e n o n . A s  C a s s a n d ra  sa id , “ Y o u  h a v e  p e o p le  w h o  a re  o b v io u s ly  m u lt ir a c ia l .... o r  

p e o p le  w h o  a re  w e ll-d is g u is e d  as o n e  ra c e .” In  m a n y  in s ta n c e s , w e  s im p ly  d o  n o t, o r  c a n n o t, see  

e a c h  o th e r. In d e e d , m u lt ip le  p a r t ic ip a n ts  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e ir  o w n  liv e d  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  

in te r ro g a tio n s  a n d  o th e r in g s  d is s u a d e d  th e m  fro m  a sk in g  q u e s tio n s  th a t  w o u ld  h e lp  th e m  id e n tify  

m u ltira c ia l  p ee rs . A s  R a c h e l sa id , “W h e n  I  m e e t  s o m e o n e  a n d  th e y ’re  ju s t  l ik e  ra c ia lly  

a m b ig u o u s  I ’m  lik e , I  w o n d e r  w h a t  th e y  a r e ^  B u t  I  u s u a lly  d o n ’t  a s k  th e m  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ’t  w a n t 

to - -b e c a u s e  I  k n o w  h o w  th a t  fee ls , to  h e a r  ‘W h a t  a re  y o u ? ” A m b e r, A n d re a , a n d  P h o e b e  

s im ila r ly  m e n tio n e d  th a t  th e y  a v o id  a sk in g  o th e rs  ‘W h a t  a re  y o u ’? A n d  p a r t ic ip a n ts  d id  n o t  h a v e  

la n g u a g e  a t th e ir  d isp o sa l to  re p la c e  th e  ‘w h a t  a re  y o u ’ q u e s tio n . T h e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m  h as  

re s u lte d  in  “ a  d e a r th  o f  v o c a b u la ry  a n d  k n o w le d g e , d is a l lo w in g ” c o n v e rs a tio n s  a b o u t 

m u lt ira c ia li ty  (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 8 0 4 ), a n d  o f te n  d isa l lo w in g  m u ltira c ia l  p e rs o n s  to  re c o g n iz e  e a ch  

o th er.

Im b u e d  in  th e  c o n v e rs a tio n  s u rro u n d in g  p a s s in g , n o t-p a s s in g  a n d  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  to  b e  

v is ib ly  o r  in v is ib ly  m u ltira c ia l  is  th e  fa c t  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  p e r s o n s ’ sp e c if ic  ra c ia l b a c k g ro u n d s  

v a ry  e n o rm o u s ly . M u c h  o f  th e  p re v io u s  re s e a rc h  a n d  m e d ia  re p re s e n ta tio n  a ro u n d  m u ltira c ia li ty  

h a s  b e e n  c o n s tra in e d  b y  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  A m e r ic a ’s “b la c k /w h ite  p a ra d ig m  o f  ra c e  o f te n  

e s se n tia l iz e s  th is  [m u ltira c ia l]  p o p u la t io n  as  all b la c k /w h ite  b ira c ia l  s tu d e n ts ” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 

8 0 4 ). B u t, in  rea lity , m u ltira c ia l  “ in d iv id u a ls , w h o  a re  o f te n  lu m p e d  to g e th e r , h a v e  a  p le th o ra  o f  

d iv e rse  e x p e rie n c e s  d u e  to  th e ir  r a c ia l /e th n ic  m a k e u p , l iv e d  re a lit ie s , a n d  h is to r ie s ” (H a rr is ,

2 0 1 6 , p. 8 0 9 ). In  th is  s tu d y  a lo n e , e v e ry  p a r t ic ip a n t’s “ m ix ” is  d iffe re n t. A s  th e  M u lt iC r it  te n e t  

th a t  sp e ak s  to  in te rse c tio n s  o f  ra c ia l id e n tity  re m in d s  u s , “ th e  ‘m ix ’ m a tte rs  fo r  m u ltira c ia l
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s tu d e n ts ” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 8 0 9 ). O th e rw is e  p u t, “ th e  m u lt ip le  ra c e s  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  

e m b o d y  im p a c t  th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  o n  c a m p u s ” a n d  in  so c ie ty  w r i t  la rg e  (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 809 ).

P a r t ic ip a n ts ’ s to r ie s  s u g g e s t to  m e  th a t  th e  ‘m ix ’ m a y  a lso  m a tte r  in  h o w  m u ltira c ia l  

p e rs o n s  re c o g n iz e  a n d  re la te  to  o n e  a n o th e r . F o r  in s ta n c e , C a s s a n d ra  a n d  I  sh a re d  a sp e c ts  o f  o u r  

h e r i ta g e - -s h e  is  W h ite  a n d  L a tin a  (sp e c if ic a lly , M e x ic a n -A m e r ic a n )  a n d  I  am  W h ite , E a s t  A s ia n , 

a n d  L a tin a  (a lso  s p e c if ic a lly  M e x ic a n -A m e r ic a n ) . W h e n  I  a sk e d  h e r  i f  sh e  h a d  b e e n  a b le  to  m e e t 

o th e r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  o n  c a m p u s , sh e  m e n tio n e d  th a t  sh e  h ad , b u t  w ith  so m e  d iff ic u lty . S he  

e la b o ra te d  th a t, fo r  in s ta n c e , “ I f  I  ju s t  s a w  y o u  I  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  th o u g h t th a t  y o u  a re  M e x ic a n , I 

w o u ld  h a v e  th o u g h t  A s ia n - - th a t’s j u s t  i t .” S h e  th e n  im m e d ia te ly  w o r r ie d  th a t  sh e  h a d  o ffe n d e d  

m e  (sh e  h a d  n o t, b u t  h e r  c o n c e rn  sp e ak s  to  th e  la c k  o f  n u a n c e d  la n g u a g e  a v a ila b le  to  u s  in  su c h  

d isc u s s io n s ) . In  o u r  case , e v e n  th e  s lig h te s t  d if fe re n c e  in  o u r  re s p e c tiv e  “ m ix e s ” m a d e  i t  d if f ic u lt  

fo r  u s  to  re c o g n iz e  o u r  l ik e n e s s  in  o n e  an o th e r . In  o th e r  in s ta n c e s , th a t  d iff ic u lty  w a s  e v e n  m o re  

p ro n o u n c e d . A f te r  an  in te rv ie w  w ith  a  d if fe re n t  p a r tic ip a n t, I  r e c o rd e d  a  v o ic e  m e m o  e x p re s s in g  

th a t  I  f e l t  th a t  I  h a d  d isa p p o in te d  o r  le t  d o w n  th e  s tu d e n t I  h a d  ju s t  m et. S h e  is  n e ith e r  W h ite ­

p a s s in g  n o r  m o n o ra c ia l-p a s s in g , w h e re a s  I, d e p e n d in g  w h o  I  am  w ith  a n d  w h e re  I  am , m a y  b e  

e ith e r  o r  b o th . I  m em o e d :

I  c o u ld n ’t  sh a k e  th e  f e e l in g  th a t  I  w a s n ’t  w h o  sh e  e x p e c te d  to  sh o w  u p . I  f e lt  l ik e  sh e  w a s  

re a l ly  e x c ite d  to  ta lk  to  so m e o n e  l ik e  h e r— w h o  lo o k e d  lik e  he r, w h o  sh e  c o u ld  tru s t. B u t 

w e  lo o k  so  d if fe re n t  f ro m  o n e  a n o th e r , to  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  to  th e  w o rld . A n d  I  d id n ’t  k n o w  

h o w  to  b e  le s s  d isa p p o in tin g .

I  c ite  th e s e  e n c o u n te rs  b e c a u s e  th e y  i l lu s tra te  h o w  I  c a m e  to  b e  th in k in g  a b o u t th e  p o s s ib il i ty  o f  a 

m u ltira c ia l  “u s .” W h e n  I  b e g a n  th e  in te rv ie w  p ro c e s s , I  w a s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  h o w  to  f in d  “u s .” A s

79



I  e x ite d  th e  p ro c e ss , I  w a s  m o re  p re o c c u p ie d  w ith  w h e th e r  w e  c a n  c o n c e iv e  o f  o u rse lv e s  as an  

“u s ” a t all.

The POC question. A  so rt o f  c o ro lla ry  to  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  a  m u ltira c ia l  “u s ” is  th e  

q u e s tio n  o f  w h e th e r  m u ltira c ia l  p e rs o n s  a re  c o n s id e re d  to  b e  (b y  o th e rs , b y  th e m s e lv e s )  p e rso n s  

o f  c o lo r  (P O C ). I  b e g a n  to  c o n s id e r  th is  q u e s tio n  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  w a y  th e  M u lt iC r i t  te n e ts  o f  

in te re s t  c o n v e rg e n c e  a n d  d iffe re n tia l  m ic ro -ra c ia liz a t io n  p la y e d  o u t d iffe re n tly  in  th e  l iv e s  o f  th e  

s tu d e n ts  I  in te rv ie w e d . In te re s t  c o n v e rg e n c e  “ e x p o se s  h o w  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts , w h o  a re  

p o s it io n e d  as  o b je c ts  to  m a rk e t  d iv e rs ity , a re  a c k n o w le d g e d  o n ly  w h e n  i t  b e n e f i ts  th e  n e e d s ” o f  

th e  su rro u n d in g  in s t i tu t io n  (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 80 0 ). D if fe re n tia l  m ic ro -ra c ia liz a t io n  a c c o u n ts  fo r  

th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  “ m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a re  r a c ia l iz e d  d iffe re n tly  o n  a  d a ily  b a s is ” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , 

p. 8 0 0 ), a g a in  o f te n  in  se rv ic e  o f  in s ti tu tio n a l o r  in d iv id u a l p r io r it ie s  in fo rm e d  b y  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  

p a ra d ig m . A s  n o te d  in  C h a p te r  F o u r , th e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  I  in te rv ie w e d  n a v ig a te d  c o n s ta n tly  

sh if t in g  c o n te x ts , a n d  d iffe re n tia l  m ic ro -ra c ia liz a t io n  is  a  p a r t  o f  th o se  c o n te x tu a l sh ifts.

V a r io u s  e x a m p le s  o f  b o th  p h e n o m e n a  a p p e a re d  th ro u g h o u t p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ n a rra tiv e s . 

A m b e r, fo r  in s ta n c e , sp o k e  re p e a te d ly  o f  f e e l in g  “ l ik e  a  b ra n d ,” a n d  re c o u n te d  in s ta n c e s  in  w h ic h  

h e r  s o ro r ity  s is te rs  w o u ld  p o s it io n  h e r  as su ch . S h e  re f le c te d , “ I ’v e  n o tic e d  s o m e tim e s  i t ’s lik e  

‘oh , h a v e  A m b e r  d o  i t , ’ ‘p u t  h e r  th e r e ,’ ‘le t  h e r  ta lk  to  th a t  g ro u p ’. I  see  a  d if fe re n t  m o tiv e  th e re .” 

O th e rs , l ik e  Isa b e l, e x p e rie n c e d  a  ty p e  o f  m ic ro -ra c ia liz a t io n  w h e re in  “ m a n y  m u ltira c ia l  

A m e ric a n s  h a v e  b e c o m e  d iffe re n tia lly  ra c ia l iz e d  a s  ‘h o n o ra ry  w h ite s ” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 807 ). S he  

re m a rk e d :

I  th in k  th a t ’s a n o th e r  re a s o n  th a t  th e y  [ th e  W h ite  m a jo r ity  in  m y  h o m e to w n ]  j u s t  w a n t  to

d e fa u lt  m e  as W h ite , ju s t  to  k in d  o f  k e e p  m e  w ith  th e m , i f  th a t  m a k e s  sen se?  J u s t  lik e ,
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‘O h , y o u ’re  w ith  u s , y o u ’re  ju s t  W h ite ’ ... T h e y  w a n t  to  ju s t  k e e p  m e  in  th e ir  l it tle  W h ite  

b u b b le .

A m b e r  a n d  I s a b e l ’s e x p e rie n c e s  a re  i l lu s tra t iv e  o f  th e  fa c t th a t  th e re  w a s  a  m a rk e d  

d if fe re n c e  in  th e  w a y  W h ite -p a s s in g  a n d  n o n -W h ite -p a s s in g  m u ltira c ia l  in te rv ie w e e s  

e x p e rie n c e d  in te re s t  c o n v e rg e n c e  a n d  d iffe re n tia l  m ic ro -ra c ia liz a t io n . N o n -W h ite -p a s s in g  

s tu d e n ts , l ik e  A m b e r , A n d re a , a n d  C h a r lo tte , w e re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  b e  to k e n iz e d  a n d /o r  su b je c te d  

to  “ m o d e l m in o r ity ” c h a ra c te r iz a tio n s . W h ite -p a s s in g  s tu d e n ts  l ik e  Isa b e l a n d  C a s s a n d ra  w e re  

m o re  l ik e ly  to  b e , in  I s a b e l ’s w o rd s , “w h ite w a s h e d ” a n d  tre a te d , in  M u lt iC r i t ’s te rm in o lo g y , as a 

“b u f fe r  c la s s” o f  “h o n o ra ry  w h ite s .” P a s s in g  a n d  n o n -p a s s in g  in te rv ie w e e s  a lso  e x p e rie n c e d  

ra c ism , m o n o ra c ism , a n d  c o lo r ism  d iffe re n tly . S o m e  in te rv ie w e e s  m a in ly  e x p e rie n c e d  

m o n o ra c ism , a n d  e v en , h o w e v e r  u n w illin g ly , b e n e f i te d  f ro m  sy s te m s  o f  ra c is m  a n d  c o lo r ism  

(see , fo r  in s ta n c e , C a s s a n d ra ’s a n e c d o te  a b o u t w a itin g  in  l in e  fo r  g o v e rn m e n t se rv ic e s  in  C h a p te r  

F o u r) . O th e rs  h a d  m o re  f re q u e n t e n c o u n te rs  w ith  w h a t  C h a r lo tte  c a lle d  “ g o o d  ‘ol A m e ric a n  

ra c is m ,” (w ith  C h a r lo tte  a lso  n o tin g  th a t  h e r  m a le  a n d  d a rk e r -s k in n e d  fa m ily  m e m b e rs  e n d u re d  

su c h  e n c o u n te rs  e v e n  m o re  f re q u e n tly  th a n  she). M u ltiC r it , b e in g  n e w ly  e m e rg e n t, h a s  n o t  y e t 

d e v e lo p e d  te n e ts  to  c o n te n d  w ith  th e  e x p e rie n tia l  g a p  b e tw e e n  W h ite -p a s s in g  a n d  n o n -p a s s in g  

m u ltira c ia l  p e rso n s . A s  H a rr is  (2 0 1 6 )  e x p la in e d , “ p a s s in g  as  W h ite  w a s  n o t  a  c o n c e p t  I  th o u g h t 

m u c h  a b o u t w h ile  c o n c e p tu a liz in g  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  M u ltiC r it . H o w e v e r , th is  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  th a t  

w h ite n e s s /l ig h tn e s s  as  p ro p e r ty  a n d  p a s s in g  p r iv i le g e s  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  fu r th e r  e x p lo re d ” (p. 810 ).

In  m a n y  re sp e c ts , in  fac t, M u lt iC r it  se em s to  p re s u m e  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a re  to  b e  

c o n s id e re d  p e rs o n s  o f  co lo r . In te re s tin g ly , m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a re  re fe r re d  to  as su c h  m u ltip le  

t im e s  th ro u g h o u t H a r r i s ’s (2 0 1 6 )  tex t. T h is  a s su m p tio n  is  a lso  p re v a le n t  in  e a r l ie r  l ite ra tu re  on  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts , m a d e  b y  re s e a rc h e rs  as v a r ie d  as S h a n g  (2 0 0 8 ), O z a k i a n d  J o h n s to n  (2 0 0 8 ),
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a n d  K in g  (2 0 0 8 ). Y e t, I  a m  n o t su re  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  c a n  a lw a y s  b e  p re s u m e d  to  b e  

p e rs o n s  o f  co lo r . D u r in g  th e  m e m b e r  c h e c k in g  p ro c e s s , I  e m a ile d  all p a r t ic ip a n ts  th e  fo llo w in g  

q u e s tio n : D o  y o u  c o n s id e r  y o u r s e l f  a  p e rs o n  o f  c o lo r?  W h y  o r  w h y  n o t?  H a l f  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  

a n s w e re d  y es; th e  o th e r  h a l f  a n sw e re d  no . H e re  is  a  s a m p lin g  o f  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ rea so n in g :

C h a rlo tte : I  w o u ld  say  Y E S . I  th in k , i f  I  h a v e  to  c h o o se  a  te rm  to  b e  lu m p e d  in to , ‘p e rso n  

o f  c o lo r ’ d o e s  th e  m o s t  ju s t ic e . I  d o n 't  f in d  i t  o f fe n s iv e  a n d  s o m e tim e s  p re fe r  it  i f  

s o m e o n e  ‘isn 't  s u re ’ w h a t  I  am .

C a ssa n d ra : N o , I  d o n 't  b e lie v e  I  am  a  p e rs o n  o f  c o lo r  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  ty p ic a l s te re o ty p e  o f  

b e in g  o f  co lo r. A n o th e r  re a s o n  w h y  is  b e c a u s e  I  d o n 't  w a n t  to  o ffe n d  a n y o n e  w h o  is  [a 

P O C ] ^  I 'm  ju s t  w o rr ie d  as  so m e o n e  w h o  c o u ld  p a s s  fo r  W h ite  o f  o f fe n d in g  o th e rs , 

w h ic h  is  so m e th in g  I n e v e r  w a n t to  do.

P h o e b e : Y es. I  d o  c o n s id e r  m y s e l f  a  p e rs o n  o f  co lo r. T h is  is  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  th e  cu ltu ra l 

b a c k g ro u n d  o f  a  p e rs o n  o f  co lo r , p lu s  I  h a v e  so m e  o f  th e  sa m e  so c ia l e x p e rie n c e s  as a 

p e rs o n  o f  co lo r.

Isab e l: N o , I  d o  n o t  c o n s id e r  m y s e l f  a  p e rs o n  o f  co lo r . I  d o n ’t  c o n s id e r  m y s e l f  a  P O C  fo r  

a  n u m b e r  o f  d if fe re n t  re a so n s , o n e  o f  th e m  b e in g  th a t  I  d o n ’t  fa c e  a n y  o f  th e  c o m m o n  

p re ju d ic e s  a n d  ju d g m e n ts  th a t  P O C  o fte n  f a c e ... B e in g  th a t  I  am  se en  as W h ite , I  re c e iv e  

all o f  th e  p r iv ile g e s  th a t  g o  a lo n g  w ith  b e in g  a  W h ite  p e rs o n  in  A m e ric a , th e re fo re  

id e n tify in g  as  a  P O C  w o u ld , in  m y  o p in io n , d is re g a rd  th e  m in o r ity  s tru g g le  o f  a  lo t  o f  th e  

p e o p le  w h o  d o  n o t  re c e iv e  th e  sa m e  a m o u n t o f  p r iv i le g e  I  do . T h o u g h  I  am  fu lly  p ro u d  o f  

m y  H is p a n ic  h e r i ta g e  a n d  a c k n o w le d g e  th a t  I  am  b ira c ia l , I  w o u ld  n o t  ca ll m y s e l f  a 

p e rs o n  o f  co lo r.
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A m b e r: Y e s , I  d o  c o n s id e r  m y s e l f  a  p e rs o n  o f  co lo r . T h is  is  b e c a u s e  w h e n  so c ie ty  lo o k s  

a t m e  th e y  see  m y  d a rk  sk in  first.

T o  b e  a b s o lu te ly  c le a r  a b o u t it: I  th in k  th a t  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  are  

p o s it io n e d  as  P O C  (b y  o th e rs  a n d /o r  b y  th e m s e lv e s )  m u s t  b e  a sk e d  a n d  m u s t  b e  c o n s id e re d . I  d o  

n o t, h o w e v e r , h a v e  an y  d e f in i tiv e  a n sw e rs . B u t  I  th in k  th is  c o n u n d ru m  is  w o r th  th in k in g  ab o u t, 

e sp e c ia l ly  w h e n  th in k in g  a b o u t c o n c e p tio n s  o f  a  m u ltira c ia l  “u s .”

A multiracial standpoint. W h a t th e  lite ra tu re , lo ca l a n d  n a tio n a l d e m o g ra p h ic s , a n d  m y  

in te rv ie w s  d o  b e a r  o u t is  th e  fa c t  th a t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a re  still a  m a rg in a liz e d  g ro u p . K e e p in g  

th is  fa c t  in  m in d , I  th in k  th a t  i t  m a y  b e  p o s s ib le  to  c o n c e iv e  o f  a  s o lid a r ity  a m o n g s t  th e  e ig h t 

m u ltira c ia l  sh e s  w h o  m e t w ith  m e , to ld  m e  th e ir  s to r ie s , a n d  sh a re d  th e ir  k n o w le d g e . F o r  th e y  

e a c h  o c c u p y  a  specifically m u ltira c ia l  s ta n d p o in t, o n  th e  m a rg in s  o f  m o n o ra c ia l  c o n c e p tio n s  o f  

ra c e  a n d  ra c ia l id e n tity . W h ile  e a c h  o f  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  m a y  o c c u p y  h e r  s ta n d p o in t  d iffe re n tly , an d  

in  d o in g  so  m a y  see  h e rse lf , o th e rs , a n d  th e  w o r ld  a ro u n d  h e r  d iffe re n tly , sh e  h a s  in tim a te , 

u n d e n ia b le  a c ce ss  to  h e r  m u lti-n e ss . F ro m  th is  p o s it io n  sh e  p ro d u c e s  k n o w le d g e  th a t  is  a lso  m u lti 

an d , in  d o in g  so, a c k n o w le d g e s  “w h a t  re m a in s  ta c i t  fo r  m e m b e rs  o f  a  d o m in a n t cu ltu re , in  th e  

p ro c e s s  c a ta ly z in g  c o u n te r -n a r ra t iv e s  a n d  c o u n te r -n o rm s  th a t  h a v e  th e  c o n c e p tu a l re so u rc e s , 

la c k in g  in  d o m in a n t c u ltu re , to  n a m e  a n d  to  m a k e  se n se  o f  th is  d is s id e n t  e x p e r ie n c e ” (W y lie , 

2 0 1 2 , p. 63 ). P e rh a p s , th e n , i t  is  p o s s ib le  to  c o n c e iv e  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  as m e m b e rs  o f  an  

e p is te m ic  c o m m u n ity , e n g a g e d  in  m u ltira c ia l  w a y s  o f  k n o w in g . In  m y  v ie w , a  m u ltira c ia l  “u s ” 

m a y  b e  b a s e d  in  th e  u n s h a k e a b le  k n o w le d g e  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  th a t  “ p e o p le  a re  n o t  j u s t  o n e  

ra c e ” (R a c h e l)  a n d  th a t  “ th e r e ’s a  b u n c h  o f  p e o p le  l ik e  m e  in  th e  w o r ld ” (C h a rlo tte ) .

83



Recommendations

G iv e n  th e  a b o v e  d isc u s s io n  h ig h lig h tin g  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  e x p e r ie n c in g  c o m m u n ity  an d  

so lid a r ity  m a y  b e  c o m p lic a te d  fo r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts , i t  is  n o ta b le  a n d  e n c o u ra g in g  th a t  sev e ra l 

in te rv ie w e e s  d e s c r ib e d  C o a s ta l  U n iv e rs i ty  as a  s ite  w h e re  th e y  fe lt  w e lc o m e  (A n d re a , R a c h e l, 

C h a r lo tte , P h o e b e ) . A d d itio n a lly , th e  f in d in g s  p re s e n te d  in  C h a p te r  F o u r  a b o u t th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  

o f  s c h o o lin g  in  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts ’ l iv e s  o f fe r  a  c o m p e llin g  a rg u m e n t fo r  u n iv e rs it ie s  to  

e m b ra c e  a n d  u p h o ld  th e  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  su p p o rt in g  th e  m u lt ira c ia l  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n . T h is  

se c tio n  w ill  c o n s id e r  th o se  in it ia t iv e s  a n d  a sp e c ts  o f  C o a s ta l U n iv e rs i ty  th a t  p ro v id e d  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n ts  w ith  o p p o r tu n itie s  to  d e v e lo p  a  se n se  o f  b e lo n g in g . A d d itio n a lly , I  w ill  o f fe r  

r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  as to  a d d itio n a l m e a s u re s  th a t  m ig h t b e  ta k e n  to  fu r th e r  s u p p o rt m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d en ts .

T w o  fa c to rs  w e re  c ite d  a c ro s s  m u lt ip le  in te rv ie w s  as h a v in g  a  p o s it iv e  im p a c t  o n  th e  

e x p e rie n c e s  o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s . T h e  f ir s t  f a c to r  c o n c e rn e d  th e  d iv e rs ity  o f  th e  s tu d e n t b o d y . F o r  

m u lt ip le  in te rv ie w e e s , th e  lev e l o f  d iv e rs ity  in  C o a s ta l ’s s tu d e n t  b o d y  c o n tra s te d  fa v o ra b ly  w ith  

th e ir  e a r l ie r  s c h o o lin g  e x p e rie n c e s . R a c h e l re m a rk e d , “ T h is  is  th e  f ir s t  t im e  I ’v e  h a d  a  g ro u p  o f  

f r ie n d s  a t a n y  o f  th e  sc h o o ls  I ’v e  a tte n d e d  f ro m  e le m e n ta ry  o n  th a t  i t ’s l ik e  ‘O h , I ’m  n o t th e  o n ly  

A s ia n  p e rs o n  in  m y  f r ie n d  g ro u p , th is  is  so  c o o l!” A n d re a  sh a re d  th a t  C o a s ta l  is  “w a y  m o re  

w e lc o m in g , I  th in k , th a n  e v e ry w h e re  e lse  th a t  I ’v e  b e e n , ju s t  b e c a u s e  th e re  is  a  b ig  m ix  in  th e  

a re a .” Isa b e l sa id  th a t, h a v in g  b e e n  ra is e d  in  w h a t  sh e  d e s c r ib e d  as a  p re d o m in a n tly  W h ite  

re g io n , “ c o m in g  o u t h e re , ju s t  m e e tin g  all d if fe re n t  k in d s  o f  p e o p le , th a t ’s o n e  o f  th e  th in g s  th a t  I 

re a l ly  e n jo y .” T h e ir  o b s e rv a tio n s  su p p o rt S h a n g ’s (2 0 0 8 )  f in d in g , d is c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r  T w o , th a t  

“ tra d itio n a l-a g e  b ira c ia l  a n d  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a re  p a r t  o f  a  c o h o r t  o f  s tu d e n ts  e n te r in g  c o lle g e  

a t a  t im e  o f  g re a t  s tu d e n t d iv e rs ity , y e t  th e y  a re  l ik e ly  to  h a v e  l it tle  p re c o lle g e  e x p e rie n c e  w ith
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su c h  d iv e rs ity ” (p. 9). A n d , as R a c h e l p u t  it, in  C o a s ta l’s c o m p a ra tiv e ly  d iv e rse  s e tt in g  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  “ d o n ’t  s ta n d  o u t as m u c h .”

T h e se  s tu d e n ts ’ e x p e rie n c e s  s u p p o rt th is  s tu d y ’s f ir s t  re c o m m e n d a tio n : th a t  c o lle g e s  an d  

u n iv e rs it ie s  a c tiv e ly  c u ltiv a te  a  d iv e rs e  s tu d e n t b o d y . T h is  re c o m m e n d a tio n  is  a lso  su p p o rte d  b y  

th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  in te rv ie w e e s  w h o  h a d  m o re  a m b iv a le n t  fe e lin g s  to w a rd s  d iv e rs ity  a t C o a s ta l. 

I sa b e l, fo r  in s ta n c e , fe l t  th a t  “ a t  [C o a s ta l]  i t ’s a  lit tle  b i t  b e tte r - -a  l it tle  b i t- - th e re  a re  m o re  p e o p le  

I  g u e s s  w h o  a re  w il l in g  to  re c o g n iz e  m e  as  H i s p a n ic ^  B u t  i t ’s still n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  w h e re  I  w a n t 

i t  to  b e .” S e v e ra l t im e s  d u r in g  th e  in te rv ie w , Isa b e l re c a lle d  fe e l in g  e x c lu d e d  o r  e x te rn a lly  

c la s s if ie d  as  “ju s t  W h ite ” b y  o th e r  s tu d e n ts , p a r t ic u la r ly  b y  h e r  H is p a n ic  p e e rs  in  h e r  f ir s t-y e a r  

r e s id e n c e  h a ll. A m b e r  c o m m e n te d  th a t  “ I ’ll b e  w ith  m y  so ro r ity  s is te rs , a n d  I  n o tic e  I ’m  th e  o n ly  

B la c k  g irl in  th e re .” S h e  e lab o ra te d :

O v e ra ll, [C o a s ta l]  d o e s n ’t  h a v e  th a t  m a n y  m u ltira c ia l  p e o p le . I t ’s p re d o m in a n tly  

C a u c a s ia n  a n d  H is p a n ic  f ro m  w h a t  I ’v e  se en  p e r s o n a l ly ^  I  th in k  i t ’s ju s t  th e  p e o p le  th a t  

[C o a s ta l]  ta k e s  in , h o n e s tly . W e  d o n ’t  h a v e  th a t  m a n y  B la c k  p e o p le  as it  is, th e re  ju s t  

a re n ’t  th a t  m a n y ... I  fee l l ik e  th is  s c h o o l’s j u s t  s o - - i t ’s ju s t  w h e re  w e  are . W e ’re  m o re  

H is p a n ic -d r iv e n .

Isa b e l a n d  A m b e r ’s re m a rk s  se rv e  as a  r e m in d e r  th a t, a g a in , m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a re  n o t  a 

m o n o li th ic  g ro u p . T h e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  a lso  s p e a k  to  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  “ m o n o ra c is m  m a y  b e  

h o r iz o n ta l ly  p e rp e tu a te d  b y  c o m m u n it ie s  o f  c o lo r” (H a rr is , 2 0 1 6 , p. 806 ). I  m e n tio n  th is  

s p e c if ic a lly  b e c a u s e  m u c h  o f  th e  re s e a rc h  o n  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  h a s  fo c u s e d  o n  th e ir  

e x p e rie n c e s  w ith in  p re d o m in a n tly  W h ite  in s t i tu t io n s  (P W I). C o a s ta l, h o w e v e r , is  a  H is p a n ic  

S e rv in g  In s t i tu t io n  (H S I). Isa b e l a n d  A m b e r ’s e x p e rie n c e s  i l lu s tra te  th a t  i t  is  n o t  sa fe  to  a s su m e  

th a t  an  H S I  d e s ig n a tio n  a u to m a tic a l ly  e x e m p ts  a  u n iv e rs ity  f ro m  e ffo r ts  to  im p ro v e  in c lu s io n
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p ra c tic e s . In c re a s in g  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  o n  a n y  c a m p u s  m a y  h e lp  a lle v ia te  so m e  

o f  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  s tru c tu ra l m o n o ra c ism .

A  se c o n d  re c o m m e n d a tio n  is  th a t  c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e r s it ie s  c a re fu lly  a n d  c o n s c io u s ly  

a tte n d  to  c a m p u s  c u ltu re  in  a  w a y  th a t  e n c o u ra g e s  in c lu s iv ity  a n d  su p p o rts  s tu d e n ts ’ s e lf ­

id e n tif ic a tio n s . W h e n  I  a sk e d  in te rv ie w e e s  to  e la b o ra te  o n  w h y  th e y  d e s c r ib e d  C o a s ta l as 

“w e lc o m in g ,” se v e ra l s p o k e  a b o u t th e  c a m p u s  c u ltu re . R a c h e l ex p la in ed :

T h e  sc h o o l m a k e s  a  p o in t  o f  try in g  to  b e  v e ry  in c lu s iv e  in  e v e ry th in g  w e  do . L ik e , I 

w o rk e d  as a  n e w  s tu d e n t o r ie n ta tio n  le a d e r  o v e r  th e  su m m e r  a n d  w e  w e re  v e ry  p o in te d ly  

to ld  to  m a k e  su re  to  c o n v e y  to  th e  [n e w ]  s tu d e n ts  th a t  th is  is  an  o p e n -m in d e d  ca m p u s . 

S im ila rly , A n d re a  ta lk e d  a b o u t h o w  “w e  p u t  th a t  b ig  m u lt ic u ltu ra l  e m p h a s is  h e re , w h ic h  is  re a lly  

n ice . I t ’s d if fe re n t  w h e n  y o u  g o  to  [o th e r  sc h o o ls  in  th e  s ta te  sy s te m ].” C h a r lo tte  a lso  c o m p a re d  

C o a s ta l fa v o ra b ly  to  o th e r  sc h o o ls  sh e  h a d  v is i te d  in  th e  s ta te  sy s te m , w h e re  sh e  h a d  fe lt  

“ p u s h e d ” to  id e n tify  as m o n o ra c ia l , w h e re a s  sh e  fe l t  “ a c c e p te d ” as an  A f ro -L a tin a  w o m a n  a t 

C o a s ta l. F o r  h e r, C o a s ta l h a s  “b e e n  d if fe re n t  th a n  e x p e rie n c e s  I ’v e  h a d  a t o th e r  s c h o o ls .” O n e  o f  

th e  w a y s  th a t  C o a s ta l h a s  d is tin g u is h e d  i t s e l f  to  h e r  is  in  th e  w a y  th a t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty ’s 

re p re s e n ta tiv e s  r e s p e c t  s tu d e n t’s s e lf -a u th o re d  id e n tit ie s . S h e  sp o k e  o f  p ro fe s s o rs  e n fo rc in g  th e  

u s e  o f  s tu d e n ts ’ c h o se n  id e n tif ie rs  a n d  e x p la in in g  to  th e ir  c la s se s  th a t  “ th e re  is  a  d iffe re n c e  

b e tw e e n  B la c k  a n d  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n , b e tw e e n  H is p a n ic  a n d  L a t in o ... i t  c o m e s  d o w n  to  h o w  

p e o p le  id e n tify  th e m s e lv e s , w h ic h  w e  sh o u ld  b e  re sp e c tfu l o f .” B e c a u s e  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts ’ 

w a y s  o f  s e lf - id e n tify in g  m a y  lie  o u ts id e  o f  th e  d o m in a n t m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m , i t  is  c ru c ia l th a t  

th e  u n iv e rs it ie s  in  w h ic h  th e y  s tu d y  in c lu d e  a n d  re s p e c t  th e ir  v o ic e s  as w e ll.

T h e  f in a l th re e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  in c lu d e d  h e re in  s tem  fro m  p a r t ic ip a n ts ’ s u g g e s tio n s  as 

to  w h a t  m o re  c o u ld  b e  d o n e  to  s e rv e  C o a s ta l’s m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n . O n e  su ch
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r e c o m m e n d a tio n  is  th a t  c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s  p ro v id e  fo rm a l as  w e ll as in fo rm a l sp a c e s  fo r  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  to  m e e t  o n e  a n o th e r . I  a sk e d  a ll o f  th e  in te rv ie w e e s  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e y  h a d  

h a d  o p p o r tu n itie s  to  m e e t  o th e r  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a t C o a s ta l. S ix  o f  th e  e ig h t  s tu d e n ts  sa id  th a t  

th e y  h a d  m e t m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p e e rs , a n d  tw o  sa id  th a t  th e y  h a d  no t. A n d re a , w h o  h a d , sp o k e  to  

m e  a b o u t w h y  sh e  v a lu e d  h a v in g  m u ltira c ia l  f r ie n d s :

W e  h a v e  a  lo t  o f  c o m m o n  in te re s ts  a n d  a  lo t  o f  c o m m o n  g o a ls  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  m u ltira c ia l  

b a c k g ro u n d ... N o t  e v e ry th in g  is  g o n n a  b e  th e  s a m e  w h e n  y o u ’re  a  m u lt ira c ia l  p e rso n , b u t  

y o u  d o  c o n n e c t  o n  th a t  le v e l b e c a u s e  y o u  k n o w  h o w  it  fee ls .

W h e n  I  a sk e d  h e r  to  te ll m e  m o re  a b o u t “ k n o w in g  h o w  it  f e e ls ” to  b e  m u ltira c ia l, sh e  sh a red :

I  w o u ld  say  th a t  i t ’s m o s tly  ju s t  lik e , a  h a rd  se n se  o f  c o n fu s io n  m o s t  o f  th e  t im e  b e c a u se  

y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h e re  to  b e l o n g s  so  i t ’s h a rd  to  fee l l ik e  y o u  a re  so m e th in g  w ith in  th e  

c o m m u n ity . I t ’s l ik e  th e r e ’s n o  o n e  p la c e  fo r  yo u .

T o  re f ra m e  A n d re a ’s w o rd s , th e n , c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e r s it ie s  h a v e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  s ig n a l 

to  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  th a t  th e y  a re  se en  a n d  v a lu e d  in  th e  c a m p u s  c o m m u n ity  b y  p ro v id in g  a 

“ p la c e  fo r” th e m  sp e c if ic a lly . T h e  in te rv ie w e e s  w h o  h a d  m e t m u ltira c ia l  p e e rs  h a d  d o n e  so  in  

th re e  w a y s : b y  c h a n ce , th ro u g h  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  s tu d e n t o rg a n iz a tio n s , a n d  th ro u g h  c a m p u s  jo b s . 

In  so m e  ca se s , su c h  c irc u m s ta n tia l  m e e tin g s  h a d  b e e n  q u ite  im p a c tfu l;  fo r  e x a m p le , Isab e l 

m e n tio n e d  th a t  in  h e r  o n -c a m p u s  jo b  sh e  w o rk e d  a lo n g s id e  tw o  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  w h o  sh a re d  h e r  

p re c ise  ra c ia l a n d  e th n ic  h e rita g e , a n d  th a t  th e y  w e re  “ th e  f ir s t  p e o p le  I ’v e  m e t  th a t  a re  th e  sa m e  

ra c e  as  I  am , th e  sa m e  m ix .” S u c h  s ig n if ic a n t m e e tin g s , h o w e v e r , a re  le f t  u p  to  h a p p e n s ta n c e  o n  

m a n y  c o lle g e  c a m p u se s , in c lu d in g  C o a s ta l’s. W h e n  I  a sk e d  R a c h e l h o w  sh e  h a d  m e t o th e r  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts , sh e  a n sw e re d , “P ro b a b ly  j u s t  b y  c h a n ce . T h e re ’s n o t  a  sp e c if ic  c lu b  fo r  

m u ltira c ia l  o r  m ix e d  p e o p le , so  a n y o n e  I ’v e  m e t th a t  h a p p e n s  to  b e  m ix e d  is  ju s t  b y  c h a n c e .”
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Isa b e l a n d  A n d re a  a lso  s p e c if ic a lly  m e n tio n e d  th a t  C o a s ta l h a d  n o  c lu b s  o r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  th a t  

c a te re d  to  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts . E s ta b lis h in g  su c h  sp a ce s  w o u ld  p ro v id e  a  w a y  fo r  m u ltira c ia l  

s tu d e n ts  to  m e e t  e a c h  o th e r  w h e n  th e y  o th e rw ise  m ig h t n o t , e ith e r  b e c a u s e  th e ir  p a th s  n e v e r  

h a p p e n  to  c ro ss  o r  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  u n a b le  to  re c o g n iz e  e a c h  o th e r  as m u ltira c ia l. D o in g  so  

w o u ld  a lso  d e s ig n a te  an  o ffic ia l “ p la c e ” (A n d re a )  fo r  th e m  w ith in  th e  c a m p u s  c o m m u n ity . A n d  

th e  v e ry  e x is te n c e  o f  su c h  sp a ce s  w o u ld  c h a lle n g e  th e  m o n o ra c ia l  p a ra d ig m , h e lp in g  m u ltira c ia l  

a n d  m o n o ra c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a lik e  to  b ro a d e n  th e i r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  race .

A  fo u rth , s o m e w h a t re la te d  re c o m m e n d a tio n  is  th a t  c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s  h ire  

m u ltira c ia l  fa c u lty  a n d  s ta f f  to  v is ib le , s tu d e n t- fa c in g  p o s itio n s . T o  p la c e  m y s e l f  in  th e  n a rra tiv e  

fo r  a  m o m e n t, th e  f in d in g  th a t  su rp r ise d  m e  th e  m o s t  w a s  th a t  n o t  a  s in g le  o n e  o f  th e  e ig h t 

in te rv ie w e e s  c o u ld  re s p o n d  in  th e  a ff irm a tiv e  to  th e  q u e s tio n , “H a v e  y o u  fo u n d  an y  m u ltira c ia l  

ro le  m o d e ls  a m o n g  C o a s ta l’s s ta f f  o r  fa c u lty ? ” M o re o v e r , o n ly  th re e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  c o u ld  n a m e  an y  

m u ltira c ia l  ro le  m o d e ls  o u ts id e  o f  th e ir  im m e d ia te  fa m ily  (a ll th re e  n a m e d  f ig u re s  in  th e  

e n te r ta in m e n t in d u s try , a n d  n o n e  n a m e d  a n y o n e  th e y  h a d  p e rs o n a lly  m e t) . I f  I  am  b e in g  fu lly  

t ra n s p a re n t  a n d  re f le x iv e , I  a c h e d  d e e p ly  u p o n  h e a r in g  th is . O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  im p a c tfu l a sp e c ts  o f  

m y  o w n  c o lle g e  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  th e  fa c t  th a t, fo r  th e  f ir s t  tim e , I  fo u n d  m u ltira c ia l  a d u lts  to  lo o k  

u p  to  a m o n g  m y  c o lle g e ’s fa c u lty  a n d  s ta ff. T h e se  m u ltira c ia l  ro le  m o d e ls  w e re  h u g e ly  im p o r ta n t  

to  h o w  I m a d e  s e n se  o f  m y  o w n  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity , w h ic h  I g ra p p le d  w ith  th ro u g h o u t c o lle g e  

(a n d  b e y o n d ) . M e e tin g  th e m  m a d e  m y  o w n  m u ltira c ia l  id e n tity  m o re  s a lie n t  a n d  m a d e  m e  fee l 

l ik e  le s s  o f  an  e x c e p tio n  to  th e  n o rm . I  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  b u t  to  w is h  fo r  s im ila r  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  th e  

s tu d e n ts  I  in te rv ie w e d .

T h e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  sp o k e  p o w e rfu lly  o f  w h a t  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  m e a n t to  th e m  to  h a v e  

m u ltira c ia l  ro le  m o d e ls  a t th e ir  co lle g e . S o m e  s ta r te d  b y  ta lk in g  a b o u t ra re ly  s e e in g  th e m s e lv e s
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re p re s e n te d  e lse w h e re , w h e th e r  in  th e  m e d ia , o r  e v e n  in  th e ir  o w n  fa m ily  (ag a in , s e v e n  o f  th e  

e ig h t  p a r t ic ip a n ts  h a d  tw o  m o n o ra c ia l  p a re n ts ) . P h o e b e  sh a re d , “ I w o u ld  l ik e  to  see  m o re  m ix e d -  

ra c e  p e o p le  in  m e d ia .” W h e n  I  a sk e d  h e r  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  to  h e r  w h e n  sh e  d o e s  see  a  h ig h ly  v is ib le  

m u ltira c ia l  p e rso n , sh e  re s p o n d e d , “F in a lly  s o m e o n e ’s a c k n o w le d g in g  th a t  w e  e x is t, y o u  k n o w ? ” 

S h e  a lso  p o in te d  o u t th a t  e v e n  th e  re p re s e n ta tio n  th a t  sh e  h a s  fo u n d  is  l im it in g . S h e  e x p la in e d :

I  m e a n  m a y b e  I ’v e  fo u n d  so m e  m ix e d - ra c e  c h a ra c te rs , b u t  n o t  th a t  w e re  [S o u th e a s t 

A s ia n ]  a n d  W h ite . S o  i t ’s e x c it in g  to  see, lik e , o n e  o f  m e  o n  th e  sc re e n , b u t  i t ’s a lw a y s  

o n ly  h a l f  o f  m e. I t  w o u ld  b e  re a lly  a m a z in g  to  see  so m e b o d y  th a t ’s [S o u th e a s t  A s ia n ]  an d  

W h ite  o n  sc reen . T h a t  w o u ld  b e  re a lly  coo l.

S im ila rly , C h a r lo tte  ta lk e d  a b o u t b e in g  18 y e a rs  o ld  w h e n  sh e  f in a lly  sa w  an  a c tre s s  s p e a k in g  

o p e n ly  a b o u t h e r  A fro -L a tin a  id en tity . S h e  re c a lle d , “ A n d  so  fo r  m e  th a t  w a s  lik e , ‘Y es , I  c an  

u n d e rs ta n d  th a t, I  c a n  c o n n e c t  w ith  th a t, th a t ’s a m a z in g .’ A n d  i t  w a s  th e  f ir s t  t im e  I  h a d  e v e r  fe lt 

th a t .” M a n y  o f  th e  o th e r  in te rv ie w e e s  w e re  still w a itin g  to  fee l “ th a t .” A n d  c o lle g e s  an d  

u n iv e rs it ie s  h a v e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p ro v id e  th e m  w ith  th e  re p re s e n ta tio n  a n d  ro le  m o d e ls  th a t  

th e y  a re  h a rd -p re s s e d  to  f in d  e lse w h e re . T h e  fo llo w in g  e x c h a n g e  w ith  A m b e r  sp e ak s  to  w h a t a 

r ic h  e x p e rie n c e  th a t  c o u ld  b e :

S tep h : W o u ld  y o u  l ik e  to  see  m o re  fa c u lty  a n d  s ta f f  th a t  lo o k  l ik e  y o u , o r  e v e n  d o n ’t  lo o k  

l ik e  y o u  b u t  a c tu a lly  a re  l ik e  y o u  in  th e ir  m u lt ira c ia li ty ?

A m b e r: Y e a h , E x a c tly , T o ta lly .

S tep h : W h a t w o u ld  th a t  m e a n  to  y o u ?

A m b e r: I t  w o u ld  m e a n  th e  w o r ld  to  m e , h o n e s tly . ‘C u z  ju s t  g ro w in g  u p  a n d  n o t  h a v in g  

m a n y  p e o p le  f ro m  a  m u ltira c ia l  b a c k g ro u n d , ju s t  b e in g  m u ltira c ia l  th e y  w o u ld  u n d e rs ta n d  

th a t  d a y -to -d a y  ‘W h a t  a m  I  g o n n a  d o ? ’, ‘H o w  am  I g o n n a  r e a c t? ’, o r  ju s t  th e s e
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u n c o m fo r ta b le  c o n v e rs a tio n s  th a t  g e t b ro u g h t u p . I  fee l l ik e  th e y  w o u ld  ju s t  u n d e rs ta n d . 

J u s t  h a v in g  so m e o n e  w h o  u n d e rs ta n d s  y o u  is  j u s t  w o r th  it, h o n e s tly , i t  m a k e s  e v e ry th in g  

e a s ie r  in  life .

F in a lly , c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s  sh o u ld  c o n s id e r  w h e th e r  th e ir  s tu d e n t  b o d y  is 

a d e q u a te ly  re p re s e n te d  in  th e ir  c o u rse  c a ta lo g  w ith  a  d iv e rse  se t o f  c u rr ic u la r  o p tio n s . T h e  

s tu d e n ts  in te rv ie w e d  fo r  th is  s tu d y  h e ld  a  ra n g e  o f  o p in io n s  o n  w h e th e r  th e y  h a d  h a d  a c c e s s  to  

c o u rse s  th a t  sp o k e  to  s p e c if ic  a sp e c ts  o f  th e ir  h e r i ta g e  o r  to  th e ir  m u lt ira c ia li ty  as a  w h o le . S o m e  

fe l t  th a t  th e y  p o s it iv e ly  h a d , so m e  w e re  n o t  su re  o r  h a d  n o t  lo o k e d  in to  su c h  c o u rse w o rk , an d  

o th e rs  h a d  a c tiv e ly  lo o k e d  b u t  h a d  n o t  fo u n d  c o u rse s  w e ll-m a tc h e d  to  th e ir  n eed s . A g a in , th e  

“ m ix ” se e m e d  to  m a tte r , as  s tu d e n ts  w h o s e  ra c ia l iz e d  id e n tity  in c lu d e d  H is p a n ic /L a tin a  w e re  

m o re  l ik e ly  to  fee l th a t  th e y  h a d  a c c e s s  to  p e rs o n a lly  re p re s e n ta tiv e  c o u rse w o rk . In  an  H S I  

c o n te x t, th is  t re n d  m a k e s  sen se . B u t  2 2 %  o f  C o a s ta l’s s tu d e n t p o p u la t io n  id e n tif ie s  as n e ith e r  

m o n o ra c ia l ly  H is p a n ic /L a tin a  n o r  m o n o ra c ia l ly  W h ite  (“ V ie w b o o k ,” 2 0 1 7 ) , a n d  w h ile  th is  s tu d y  

d id  n o t  in c lu d e  an  a u d it  o f  C o a s ta l’s c o u rse  o ffe r in g s , th e  in te rv ie w e e s ’ e x p e rie n c e  in d ic a te s  th a t  

c o u rse  o ffe r in g s  fo r  th is  s e g m e n t o f  th e  s tu d e n t p o p u la t io n  m a y  n o t  b e  ro b u st. S ev e ra l 

in te rv ie w e e s  sh a re d  se n tim e n ts  s im ila r  to  P h o e b e ’s: “ I  j u s t  re a l ly  w is h  th a t  [th e  s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  

sy s te m ] w o u ld  h a v e  m o re  o f  a  ‘l e t ’s lo o k  a t i t  f ro m  a  g lo b a l p o in t  o f  v ie w ’, a n d  n o t  j u s t  a 

W e s te rn  p o in t  o f  v ie w .” C o n se q u e n tly , I  f e lt  i t  w o r th w h ile  to  in c lu d e  th e ir  re c o m m e n d a tio n  th a t  

c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s  c o n s id e r  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  o n  o ffe r  to  th e ir  s tu d e n ts .

Limitations

In  C h a p te r  T h re e , I  e x p la in e d  so m e  o f  th e  m o re  o b v io u s  l im ita tio n s  o f  th is  s tu d y , h a v in g  

to  d o  w ith  o f t-c ite d  fa c to rs  lik e  lo c a tio n , sa m p le  size , a n d  so  fo rth . R a th e r  th a n  re h a sh  th e s e  m o re  

m e th o d o lo g ic a l l im ita tio n s , I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  u s e  th is  sp a c e  to  c o n s id e r  w h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b le  to

90



a c h ie v e  f ro m  a  c o n c e p tu a l an g le . F o r  m e , a  c ru c ia l  o u tc o m e  o f  th is  s tu d y  h a s  b e e n  th e  e x p o su re  

o f  th e  e x p e rie n tia l  d iv id e  b e tw e e n  W h ite -p a s s in g  a n d  n o n -p a s s in g  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts . I  b e lie v e  

th a t  a  s tu d y  d e lv in g  fu r th e r  in to  th e  w a y s  in  w h ic h  fo rc e s  o f  o p p re s s io n  a n d  p r iv ile g e  o p e ra te  o n  

a n d  th ro u g h  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  d iffe re n tia lly  w o u ld  b e  i llu m in a tin g . M o re o v e r , I  h a rb o r  

c o n c e rn s  th a t  m y  o w n  p o s it io n a lity  as W h ite -p a s s in g  m u ltira c ia l  w o m a n  h a s  l im ite d  b o th  th e  

w a y s  in  w h ic h  I m a k e  a n d  a c c e s s  k n o w le d g e , a n d  th e  d e g re e  to  w h ic h  I c a n  re la te  to  a n d  a c c e ss  

th e  s to r ie s  o f  n o n -W h ite  p a s s in g  p a rtic ip a n ts . C o n se q u e n tly , I  b e lie v e  th e re  w o u ld  b e  v a lu e  in  a 

fu tu re  s tu d y  c o -c re a te d  b y  re s e a rc h e rs  o f  w h o  o c c u p y  b o th  p a s s in g  a n d  n o n -p a s s in g  p o s itio n s . 

Conclusion

In  th e  la s t  y e a r, I  h a v e  b e e n  a sk e d  m o re  t im e s  th a n  I  c a n  co u n t, “W h a t  is  y o u r  th e s is  

a b o u t? ” O s te n s ib ly , m y  th e s is  s tr iv e s  to  a n sw e r  a  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  re s e a rc h  q u e s tio n : W h a t  a re  th e  

e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u lt ira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  in  a  c o lle g e  se ttin g ?  T h is  q u e s tio n  le d  m e  to  

o th e r  q u e s tio n s , m o s t  n o ta b ly , h o w  c a n  w e  c o n c e iv e  o f  a  m u ltira c ia l  “u s ” ? I  c h a se d  a f te r  th e se  

q u e s tio n s  fo r  th e  b e tte r  p a r t  o f  th e  y ea r. S o  w h a t  c o n c lu s io n s  h a v e  I  c o m e  to ?  In  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  

c o n v e n tio n s  o f  q u a li ta t iv e  re se a rc h , I  h a v e  e x p lo re d  p a r t ic ip a n t  n a rra tiv e s , in  d o in g  so  g e n e ra tin g  

f iv e  th e m e s  a p p lic a b le  to  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts : in te r ro g a tio n s  a n d  o th e r in g s; 

p a s s in g , n o t-p a s s in g , a n d  q u e s tio n s  o f  b e lo n g in g ; b a tt l in g  fo r  n a rra tiv e  c o n tro l; e m b ra c in g  th e  

A N D ; a n d  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  sc h o o lin g . A s  a  d u tifu l s tu d e n t in  th e  f ie ld  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n , I 

h a v e  p ro ffe re d  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r  c o lle g e s  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s  th a t  w is h  to  su p p o rt th e ir  

m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n , n a m e ly : c u ltiv a te  a  d iv e rse  s tu d e n t b o d y , a tte n d  to  c a m p u s  

c u ltu re , p ro v id e  fo rm a l a n d  in fo rm a l sp a ce s  in  w h ic h  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  c a n  m ee t, h ire  

m u ltira c ia l  s ta f f  a n d  fa c u lty  to  s tu d e n t- fa c in g  p o s it io n s , a n d  c o n s id e r  w h o  is  re p re s e n te d  in  th e  

c u rr ic u lu m . S u c h  a re  m y  c o n c lu s io n s , in  a  c o n v e n tio n a l sense .
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B u t re a l ly  th is  th e s is  is, a t  i ts  co re , a  b o r ro w in g  o f  th e  s to r ie s  o f  e ig h t  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d en ts : 

A lice , A n d re a , R a c h e l, C h a r lo tte , P h o e b e , Isa b e l, A m b e r, a n d  C a ssa n d ra . T h e  s to r ie s  re to ld  

a b o v e  a re  th e irs , n o t  m in e . T h e ir  w o rd s  le d  m e  to  m y  c o n c lu s io n s , a n d  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  sh a p e d  

m in e . T h u s , I  w o u ld  ra th e r  c o n c lu d e  b y  a s se r tin g  th a t  th is  th e s is  is  a b o u t th e m , is  b y  th e m , is  fo r  

th em . B y  rig h ts , th e y  sh o u ld  h a v e  th e  la s t  w o rd . H e re  is  A m b e r, c la im in g  th is  p ro je c t  as h e rs  an d  

b y  e x te n s io n  b e lo n g in g  to  all th e  p a rtic ip a n ts . S h e  e x c la im e d :

“ I  s a w  y o u r  [ re c ru itm e n t]  f ly e r  in  th e  s tu d e n t h o u s in g . I  d id  a  d o u b le - ta k e . I  w a s  lik e , 

d o e s  th a t  say  ‘m u lt ir a c ia l’ !? A n d  I w a s  lik e , o h  m y  g o o d n e ss!  T h is  is  m y  m o m e n t!”
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Appendix A 

Recruitment Flyer

Research Study
Exploring the experiences of multiracial 

undergraduate students at [redacted]
S e e k i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f o r  a  q u a l i t a t i v e  s t u d y  o f  m u l t i r a c i a l  

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s .

I f  y o u :

. A r e  a n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  a t  [ r e d a c t e d ]

. A r e  a t  l e a s t  1 8  y e a r s  o f  a g e

. I d e n t i f y  a s  m u l t i r a c i a l ,  m i x e d  r a c e ,  o r  b e l o n g i n g  t o  

t w o  o r  m o r e  r a c e s

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  y o u  a b o u t  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s .

C o n f i d e n t i a l ,  s e m i - s t r u c t u r e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i l l  l a s t  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  h o u r .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  m a y  a l s o  j o i n  

t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  g r o u p  d e b r i e f  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .

T o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  s t u d y ,  p l e a s e  c a l l ,  t e x t ,  o r  w r i t e :

Steph Bundy, MA candidate at [redacted] 
[Redacted phone number; redacted email address]
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Appendix B

Participant Informed Consent

D e a r  P a r tic ip a n t,

Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  in v ite d  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  a  re s e a rc h  s tu d y , th e  p u rp o se  o f  w h ic h  is  to  e x p lo re  th e  
e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  re s id in g  o n  cam p u s.

T h is  s tu d y  w ill b e  c o n d u c te d  b y  a  g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t  f ro m  C S U  C h a n n e l I s la n d s . Y o u r  
p a r t ic ip a tio n  is  v o lu n ta ry . Y o u  m a y  w ith d ra w  f ro m  th e  s tu d y  a t a n y  tim e . S h o u ld  y o u  d e c id e  n o t 
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th is  s tu d y , y o u r  d e c is io n  w ill n o t  p re ju d ic e  y o u r  c u rre n t o r  fu tu re  re la tio n s h ip  
w ith  [ re d a c te d ].

D a ta  w ill b e  c o lle c te d  th ro u g h  1) a  d e m o g ra p h ic  q u e s tio n n a ire , 2 )  a t in -p e rso n ,s e m i-s tru c tu re d , 
o n e -o n -o n e  in te rv ie w s  as w e ll as 3 ) a  p o ss ib le , o p tio n a l o n e -t im e  g ro u p  d e b r ie f in g  se ss io n  w ith  
all a v a ila b le  p a rtic ip a n ts .

S h o u ld  y o u  a g re e  to  p a r tic ip a te , I  w ill  a rra n g e  a  m u tu a lly -c o n v e n ie n t  t im e  a n d  lo c a tio n  to  m ee t.
I t  is  a n tic ip a te d  th a t  th e  in te rv ie w  w ill la s t  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e  h o u r. T h e  in te rv ie w  w ill  b e  a u d io ­
re c o rd e d  a n d  t ra n s c r ib e d  v e rb a tim  b y  m e . T h e  sa m e  c o n d itio n s  a p p ly  fo r  th e  o p tio n a l g ro u p  
d e b r ie f in g  se ss io n . Y o u r  n a m e  o r  th a t  o f  th e  in s t i tu t io n  w ill  n o t  b e  a s so c ia te d  in  a n y  w a y  w ith  
th is  s tu d y  a n d  o n ly  I  w ill  k n o w  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  p a rtic ip a n ts . P se u d o n y m s  w ill  b e  u s e d  in  
re p o r t in g  re su lts  to  e n su re  c o n fid e n tia li ty . A ll d a ta  c o lle c te d  in  th is  s tu d y  w ill  b e  s to re d  in  a 
se c u re  a n d  lo c k e d  c ab in e t.

I t  is  a n tic ip a te d  th a t  p a r t ic ip a n ts  w ill  e x p e rie n c e  m in im a l r isk s  f ro m  th is  s tudy . H o w e v e r , 
d if fe re n t  p e o p le  r e a c t  d iffe re n tly  to  s tim u li, a n d  i t  is  p o s s ib le  th a t  so m e  m a y  e x p e r ie n c e  n e g a tiv e  
fe e lin g s  o r  rec a ll a  d if f ic u lt  e v e n t d u r in g  th e  in te rv ie w  o r  g ro u p  d e b rie f . I f  y o u  a re  t ire d , y o u  m a y  
ta k e  a  b re a k . A lso , i f  y o u  d o  n o t  w is h  to  a n s w e r  a  q u e s tio n , y o u  m a y  d e c lin e  to  a n sw e r  w ith o u t 
a n y  n e g a tiv e  c o n se q u e n c e s . I f  y o u  e x p e r ie n c e  a n y  d isc o m fo r t, y o u  c a n  te rm in a te  th e  p ro c e s s  a t 
a n y  tim e . F u r th e rm o re , y o u  m a y  re a c h  o u t to  m e  o r  m y  th e s is  a d v iso r , D r. N a n c y -J e a n  P e m e n t, 
sh o u ld  y o u  w is h  to  d isc u s s  an y  is s u e s  th a t  m a y  a r is e  f ro m  y o u r  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  th is  s tudy .

Y o u  m a y  a sk  m e  o r  m y  th e s is  a d v iso r , D r. N a n c y -J e a n  P e m e n t, an y  q u e s tio n s  y o u  m a y  h a v e  
a b o u t th is  s tu d y  e ith e r  b e fo re h a n d , d u r in g  o r  a f te r  th e  d a ta  c o lle c tio n  p ro c e s s . M y  c o n ta c t  
in fo rm a tio n  a n d  m y  a d v is o r ’s c o n ta c t in fo rm a tio n  a re  p ro v id e d  b e lo w .

I  w ill  b e  h a p p y  to  sh a re  th e  f in d in g s  f ro m  th e  s tu d y  w ith  y o u  a f te r  th e  re s e a rc h  is  c o m p le te d . 
F in d in g s  f ro m  th is  s tu d y  m a y  h e lp  s tu d e n ts , fa c u lty , a n d  s ta f f  a d v a n c e  th e ir  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  
u n iq u e  n e e d s  a n d  in te re s ts  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts . M o re o v e r , f in d in g s  f ro m  th is  s tu d y  m a y  b e  
su b m itte d  to  an  a c a d e m ic  jo u rn a l  fo r  w id e r  d is s e m in a tio n  a n d  p u b lic a tio n .

F o r  q u e s tio n s  o r  c o n c e rn s  re g a rd in g  y o u r  r ig h ts  as a  su b je c t, p le a s e  fee l f re e  to  c o n ta c t th e  
In s ti tu tio n a l R e v ie w  B o a rd  ( IR B ) a t [re d a c te d ].
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I have read the information provided above. I understand that by agreeing to be interviewed, I am 
agreeing to participate in this research study. I understand that I must be at least 18 years of age 
to participate in this study. I will be given a copy of this form to keep.

□  By selecting this box, I agree for the interview to be audio recorded.

□  By selecting this box, I do not agree for the interview to be audio recorded.

Signature_______________________________________

Date____________________

Contact details:

Stephanie Bundy, Graduate Student and Primary Investigator 
[Redacted]

Dr. Nancy-Jean Pement, Thesis Advisor 
[Redacted]

99



Appendix C

Demographic Questionnaire

Participant Name:

How many semesters have you attended [redacted]?

Do you/have your attended any other colleges or universities?

Where have you typically lived during your time as a [redacted] student?

Please indicate your age:

Please indicate your gender:

Please indicate your race:

Please indicate your hometown:
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Appendix D

Semi-Structured Inter-view Protocol

In tro d u c tio n :

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  m e e tin g  w ith  m e. A s  y o u  k n o w , th e  p u rp o se  o f  th is  p ro je c t  is  to  e x p lo re  th e  liv e d  
e x p e rie n c e s  o f  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n ts  a t [C o a s ta l U n iv e rs ity ] . I  fo rm u la te d  th is  p ro je c t  o u t o f  m y  
o w n  e x p e rie n c e s  as a  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t in  v a r io u s  se ttin g s . Y o u r  p a r t ic ip a tio n  is  v o lu n ta ry  an d  
y o u r  c o n f id e n tia li ty  w ill  b e  p ro te c te d . T h is  in te rv ie w  w ill  b e  ta p e  re c o rd e d , a n d  I  m a y  ta k e  
h a n d w rit te n  n o te s  as w e  sp eak . Y o u  m a y  le a v e  th e  in te rv ie w  o r  re q u e s t  a  b re a k  a t a n y  tim e . A re  
y o u  re a d y  to  b e g in ?

W a rm -U p  Q u e s tio n (s )  (o n e  to  b e  c h o se n  d e p e n d e n t o n  th e  f lo w  o f  in it ia l  c o n v e rsa tio n ):

• H o w  is  y o u r  s e m e s te r  g o in g ?
• W h a t  is  y o u r  m a jo r , a n d  w h y  d id  y o u  c h o o se  it?
• W h e re  a re  y o u  fro m ?
• W h a t  b ro u g h t y o u  to  [C o a s ta l]?

O p e n in g  Q u e s tio n  ( th e  sa m e  a t e a c h  in te rv ie w ):

• T e ll m e  a b o u t y o u rse lf .

M a in  S e t Q u e s tio n s :

• H o w  d o  y o u  see  y o u r s e l f  to d a y  in  te rm s  o f  y o u r  race?
• H o w  d o  y o u  fe e l o th e rs  see  y o u ?

• T e ll m e  a b o u t w h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  l ik e  to  b e  m u ltira c ia l  a t [C o a s ta l] .

W ra p -U p  Q u e s tio n :

• S p e a k in g  f ro m  y o u r  e x p e rie n c e  as  a  m u ltira c ia l  s tu d e n t, w o u ld  y o u  s u g g e s t an y  c h a n g e s  
to  h o w  th in g s  a re  d o n e  a t [C o a s ta l]?

* N o te : T ra n s it io n  a n d  p ro b in g  q u e s tio n s  w ill  b e  u s e d  as n e e d e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  sess io n . 
A d d itio n a l m a in  se t q u e s tio n s  w e re  c o -c re a te d  w ith  in te rv ie w e e s  a n d  a d d e d  to  la te r  in te rv ie w s . 
S u c h  q u e s tio n s  h a v e  b e e n  d isc u s s e d  in  C h a p te rs  F o u r  o r  F iv e .
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