
Outline for Early Childhood Library Activity 

Mixing Colors 

Standards / Positions Statements 
We are going to mix colors to do a science experiment. We are going to see if we can mix 

colors. What will happen if we mix yellow and green? What will happen if we mix green, 
yellow, blue and red. Also, we can see if the children can identify the present and new colors. 
Children Input / Purpose 

At our playdough table, the colors usually mix to create new colors. The children ask, 
"where did the red go?" This will be a great example about how colors mix. They can learn about 
science through this activity. 
Theme / Main Goals 

The goal for this lesson is for the children to notice the colors change. I am going to try 
not to say that the colors will change. I will only say, "I wonder what will happen if we mix red 
and yellow?" I will see if any of the children have any comments. I will then mix the colors and 
wait for the children to have a response. 
Small Group Opportunities 

This activity will work well with a small group of children. Each child can have the 
opportunity to mix there own colors many times because you can just empty out the bottle and 
start over. The children will need to know that this is not food and that they should not try to 
drink the fluid. Although it is food coloring, I do not recommend to drink this fluid. The children 
can ask more questions and gain more knowledge. 
Individual Opportunities 

Individually, I do not recommend this activity. If the child is well supervised yes, but the 
usage of water is required. This activity may need a lot of clean-up time. Also, the children may 
spill some colored water and get their clothes wet. A large or small group with supervision is my 
ideal situation. 
One on One - Teacher / Child Opportunities 

If a child truly wants to work on this activity on a onc-on-onc basis then a teacher needs 
to make the time to facilitate this activity. She and the student can work on this activity and have 
the child mix the colors. Perhaps the child needs to mix the colors with his own hands and 
observe how they slowly mix. This is a great hands- on opportunity. 
Materials / Organization 
3 empty water bottles 
Food coloring (blue, yellow, green, red) 
Assessment / Growth and Development of the Children in your Care 

The following day, the teacher can hold up a bottle with the colors already pre-mixed and 
ask, "what colors did we use to make this new color?" Also, "what colors can we use to make 
purple?" These are some questions that can be asked to have the children recall the activity. 




