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ADMISSION PROCEDURES AND POLICIES

Office: Admissions and Records
Location: Bell Tower Building
Phone: (805) 437-8500
Fax: (805) 437-8509

Requirements for admission to CSU Channel Islands are in accordance 
with Title 5, Chapter 1, Subchapter 3, of the California Code of Regula-
tions. If you are not sure of these requirements you should consult a high 
school or community college counselor or the Admissions and Records 
Office. Applications may be obtained at any California high school or 
community college or from the Admissions Office at any of the campuses 
of the California State University. 

Electronic versions of the CSU undergraduate and graduate applications 
are accessible on the World Wide Web at http://www.csumentor.edu/.  
The CSUMentor system allows students to browse through general infor-
mation about CSU’s twenty-three campuses, view multimedia campus 
presentations, send and receive electronic responses to specific questions, 
and apply for admission and financial aid.

Importance of Filing Complete, Accurate, and Authentic Application 
Documents
The CSU advises prospective students that they must supply complete 
and accurate information on the application for admission, residence 
questionnaire, and financial aid forms. Further, applicants must submit 
authentic and official transcripts of all previous academic work 
attempted. Failure to file complete, accurate, and authentic application 
documents may result in denial of admission, cancellation of academic 
credit, suspension, or expulsion (Section 41301, Article 1.1, Title 5, 
California Code of Regulations).

UNDERGRADUATE APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Prospective students, applying for part-time or full-time undergraduate 
programs of study, in day or evening classes, must file a complete 
undergraduate application as described in the undergraduate admission 
booklet. The $55 nonrefundable application fee should be in the form 
of a check or money order payable to “The California State University” 
and may not be transferred or used to apply to another term. An alternate 
campus and major may be indicated on the application, but applicants 
should list as an alternate campus only a CSU campus that also offers 
the major. Generally, an alternate major will be considered at the first 
choice campus before an application is redirected to an alternate choice 
campus.

Impacted Programs
The CSU designates programs as impacted when more applications 
are received in the first month of the filing period than can be accom-
modated. Some programs are impacted at every campus where they are 
offered; others are impacted only at some campuses. You must meet 
supplementary admission criteria if applying to an impacted program.

The CSU will announce with the opening of the fall filing period which 
programs are impacted and the supplementary criteria campuses will use. 
That announcement will be published in the CSU Review, distributed to 
high school and college counselors. Information about the supplementary 
criteria is also sent to program applicants.  There are no impacted majors 
at CSU Channel Islands at this time.

You must file your application for admission to an impacted program 
during the first month of the filing period. Further, if you wish to be 
considered in impacted programs at two or more campuses, you must file 

an application to each. 

Supplementary Admission Criteria
Each campus with impacted programs uses supplementary admission 
criteria in screening applicants. Supplementary criteria may include rank-
ing on the freshman eligibility index, the overall transfer grade point 
average, completion of specified prerequisite courses, and a combination 
of campus-developed criteria. If you are required to submit scores on 
either the SAT I or the ACT, you should take the test no later than 
November if applying for fall admission.

The supplementary admission criteria used by the individual campuses 
to screen applicants appear periodically in the CSU Review and are 
sent by the campuses to all applicants seeking admission to an impacted 
program.

Unlike unaccommodated applicants to locally impacted programs who 
may be redirected to another campus in the same major, unaccommo-
dated applicants to systemwide impacted programs may not be redirected 
in the same major but may choose an alternate major either at the first 
choice campus or another campus.

GRADUATE AND POSTBACCALAUREATE APPLICATION                    
PROCEDURES

All graduate and postbaccalaureate applicants (e.g., master’s degree 
applicants, those seeking credentials, and those interested in taking 
courses for personal or professional growth) must file a complete gradu-
ate application as described in the graduate and postbaccalaureate admis-
sion booklet. Applicants who completed undergraduate degree require-
ments and graduated the preceding term are also required to complete 
and submit an application and the $55 nonrefundable application fee. 
Since applicants for postbaccalaureate programs may be limited to the 
choice of a single campus on each application, redirection to alternate 
campuses or later changes of campus choice will be minimal. To be 
assured of initial consideration by more than one campus, it will be 
necessary to submit separate applications (including fees) to each. Appli-
cations may be obtained from the Graduate Studies Office or the Admis-
sions Office of any California State University campus. An electronic 
version of the CSU graduate application is available on the World Wide 
Web at http://www.csumentor.edu/.

APPLICATION FILING PERIODS

Terms in  Applications Filing Period
2002-2003 First Accepted Duration 

Summer Quarter February 1,  2002 Each campus accepts 
2002    applications until
    capacities are reached.  Many 
Fall Semester November 1,  2001 campuses limit undergraduate 
or Quarter  2002   admission in an enrollment
    category because of overall    
Winter Quarter June 1,  2002 enrollment limits. If applying 
 2003    after the initial filing period,  
    consult the campus admission or
Spring Semester August 1,  2002 office for current information.
or Quarter  2003   

Application Acknowledgment
You may expect to receive an acknowledgment from your first choice 
campus within two to four weeks of filing the application. The notice 
will also include a request that you submit the records necessary for the 
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campus to evaluate your qualifications. You may be assured of admission 
if the evaluation of your qualifications indicates that you meet CSU 
admission requirements and campus requirements for admission to an 
impacted program. Such a notice is not transferable to another term or 
to another campus.

HARDSHIP PETITIONS

The campus has established procedures for consideration of qualified 
applicants who would be faced with extreme hardship if not admitted. 
Petitioners should write the Admission Offices regarding specific policies 
governing hardship admission. 

UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Listed below are the freshman requirements to the California State Uni-
versity. CSU Channel Islands will admit freshmen beginning Fall 2003.

Freshman Requirements
You will qualify for regular admission as a first-time freshman if you

1. are a high school graduate,

2. have a qualifiable eligibility index (see section on Eligibility 
Index), and

3. have completed with grades of C or better each of the courses in 
the comprehensive pattern of college preparatory subject requirements 
(see “Subject Requirements”).

  
Eligibility Index – The eligibility index is the combination of your high 
school grade point average and your score on either the ACT or the SAT. 
Your grade point average is based on grades earned during your final 
three years of high school (excluding physical education and military 

science) and bonus points for approved honors courses.
Up to eight semesters of honors courses taken in the last two years of 
high school can be accepted. Each unit of A in an honors course will 
receive a total of 5 points; B, 4 points; and C, 3 points.

You can calculate the index by multiplying your grade point average 
by 800 and adding your total score on the SAT I. Or, if you took the 
ACT, multiply your grade point average by 200 and add ten times the 
ACT composite score. If you are a California high school graduate (or a 
resident of California for tuition purposes), you need a minimum index 
of 2900 using the SAT I or 694 using the ACT; the Eligibility Index Table 
illustrates several combinations of required test scores and averages.

If you neither graduated from a California high school nor are a resident 
of California for tuition purposes, you need a minimum index of 3502 
(SAT I) or 842 (ACT).

If your grade point average is 3.00 or above (3.61 for nonresidents), 
you are exempt from submitting test scores. However, you are urged to 
take the SAT I or ACT since campuses use test results for advising and 
placement purposes.

You will qualify for regular admission when the university verifies that 
you have a qualifiable eligibility index and will have completed the 
comprehensive pattern of college preparatory subjects and, if applying to 
an impacted program, meet supplementary criteria.

ELIGIBILITY FOR CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES OR 
RESIDENTS OF CALIFORNIA (SEE TABLE A)

Graduates of secondary schools in foreign countries must be judged to 
have academic preparation and abilities equivalent to applicants eligible 
under this section.

Subject requirements – The California State University requires that 

Eligibility Index Table for California High School Graduates or Residents of California Table A

 ACT SAT I  ACT SAT I  ACT SAT I  ACT SAT I  ACT SAT I
GPA Score Score GPA Score Score GPA Score Score GPA Score Score GPA Score Score

3.00 and above   2.81 14  660  2.60 18 820 2.39 22 990 2.18 26 1160
qualifies  with   2.80 14  660  2.59 18  830  2.38 22 1000 2.17 26 1170
any score   2.79 14 670 2.58 18 840 2.37 22 1010 2.16 27 1180
2.99 10 510 2.78 14  680 2.57 18 850 2.36 23 1020 2.15 27 1180
2.98 10 520 2.77 14  690 2.56 19 860 2.35 23 1020 2.14 27 1190
2.97 10 530 2.76 15 700 2.55 19 860 2.34 23 1030 2.13 27 1200
2.96 11 540 2.75 15 700 2.54 19 870 2.33 23 1040 2.12 27 1210
2.95 11 540 2.74 15 710 2.53 19 880 2.32 23 1050 2.11 28 1220
2.94 11 550 2.73 15 720 2.52 19 890 2.31 24 1060 2.10 28 1220
2.93 11 560 2.72 15 730 2.51 20 900 2.30 24 1060 2.09 28 1230
2.92 11 570 2.71 16 740 2.50 20 900 2.29 24 1070 2.08 28 1240
2.91 12 580 2.70 16 740 2.49 20 910 2.28 24 1080 2.07 28 1250
2.90 12 580 2.69 16 750 2.48 20 920 2.27 24 1090 2.06 29 1260
2.89 12 590 2.68 16 760 2.47 20 930 2.26 25 1100 2.05 29 1260
2.88 12 600 2.67 16 770 2.46 21 940 2.25 25 1100 2.04 29 1270
2.87 12 610 2.66 17 780 2.45 21 940 2.24 25 1110 2.03 29 1280
2.86 13 620 2.65 17 780 2.44 21 950 2.23 25 1120 2.02 29 1290
2.85 13 620 2.64 17 790 2.43 21 960 2.22 25 1130 2.01 30 1300
2.84 13 630 2.63 17 800 2.42 21 970 2.21 26 1140 2.00 30 1300
2.83 13 640 2.62 17 810 2.41 22 980 2.20 26 1140 Below 2.00 does not 
2.82 13 650 2.61 18 820 2.40 22 980 2.19 26 1150 qualify for regular
            admission
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first-time freshman applicants complete, with grades of C or better, a 
comprehensive pattern of college preparatory study totaling 15 units. A 
“unit” is one year of study in high school. Within the 15 units completed, 
up to one unit (one year) in visual and performing arts or foreign 
language may be missing and offset by a college preparatory course(s) 
in other areas. The missing unit of visual and performing arts or foreign 
language must be completed either prior to, or by the end of the first year, 
of CSU enrollment. This provision is effective through the 2002-2003 
academic year.

1. English, 4 years.

2. Mathematics, 3 years: algebra, geometry, and intermediate algebra.

3. U.S. history or U.S. history and government, 1 year.

4. Science, 1 year with laboratory: biology, chemistry, physics, or 
 other acceptable laboratory science.

5. Foreign language, 2 years in the same language (subject to waiver 
 for applicants demonstrating equivalent competence).

6.  Visual and performing arts, 1 year:  art, dance, drama/theater, or 
 music.

7. Electives, 3 years:  selected from English, advanced mathematics, 
 social science, history, laboratory science, foreign language, and 
 visual and performing arts.   

Applicants seeking admission as first-time freshmen for the fall 2003 
or later terms will have the same preparatory course requirements for 
admission to both the California State University and the University 
of California.  The preparatory course admission requirements for both 
systems will be the completion of the following courses with a grade 
of C or better:  four years of English, three years of math (algebra, 
geometry, and intermediate algebra), two years of U.S. history or social 
science, two years of laboratory science, two years of foreign language, 
one year of visual or performing arts, and one year of electives chosen 
from one of the areas above.

TRANSFER STUDENT REQUIREMENTS

Students who have completed 55 or fewer transferable semester college 
units (83 or fewer quarter units) are considered lower division transfer 
students.  Student who have completed 56 or more transferable semester 
college units (84 or more quarter units) are considered upper division 
transfer students.  Students who complete college units during high 
school or through the summer between high school graduation and fall 
enrollment in the California State University are considered first-time 
freshmen and must meet those admission requirements.  Transferable 
courses are those designated for baccalaureate credit by the college or 
university offering the courses.

Lower Division Transfer Requirements
Listed below are the lower division requirements to the California State 
University.  CSU Channel Islands will not admit lower division transfers 
in 2002-2003 or 2003-2004.

You will qualify for admission as a lower division transfer student if you 
have a grade point average of 2.0 (C or better) in all transferable units 
attempted, are in good standing at the last college or university attended, 
and meet any of the following  standards:

1. you will meet the freshman admission requirements in effect for the 
 term to which you are applying (see “Freshman Requirements”     
 section); or

2. you were eligible as a freshman at the time of high school 
 graduation except for the subject requirements and have been in 
 continuous attendance in an accredited college since high school 
 graduation, and

• have made up the missing subjects, or

• have completed at least 30 semester units of college coursework
with a grade of C or better in each course to be selected from 
courses in English, arts and humanities, social science, science 
and mathematics at a level at least equivalent to courses that 
meet general education requirements.  The 30 units must include 
all the general education requirements in communication in the 
English language and critical thinking (at least 9 semester units) 
and the requirement in mathematics/quantitative reasoning (usu-
ally 3 semester units) OR the Intersegmental General Education 
Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) requirements in English communi-
cation and mathematical concepts and quantitative reasoning.

Applicants who graduated from high school prior to 1988 should contact 
the Admissions Office to inquire about alternative admission programs.

Upper Division Transfer Requirements
You will qualify for admission as an upper division transfer student if:

1. you have a grade point average of 2.0 (C or better) in all transferable 
 units attempted; and

2. you are in good standing at the last college or university attended; 
 and

3. you have completed at least 30 semester units of college coursework
with a grade of C or better in each course to be selected from 
courses in English, arts and humanities, social science, science and 
mathematics at a level at least equivalent to courses that meet general 
education requirements.  The 30 units must include all of the general 
education requirements in communication in the English language 
and critical thinking (at least 9 semester units) and the requirement 
in mathematics/quantitative reasoning (usually 3 semester units) OR 
the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) 
requirements in English communication and mathematical concepts 
and quantitative reasoning. 

Adult Students
As an alternative to regular admission criteria, an applicant who is 
twenty-five years of age or older may be considered for admission as an 
adult student if he or she meets all of the following conditions:

1. Possesses a high school diploma (or has established equivalence 
 through either the Tests of General Educational Development or the 
 California High School Proficiency Examination).

2. Has not been enrolled in college as a full-time student for more than 
 one term during the past five years.

3. If there has been any college attendance in the last five years, has 
 earned a C average or better in all college work attempted.

Consideration will be based upon a judgment as to whether the applicant 
is as likely to succeed as a regularly admitted freshman or transfer 
student and will include an assessment of basic skills in the English 
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language and mathematical computation. 

Provisional Admission
CSU Channel Islands may provisionally admit transfer applicants based 
on their academic preparation and courses planned for completion. The 
campus will monitor the final terms to ensure that those admitted com-
plete all required courses satisfactorily.

Making Up Missing College Preparatory Subject Requirements 
Lower division applicants who did not complete subject requirements 
while in high school may make up missing subjects in any of the follow-
ing ways.

1. Complete appropriate courses with a C or better in adult school or 
 high school summer sessions.

2. Complete appropriate college courses with a C or better. One college 
 course of at least three semester or four quarter units will be         
 considered equivalent to one year of high school study.

3. Earn acceptable scores on specified examinations.

Please consult with any CSU Admissions Office for further information 
about alternative ways to satisfy the subject requirements.

Test Requirements
Freshman and transfer applicants who have fewer than 56 semester or 
84 quarter units of transferable college credit must submit scores, unless 
exempt (see “Eligibility Index” on page ), from either the ACT or the 
(SAT I) of the College Board.   If you are applying to an impacted 
program on campus and are required to submit test scores, you should 
take the test no later than November or early December.  Test scores 
are also used for advising and placement purposes. Registration forms 
and dates for the SAT I or ACT are available from school or college 
counselors or from a CSU campus testing office. Or you may write to 
or call:

The College Board (SAT I)  ACT
Registration Unit, Box 6200  Registration Unit, P.O. Box 414
Princeton, New Jersey  08541  Iowa City, Iowa  52243
(609) 771-7588   (319) 337-1270
CSUCI Institute Code: 4128  CSUCI Institute Code: 204

TOEFL Requirement
All undergraduate applicants, regardless of citizenship, who have not 
attended schools at the secondary level or above for at least three years 
full time where English is the principal language of instruction must 
present a score of 500 or above on the Test of English as a Foreign 
Language. Some campuses require a score higher than 500. Applicants 
taking the Computer Based Test of English as a Foreign Language must 
present a score of 173 or above. Some campuses may require a higher 
score.

INTERNATIONAL (FOREIGN) STUDENT ADMISSION                        
REQUIREMENTS

Listed below is general information on the admission of international 
students to the CSU.  CSU Channel Islands is not authorized to admit 
international students for Fall 2002.  However, we are committed to 
enrolling a diverse student body and intend to admit international stu-
dents in future semesters.

The CSU must assess the academic preparation of foreign students. For 
this purpose, “foreign students” include those who hold U.S. visas as 

students, exchange visitors, or in other nonimmigrant classifications.

The CSU uses separate requirements and application filing dates in the 
admission of foreign students. Verification of English proficiency (see the 
section on TOEFL Requirement for undergraduate applicants), financial 
resources, and academic performance are all important considerations for 
admission. Academic records from foreign institutions must be on file 
at least eight weeks before registration for the first term and, if not in 
English, must be accompanied by certified English translations.

Priority in admission is given to residents of California. There is little 
likelihood of nonresident applicants, including international students, 
being admitted either to impacted majors or to those with limited open-
ings.

INTRASYSTEM AND INTERSYSTEM ENROLLMENT               
PROGRAMS

Students enrolled at any CSU campus will have access to courses at 
other CSU campuses on a space available basis unless those campuses 
or programs are impacted.  This access is offered without students being 
required to be admitted formally to the host campus and sometimes 
without paying additional fees.  Although courses taken on any CSU 
campus will transfer to the student’s home CSU campus as at least elec-
tive credit, students should consult their home campus academic advisors 
to determine how such courses may apply to their degree programs 
before enrolling at the host campus.

There are two programs for enrollment within the CSU and one for 
enrollment between CSU and the University of California or California 
community colleges.  Additional information about these programs is 
available from the Office of Admissions and Records at CSU Channel 
Islands.

CSU Concurrent Enrollment – matriculated students in good standing 
may enroll at both their home CSU campus and a host CSU campus 
during the same term.  Credit earned at the host campus is automatically 
reported to the home campus to be included on the student’s transcript 
at the home campus.

CSU Visitor Enrollment – matriculated students in good standing 
enrolled at one CSU campus may enroll at another CSU campus for 
one term.  Credit earned at the host campus is reported automatically 
to the home campus to be included on the student’s transcript at the 
home campus.

Intersystem Cross Enrollment – matriculated CSU, UC, or community 
college students may enroll for one course per term at another CSU, UC, 
or community college and request that a transcript of record be sent to 
the home campus.

HEALTH SCREENING

All new and readmitted students born after January 1, 1957, will be 
notified of the requirement to present proof of measles and rubella 
immunizations.  All students 18 years of age or younger shall be required 
to present proof of immunization against hepatitis B.  These are not 
admission requirements, but shall be required of students as conditions 
of enrollment in CSU.  Proof of measles and rubella immunizations 
shall also be required for certain groups of enrolled students who have 
increased exposure to these diseases. 

Admissions


	Admissions
	Application Filing Periods
	Eligibility Table
	Transfer Student Requirements
	Intrasystem and Intersystem Enrollment
	Health Screening




