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MECHICANO ART CENTER

IECHICANO ART CENTER
Founded: 1969

Program Director: Leonard Castellanos

AdEess: 4030 Whittier Boulevard
East Los Angeles, CA 90023

Telephone: 264-%334

‘We_don’t want_in dictate to_the community because we_found out that
as_creative_as artists_can_be in_their own resllm meeting the needs of the
is a different otyrespodsttateryt kiwld of fespagrsittility And it is a great

responsitbility. )t isn't just being an artist in a gallery doing your own

work and then displaying it. You have to believe that art becomes a
fundamental part of the identity of the C ynity, that_it_has e
part of your environment."

Mechicano Art Center was organized as a response to the need of scattered
MeEchitan® N thentiskslan hEebEnrt'nwrtoa% &x dand mMﬁ'ewmk thers' work.
and 0 Turn. to have e for their @, . Mecﬁlcano was Elrst oEenea
in the La Cien lack of f forced it to close. We realized
owever,, that now_thdt the artists were functioning together, they could
become_a center_within_their_own commumity_ W& moved to our present
location, on Whittier Boulevard in East Los Amgeles, in (5970

m_the dues the artists paid themselves, in terms

. _.the. hop_, and foken COntrlutlong rom colleges and oI er .
m?ﬁ%b‘ﬂ%ﬁ?'%részmﬁi I85HEd t8 f aﬂ SHWS%]’HN FfIFet

BCEERE \GERIBE O Nrol¥h OfFRdaglagseot r@ i PAIBSHE a@riHl;seifem
E@%Mgd@psmmm% Iﬁ;&a%gghotggram on Tuesday evemng, and a
jazz workshop on Thursday evenings.
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One of our most successful exhibits was the recently completed “tus-bench
project” where Mechicano artists painted 30 bus bench backs. The benches
added something beautiful to our community, which is a conscious goal of
the Center. Cut off from the rich unbroken tradition of 35 centuries of

art in Mexico and outside the mainstream of U.S. culture, the Chicano
communities have lived in a cultural void. To the degree that art has been
an intimate part of the daily and spiritual life of Mexican people, to that
degree have the Chicanos suffered impoverishment of the spirit. Through
projects such as this (funded by our neighbors, the East Los Amgeles Doctors
Hospital), we hope to stimulate the community’s awaremess and growth in the
arts so that we can find new forms in which the tremendous heritage of
Mexico will be made available to the Chicano, so that he may express his
present role and identity in the cultural life of the United States.

Our plans for the near future include the implementation and expansion of
present print shop activity into serigraphs and other fine arts media. We are
placing special emphasis on the development of super-graphics, involving youth
groups and gangs as assistants to our artist/teachers. And we will be involved
in eommunity Dbeatification, | creating vest-ppocket parks and public art
projects. The dramatic enhancement of the eommunity brings awaremess and
pride in the area and acts as a catalyst to eounteract the present neglect and
defacement that goes en. Reeegnition ef our efferts by the National
Endewment for the Ars/Expansion AFts Program throuoh a grant fer 1972-
1973 has given us new energy and eemMmitment.

Leonard @Gasteldmos
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art center

4030 WHITTIER BLYD. « LOS ANGELES, CA. 90023
264-8334 2648513

Cut off from the Chicanos' unique heritage - a rich wmbroken
traditiiom of 40 centuries of art im Mexico, and kept outsiide the
Ameericam maiinstreeam, the Chicame commuwiiities have liwed im a
cultwrall void. To the degree that art had been an imtiimate part
of the daily and spiriittwall liflfe of the Mexicam people, to that
degree have the Chicamoes sufffemedl lack of direct access and
avenues imtw the culturall liffe of the Umited States.

Mechicamo Art Center was organized as a respomse to the need of
scattered Chicamo artistts im the Barrio to be known and exposed to
each others" wark, and im turm, to have a showcase for their art.
Mechicam® opened as a galllemy im the La Ciemega area, but the
artistts realiized that they were functiomimg well together, and
could meet a greater responmssibilitty by becomimg a center wiithin
their own commuuriity. They hoped to stimulate the comuuhiyy's
awareness and growthh im the arts, and to fimdl new forms im which
the tremendous past of Mexico could be made availalble to the
Chicam@® so that he could express his present rolle and identity in
the cultuwrall liffe of the Umited States.

OURACTION.The Eenter was ereated by the artists with smailll eentridutioons ef

moRey and enenmeus amoumts of werk im tramsforming a decrepit ex-
lavndromat inte® a fuRetioming workshep and glilery.

We have contimuimg loam exhibits to umiversities, galieriies and
places of busimess throughout the greater Los Angeles area.
Mechicamo provides free classes im the plastic arts, and a pllace
for study, work and exhibits. One of our mmst successfwll projects
was recently completed for the East Los Angeles Doctors" Hospditall.
It imcluded munals, paintimgs, and fime art backs for 30 bus tbemches
bearimg their insigmia, which imtrotuced notes of suddem heawty
alomg the maim thoroughfares. Minimall domations, comtribbwtiions and
gifts have enabled us to meet our essentiall abligations.

A comstantliy expandimg progmwaam of super graphics,, sillk screem posstens,
walll and sidewallk murals have created a dramatic enhancement to

the neighborthood.. They have replaced neglect with pridle im the
area, and act as a catalyst to counteract the present defacement

and meyllect,

Out of the concept of Mechicano, the Commuuniity Arts Alllibanoe was
conceiwed and developedl by Victor Franco, Mura Bright and Lleonard
Castellamos.. For the first time, alil the commumiity art groups &nd
centers im the south, east and centrall Los Angeles areas were
contacted and organized imte one effectiwe commuiication meeria,
Through interactiionm of the commuunities, we were able to blemd and
exchamge skillis and resources. The most dynamie example was the
Natiomall conferemce on 'Commumity Arts and Commmunity Surwiiwell'
held im Los Angeles Jume 19-23, 1972, for the Ameriecam Coumcil ffor
the Arts im Educatiom; organized, produced and doecumented by the




Allibance.. This imtemecocommunity festiwall proviided new guiidelines
for change im the emmrgimg art fomms im educsdttion.

OUR FUTURE. our plan is to expamd and implement our presemt art center,in

school and commumiity programs. We are placimg speciall emphasis on swper-
graphics and murals on existiing architectwrall surfaces im East
Los Angeles, imvolwilmg youth and gamg grouwps as creatiwe assistants
to our artistttbeacthers. Mechicam® has succeeded im emllisting
enthusiastic imvolMeement of the newly formmed Gang Fextbgrattion.
Insteadt! of spray-cam graffitii as an outlet for frustratiioon and
searcth for identity, they cam be imvollwedl as workimg acontmributors
to an art experiemxe which cam be enjoyed by alll im the commuonity.
This approacth utilizzes the valwe of art as a tooll for swocial
change. The street mwrall tends to reimstatte the great ttradiition
of Mexicam murallists tramsposed throwgh the lamguage and symbomls
of East Los Anmgeles, and is a contribution te the creatiom of
Americam anrt,

The goals and demands of commwmity and futwre projects create a
need for contimuwimg fimanciall support to fulfilll long-range goxls.
We offer one unique solutiiom to the envinmonmentall probleem of
urbam decay and albwse.
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JooE CERVANTES INTRODUCES TO THE LDA ANGERES ARZA

At THE MECHICANO ART CENTER A <sgiscTion)
OF MAJOR WORKS B8Y THE CHICANO MASTER
MARIO AcEVEDO TTORERD, JUNE Ser THRoUGH
JUNE 2B, RECEPTION For THE ARTISTS
15 SUNDAY JUNE. "SRR FROM NOON ON. MUsIC
PRovipED BY S0L , Ar THe CENTER. 4030
WHITTIER BLVD. £A=T [oO%. FOor MorRe
IMFOR MATION] cALL (213) 264 - 8334




LOS ANGOLES COMMUNITY ARTS ALLIANCE:
’ OUTLIF“ ' .

Title: Los Angeles Communluy’Arts Alliance

Program Category: Education

Purpose:

The purpose of the Los Angeles Comrmunilty Arts Alliance
shall be to create a nucleus of funding and information-for
- the arts. The function of this nucleus is to respond and
react to the community needs of art groups or evenis in
specified areas or districts of Los Angeles County.
Immediate action on needs, and central commnity services
will be availible through the monthly budgets of the dis~ -
trict directors and coordinators.

This arts, cultural, and educational orgunlzatlon
would develop a centrel media complex in terms of immediate
services rendered to participating groups, centers, etc.
These services would bve:

1) Poster design and supplies

2) Flyers, mimeograph, and xerox for art show invi-

tations, etc.

3) Silkscreen process for posters

4) Up to date information in current and uvcoming

e ShOJS, exhibitions, festivals, fairs, art compe-
titions, scholarships, fellowships and DOSltlons
that are availible in higher 1nst1tut¢ons, busi
nesses, etc,

The Alliance is being formed with the idea in mind of offer-
ing thcse services withouL charge unless 1t involves nmore
.timey funds, and help than the organ17atlon is able to
handle,

The goal of the Los Angeles Comiunlty Aris Alliance is
not to adopt or incorporate other agencies for memoersnlp
in the Alliance. The one singular and dominant aspect in
the goal of the Alliance is to reinforce every art or
cultural broup or center to exist in their own area and

e eXpand into functional community programs and project
1nvolvemcno. Hopefully, through this kind of opeérating
‘u pxoceedure, the badly needed attention and proper focus
L .a.encén begiven to the arts.on the local, state and national
'*;&r“' levels.; This would create not only more community inter-

2 fi'l actlon, but it would create viable avenues for companies,

Ay buslnesses, state and federal agencies, direct access and

contact with functioning cultural and art centers.
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of Agency: The Los Angeles Community
” . Arts Allilance
B) 'Type of Ageegy: Public Non-Profit Foundation

C) Contact Persons:

A) Na

Backeground on the Organization:

The Los Angeles Comrmnity Arts Alliance is community
conscious and avare of community needs. The Art Alliance
has researched various methods of operating and has been
extremely impressed by the San IFrancisco Neighborhood Arts
Program, directed by Eric Reuther. It is with the San
Francisco program in mind that the Alliance comes forth
with conficdence and the.beliel that Los Angeles needs a
transfusion of this unicue sort to awaken the mainsitrean
of sociecty and the nation with a more vital, practical, and
dynamic approach for exposure in all the artse.

The Art Alliance is extremely aware of the short-
comings of the present day art agencies that fzil to tdp
the aoundant art that exists around them. These agencies
seem'only to cater to those few vho paint or perform in
a style or manner thalt leasds to a narrow pedantic display
of "in art',

The Alliasnce realizes that it has become obvious that
since the mid-sixties, the:flirtation between the artists
and the business-and-government patronage has left no
genuine rapport between the two parties. This unfortunate-
1y leads to the reinforcement of the bourgeols vhilosophy
that art shall remain an orphaen to vte cared for only by
the elite. This tragic scene of the arts in America will
not be altered until some dynamic problem solvers make
contact with real power., Until then this frustrated state
of deflected communications shall exist and continue to
stifle and numb the creative art force of this nation.
Thus, as long as art has no genuine center in the minds
of society, the arts will only continue to be accomodated,
but will never become an integral and natural part of
our lives.

Scope of Services:

Purpose and Beneficiaries:

The Los Angeles Community Arts Alllance is prop051ng
to establish a multi-Taceted art, cultural, and educa- *
tional media center to provide information-coordination -
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services for specified areas of Los Angeles County.

Our primary purpose is to channel funds directly Into
community art and cultural groups, centers, etc. This is-
to be accomplished through innovative techniques applied
and directed by community directors and coordinators.

The second purpose of the Art Alliance is to expand
and expose the arts through commnity porticipation through
their own art centers.

The third purpose is to develop a service ceamter
whose services will be offered to art centers, individuals,
and for special events. The services will be offered in
posters, invitstions, flyers, letters, and postage., A
full 'tine staff of ten to fiiteen people with the neces-
sary expertise in these areas will be available at no
cost to the artist, art center, or group.

The fourth purpose is to develop an information center
on all matters relating to the arts and to cultural events.
Also, on natters of education, scholarships, fellowships,
etc.y, Up to date files are to be maintained.

Content and Opneration:

- The L.A. Community Arts Alliance proposes a development
project to extablish a multi-community arts and cultural
complex throughout the county of Los Angeles. Funding
would be used for the following:

1) Hiring & orientation of staff

2) Office equipment & printing supplies

3) Support of community art centers & cultural events

%) Renting or leasing building to house service
center and staff

5) Other supplies and equipment

Specific Results Hxpected:

The establishment of a multi-community arts media
complex designed to produce a unique arts, cultural, edu-
cational, and informational source that is directly re-
sponsive to each and every comnmunity nced of the partici-
pating art centers, groups, etc., :Through this method, the
enhancement, exposure, and activity of the arts will begin
to serve a more functional and realistic role by involving
community residents in active participation.

Relationship to Other Projccts:

The Arts Alliance will be involved with all projects
defined within specific gcographic areas. Its primary
function will be to disseminate funds and information
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concernlng available serv1ces to the participating com-
munity centers.

Definition and Selection of Geographic Areas:

The areas presently being considered and represented
are: Hast Los Angeles, Southeast Los Angeles, Echo Park,
and the dowmtown Japanese district.

It must not be assumed that the center will take it
upon itself to create and develop art centers if none are
existant. The Arts Alliance cna only be functional and
realize the community needs through existing centers,

"'The criferia for selection should begin with:

- a) Commmities with existing centers

b) Financizl needs and priorities

¢) Community representatives with Iknowledge and

working relaulonshlps with community art groups.

A thorough plan should be requested to analyze the
Los Angeles County area, as we do not want to overlap
into arcas or agencies with sufficient funds. An organ-
ization nced not be non-profit in order to be eligible.

Provosed Timcteble of Activities:

This should be drafted through community representa-
tives for accuracy and scope of projects. It begins with
the Hovember 21st fund raiser. (see sample)

Citizen Particivation:

The scope of the Los Angeles Community Arts Alliance
is one of tremendouv dimensions, yet since the organizing
and ‘distributing of funds will be handled dlreCuly py the
existing communlty centers or grouns, this plan is far
more practvical than the present corporate systema now
prevalent through most of the funding agencies.

Citizen participation is the main force of this
organization, since the people will serve as the creators
implementors, and extensions of their own projects., The
Arts Alliance will encourage and feed this kind of posi-
tive exXpansive relationship however possible.

Evaluation Plans:

The proposed establishment of a multi-community arts,
cultural, and educational complex can logically be assessed
in terms of adequacy of services and of facilities de~
signed to carry out the proposed activities of funding and
supporting community centers directly through community
directors and coordinators. Upon establishment of service
and administrative facilities, the Alllunce will begin to
meet these nceds for posters and flyers, designs and
postage for the participating centers or individuals
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The work and activity will be evaluated through a complex
of people and sources which will be developed by staff with
the assistance of local residents and evaluation consult-
ants. The growth and progress of the Arts Alliance will
also be recorded photographically if funding for this can
_be obtained, It 1s felt that a visual record of the
expansion of Art Alliance facilities would be invaluable,
not only to funding sources for purposes of evaluation,

but to those who might be interested in starting sinilar
organizations in their own communities.

Funding:

- The Los Angeles Community Arts Alliance is requesting
funds to develop a multi-community arts, cultural, and
educational complex wnich will specialize in supporting
and helping all »hases of the arts in the county of Los
Angeles. The anticipated stafling and bulilding costs
are estimated at 2,000,000, ‘




AN ART EXTRAVAGANZA
An action proposal by Leslie E. Aisenman
As adopted by the LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY ARTS ALLIANCE
In May 1972, a host of artists, art organizations, and art supporters,
organized and coordinated by the Los Angeles Community Arts Alliance,

will create and present the first county-wide

LOS ANGELES ARTS FESTIVAL

- The Pestival will present

The broad and exciting range of

Los Angeles Arts and Artists,

Professional and Amateur, Child and Adult.
Offering a major exhibition of two and three dimensional Arts,
Filling two or more stages (both indoor and outdoor) with the
Performing Arts (Music, Dance, Theatre, Film, Poetry, etc.),
And enhanced by such other events
(Lectures, Discussions, Symposia, and Art Demonstrations),
As may contribute to a fuller statement,
It will offer,
Art, The Artist, and The Communities of Los Angeles,.

All artists will be welcome to exhibit and perform,
No restrictions, other than those dictated by available space or time,
Will be imposed upon the participating artists.

Local, community based, arts councils are belng organized throughout
Los Angeles County

Where cooperating artists, art organizations, and art supporters,
will sollicit, coordinate, and impliment each community's exhibition
And participation, and select representation to work on the various
county-wide Arts and Festival support committies.

JOIN WITH US NOW,
PROMOTE THE ARTS IN L.A.
For further information, please call: 661-5566 (after 5 p.m.)
or write to: |
The Los Angeles Community Arts Alliance

P.0. Box 26476
Los Angeles, California 90026
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